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Israel, Palestinians in marathon talks 
Jerusalemites can stand for elections; 
Arafat, Mubarak, Peres meet Wednesday 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin Monday revealed de- 
tails of the agreement Israel 
and PLO negotiators are 
rrying to wrap up by July 25 
to extend self-rule over the 
West Bank.- 

Israel would give in to one 
of Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat's main demands by 
allowing Arabs living in 
annexed East Jerusalem to 
run as candidates and not just 
"vote in autonomy elections, 
Mr. Rabin said. 

Candidates would have 
“double citizenship," he said, 
presumably meaning he 
would consider them Palesti- 
nian 'even though they live 
under Israeli sovereignty. 

“On Jerusalem, there is 
just one problem," he told 
parliament's foreign * affairs 
and defence committee, 
“where to put ballot boxes." 

Israel wants the 160,000 
Arabs from Jerusalem to vote 
outside the city limits. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres and the 
PLO chairman, who have 
both predicted that an agree- 
ment will be signed in 
Washington early next 
month, are to meet with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Alexandria on 
Wednesday. 

A foreign ministry spokes- 
man said the state of negotia- 
tions to spread self-rule were 
likely to top the agenda in the 
Egyptian port dty. \„ . _ 


Negotiators concentrated 
Monday on drawing up 
points of accord at their sec- 
luded hotel in Zichron 
Yaakov, near Haifa, state 
radio reported. 

A news blackout has been 
declared until the deal is 
done to draft an agreement to 
redeploy troops outside 
Palestinian population areas, 
devolve civilian powers and 
hold autonomy elections. 

A senior Israeli official, 
who refused to be named, 
said: ‘The aim of the nego- 
tiations is to draft the agree- 
ment and that involves legal 
technicalities.” 

The Israeli delegation in- 
cludes some 30 legal experts 
and about 20 are in the PLO 
team, he said. 

The official explained that 
major obstacles such as 
water-sharing, land and 
security would be left to Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Rabin told the com- 
mittee that in a first stage of 
redeployment Israel would 
give the Palestinians total 
civilian and security control 
over Jenin. Nablus, Kalki- 
liyah and Tulkarem. 

When by-pass roads are 
completed around Ram all ah 
and Bethlehem security pow- 
ers would also be ceded to 
the Palestinians there too, he 
said. 

He hoped the 15 main 
roads, costing, $50 million^ 
would be completed by De- 
cember. v. • - 


“We will confiscate lands 
for this. Even the Palesti- 
nians understand that with- 
out these roads there is no 
solution to the problem.” 

The traditional site of the 
tomb of Joseph will also fall 
under Palestinian control, 
and the tomb of his mother 
Rachel will be a Jewish “is- 
land" in Palestinian territory, 
Israeli cabinet ministers have 
decided. 

Religious Affairs Minister 
Shimon Shetreet called the 
decision, which was made 
public Monday, a dangerous 
precedent. 

The West Bank towns of 
Bethlehem, site of Rachel's 
tomb, and Nablus, where 
Joseph's tomb is located, are 
supposed to be turned over to 
the Palestinians when auton- 
omy is expanded beyond the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

At a cabinet meeting on 
Sunday, ministers decided 
that Israeli negotiators 
should insist on leaving 
Rachel's tomb as a Jewish- 
controlled “island" sur- 
rounded by Palestinian terri- 
tory. 

Bethlehem Mayor Elias 
Freij, who is the PLO's tour- 
ism minister, has said the 
Palestinians should get con- 
trol of Rachel’s tomb. 

The tomb, a small domed, 
building with a tall white 
sepulcher inside, is venerated 
by both Jewish and Muslim 
pilgrims, especially women 
who come to pray for i pfcftL t. 


PLO officials accused 
Israel Monday of backtrack- 
ing in the first day of round- 
the-clock talks. 

“There has been a negative 
development," one PLO 
negotiator said. "Israeli 
negotiators have presented 
new initial ideas, which are a 
fallback on their previous 
stances regarding redeploy- 
ment from village areas." 

Israeli negotiators were un- 
available for comment. 

Under the peace deal sea- 
led in 1993 with a historic 
White House handshake, 
Israel was expected to have 
withdrawn from West Bank 
Arab population areas a year 
ago for elections to a council 
that would run daily Palesti- 
nian life. 

PLO officials said they ex- 
pected the venue of the talks 
to be changed from Zichron 
Yaacov to Cairo next week. 
They said issues still out- 
standing were tough enough 
that the July 25 deadline for 
concluding an accord might 
have to slide. 

“The bulk of the accord is 
already drafted, but the de- 
tails and the maps require a 
lot of work, and the gaps on 
redeployment are still big," 
one rLO official said. 

PLO officials said the heart 
of the dispute now was the 
redeployment away from vil- 
lage areas. They said Israel 
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Iraqi defence minister sacked; Baghdad 
threatens to halt cooperation with U.N. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq's ruling Baath Party has 
derided to remove Defence 
“Minister Ali Hassan A1 Ma- 
jeed from bis post, the Iraqi 
News Agency (IN A) re- 
ported Monday. 

“The leadership has de- 
cided to relieve Mr. Ali Has- 
san A1 Majeed of his respon- 
sibilities as defence minis- 
ter," IN A said. 

It said the decision was 
taken durin b a party meeting 
on Sunday, chaired by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. IN A 
said the meeting, attended by 
the ruling Baath Party lead- 
ers, was held “to redistribute 
responsibilities'’ in the light 
of the results of a party con- 
ference held last week. 

Meanwhile, President Sad- 
dam Hussein warned the Un- 
ited Nations on Monday that 
Iraq could not continue com- 
plying with demands to dis- 
close its arms programme 
without a lifting of crippling 
trade sanctions. 

In an address, making the 
July 17 revolution that 


brought the Baath Party to 
power 27 years ago. Presi- 
dent Hussein said Iraq had 
honoured its obligations and 
demanded the U.N. do some- 
thing in return. 

“Iraq, its people and lead- 
ership, cannot continue com- 
plying with (U.N.) resolu- 
tions and meeting demands 
of the (U.N.) Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) if that is 
not linked to the lifting of 
sanctions,'* the president 
said. 

UNSCOM is charged by 
the U.N. Security Council 
with ensuring Iraq complies 
with the 1991 Gulf war cease- 
fire resolution by dismantling 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and destroying or 
rendering harmless the 
means to produce them. 

“The concerned Iraqis 
have carried out whatever 
has been demanded from 
them in the (U.N.) Security 
Council resolution," Presi- 
dent Hussein said. 

“Now, after all this time, 
the sanctions on the Iraqi 


people have not been re- 
moved. Time has come that 
the despots, responsible for 
the suffering of our people, 
should respond to what is fair 
and applicable' to the resolu- 
tions they took.” 

Mr. Majeed, a cousin of 
President Hussein, has been 
entrusted with the leadership 
of party organisations in the 
Baghdad district of A! Karkh 
and the supervision of trade 
unions. 

No reason was given for 
the decision and no one was 
nominated to assume the de- 
fence portfolio. Mr. Ma- 
jeed’s dismissal is the second 
cabinet reshuffle this month. 

Oil Minister Safa Hadi 
Jawad was replaced by 
General Amir Rasheed, the 
head of Iraq’s Military Indus- 
trialisation Commission 
(MIC). 

Hussein Kamel Hassan, a 
son-in-law of the president 
and minister of industry and 
minerals, now heads MIC. 

In May, President Hussein 
dismissed his half-brother 


Watban Ibrahim A1 Hassan 
as interior minister and re- 
placed him with Mohammad 
Zimam Abdul Razzaq, a 
member of the party's region- 
al command. 

The party held its confer- 
ence on July 9 and reelected 
President Hussein as its chief. 
Mr. Majeed and other senior 
party memebrs also kept 
their posts. 

In a party address, carried 
by the official press on Satur- 
day, President Hussein 
praised the performance of 
the armed forces under Mr. 
Majeed. 

Iraq on Monday freed two 
Americans jailed in Iraq for 
illegally entering the country 
from Kuwait. 

fa an official statement, 
issued after the decision. 
President Hussein urged the 
United States as a superpow- 
er to take into account huma- 
nitarian considerations when 
dealing with the fate or na- 
tions, a reference to the con- 
tinuing- sanctions on Iraq. 



His Majesty King Hussein Monday receives 
U.S. Congressman BOl Richardson who voiced 
his country's appreciation for King Hussein's 
efforts towards establishing a just and lasting 
peace In the Middle East. The' U.S. adminis- 
tration highly appreciates the King's en- 
deavours and strives to achieve peace and 
stability in the region, said Mr. Richardson at 


the meeting. Present at the audience were His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Chief 
of the Royal Court Marwan A1 Qasetn and 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Wesley Egan. Mr. 
Richardson was In Amman following a visit to 
Baghdad in which he secured the release erf two 
American citizens detained in Iraq (see stories 
pages 2 and 12) (Petra photo) 


King, 

Demire! 

discuss 

Bosnia 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday exchanged views 
with Tnrfcish President 
Suleiman DemireJ on the 
sitnation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and the assault 
waged by the Serb forces on 
the Bosnian people. In a 
telephone conversation with 
the Turkish president. King 
Hussein stressed the need 
for the international com- 
munity to put an end to the 
tragic conditions of the Bos- 
nian people. The King 
voiced Jordan's readiness 
to contribute to any efforts 
aiming to alleviate the suf- 
ferings of the Bosnian peo- 
ple and stopping the Serb 
aggression against Bosnian 
civilians. 


House panel demands 
equal Israeli treatment 
over ‘land sale’ issue 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Parliamentary 
committees on Monday voted 
in favour of conditioning land 
sale to the Israelis to equal, 
reciprocal treatment. 

On its fourth meeting to 
review a draft law that re- 
peals boycott of Israel, the 
Lower House of Parliament's 
joint Judiciary and Financial 
Committees introduced 
several amendments to the 
draft law that would make 
land sale to Israelis contin- 
gent on Israel making the 
same provision in its related 
legislation. 

The chairman of the 
House’s Judiciary Commit- 
tee, Abdul Karim Dughmi, 
told the Jordan 1111165 Mon- 
day that the amendments, 
that increase restrictions on 
land sale to foreigners, will 
be worked out. in a joint 
meeting on Thursday be- 
tween the chairmen of both 
committees. 

“These amendments are 
only aimed at putting some 
sort of a safeguard to protect 
Jordanian land and the 
Jordanian economy against 
foreign hegemony,” said Dr. 
Dughmi. “But at the same 
time we tried to make the 
provisions balanced put so as 
not to influence prospects of 
investment in the Kingdom.” 

Several experts testified at 
the committees’ meetings in- 
cluding ministers, economists 
and experts in international 
law. Dr. Dughmi said ther 
observations made by the ex- 

S irts were very useful to the 
ouse’s work especially in 
terms qf the repercussions of 
selling land to foreigners on 


the Jordanian economy. He 
said that the approved 
amendments were “very well 
balanced out." 

“We made sure that the 
restrictions put on land sale 
to foreigners do not hamper 
investment in the country 
that is vita] to its economic 
growth,” Dr. Dughmi said. 

But Dr. Hammam Sa’eed, 
a member of the House's 
Judiciary Committee, said 
that the law, regardless of the 
proposed amendments, was 
detrimental to the country’s 
national interests. 

“We are against the law in 
principle,’* said Deputy 
Sa’eed of the Islamic Action 
Front. “If this law was 
approved, then it will have 
grave consequences on the 
country’s national interests." 

Although they participated 
in all the previous meetings 
held on the draft law, the 
16-member Islamic Action 
Front deputies withdrew 
from Monday’s meeting. 

Dr. Sa’eed said that the 
enactment of the law would 
open the door for foreign and 
Israeli hegemony over the 
country. He said that Jordan 
still has sovereignty over 
Jerusalem and the West Bank 
in international terms and 
opening land sale to Israelis 
meant that Arab territories in 
Jerusalem and the West Bank 
would be sold to Israel. 

Jordan severed legal and 
administrative ties with the 
West Bank in 1988. 

“If the door was opened 
for land sale for foreigners, it 
would mean that many other 
concessions will follow," Dr. 
Sa'eed said. 

(Continued cm page 7) 


Syria, Israel 
trade charges 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— Syria on Monday 
charged that early warn- 
ing stations that Israel 
wanted to install on the 
Golan Heights after any 
withdrawal would be used 
for spying. 

“The Israelis hold the 
Syrians to blame for the 
freeze in talks because it 
refuses to have spy sta- 
tions on its oil," the offi- 
cial Syrian radio said in a 
commentary. 

Damascus Radio ac- 
cused Israel of “man- 
oeuvring and planning to 
undermine -the peace pro- 
cess by raising the issue of 
early warning stations 
which have been over- 
taken by new sophisti- 
cated techniques.” 

In Tel Aviv, mean- 
while, Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Monday 
that Syria's failure to re- 
sume peace talks with 
Israel at the level of milit- 
•ary experts this month 
violated an agreement 
with the United States. 

Asked if he agreed with 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher that 
this was only a technical 
problem, Mr. Rabin told 
reporters: “I view it not as 
a technical matter but a 
violation of an agree- 
ment." - 

Israel and Syria have 
for nearly four years been 
locked in slow-moving 
peace talks aimed at re- 
solving the future of the 
Golan Heights captured 
by Israel from Syria in the 
1967 Middle East war and 
the terms of peace. 


Under a deal brokered 
by the United States, 
t Israeli and Syrian military 
experts were due to hold 
follow-up talks in 
Washington this month to 
negotiations in June be- 
tween the army chiefs of 
the two longtime foes. 

Mr. Christopher said 
Sunday their ambassadors 
would meet in Washing- 
ton in the next two weeks. 

“There is no freeze in 
the negotiations but a 
slowing down,” Rabin 
told parliament. 

He explained that Syria 
had agreed to three stages 
in talks on security 
arrangements to accom- 
pany an Israeli withdrawal 
on the Golan Heights: 

— A meeting between* 
chiefs of staff in Washing- 
ton June 27 and June 28; 

— a Middle East shuttle 
by a U.S. envoy last 
week; 

— and a meeting between 
military officers, which 
has failed to materialise. 

“Unfortunately the 
Americans have told me 
the Syrians no longer see 
any need to have the offic- 
ers negotiate,” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

“They prefer talks be- 
tween ambassadors. It's a 
violation of something 
that the Syrians and 
ourselves agreed. We 
agreed on a package deal 
Which has been violated. 

“It's a procedural ques- 
tion. But if we violate 
procedures who is to 
guarantee there “will not 
be other violations,” he 
asked. 


Another Kabariti trip to Riyadh is expected ‘soon’; 
second visit could open way for full reconciliation 


By Nermeen Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti will return to 
Riyadh “very soon” in 
what officials here believe 
will be the next step on the 
road to meaningful recon- 
ciliation between Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Kabariti, who ended 
a “successful” two-day offi- 
cial visit to Saudi Arabia 
Sunday, will be returning 
to the Saudi capital “very 
soon” to meet with Saudi 
King Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz 
in a continuing bid to put 
Jordanian-Saudi relations 
back on their normal track, 
according to well-informed 
sources. . 

The sources said that 
while there were reports 
that the Saudis remained 
aloof during the minister’s 
visit, the fact is that a “new 
rapport” has. been estab- 
lished “after four long 


years of estrangement and 
mutual suspicions.” 

“This reflects the emerg- 
ence of a new atmosphere 
between the two sides, one 
that will be conducive to 
full reconciliation hopefully 
in a short period of time.” 
one of the sources said. 

News agency reports 
from Riyadh which spoke 
of the Saudi leadership re- 
maining largely aloof to 
Jordan's latest effort to im- 
prove ties have based their 
analysis on the fact that 
Mr. Kabariti was not re- 
ceived by King Fahd. But 
the sources said that such a 
meeting "was never on the 
cards,” and “in anyway this 
will happen on the next 
visit by the foreign minis- 
ter. which will take place 
very soon.” 

There was no confirma- 
tion of reports that a sum- 
mit was being arranged be- 
tween His Majesty King 
Hussein and King Fahd 
with most officials -saying 


that it was “too soon” to 
talk about this at the pre- 
sent. However, a Saudi- 
owned newspaper with 
well-established contacts 
with the Saudi regime 
attached this headline to its 
report on the foreign minis- 
ter’s visit: “Kabariti suc- 
ceeds in his mission" to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Kabariti, upon re- 
turning to Amman Sunday 
evening, said that Riyadh 
will send an ambassador to 
Jordan to fill the post that 
has been vacant since 1990, 
adding that the move was 
part of a Jordanian-Saudi 
agreement to “break the 
ice” as a first step. 

Jordanian officials say 
that several factors have 
contributed to the quick- 
ened pace of events to- 
wards opening the new dia- 
logue between the two 
countries, not least of 
which is Jordan’s proven 
record in its dealings with 
Baghdad which remains 


under United Nations- 
imposed sanctions after its 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The officials maintained 
that the Kingdom has been 
able to prove, over the past 
four years, that it abides by 
the clause of the U.N. re- 
solutions against Baghdad 
while at the same time 
maintaining a political dis- 
tance from the Iraqi reg- 
ime. 

Jordan’s relations with 
the Gulf countries, and 
especially Saudi Arabia, 
were scarred by the Jorda- 
nian decision to stay out of 
the U.S.-led coalition of 
international forces that 
evicted die Iraqi army from 
Kuwait in 1991. 

Jordan had repeatedly 
tried to signal that its 
stance during the Gulf war 
was not a policy against 
Kuwait or a condoning of 
Iraq’s invasion but a posi- 
tion against’ the interven- 
tion of foreign countries in 
what it. saw as ■ a -purely 


Arab affair. 

After the signing of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty 
in October last' year, 
however, a new Jordanian 
role emerged and it 
assumed prominence not 
only because Amman was 
the second Arab capital af- 
ter Cairo to make peace 
with Israel but also because 
Jordan remained as an im- 
portant gateway to Iraq 
under sanctions or without. 

“Both ways Jordan is a 
winner,” a well-placed 
source told the Jordan 
Times. “Amman is needed 
to maintain the embargo if 
it is to continue and it is 
also needed if the sanctions 
are lifted; both ways we 
cannot lose.” the source 
added, explaining that Jor- 
dan has found strength at 
tihe international level as a 
result of its peace treaty 
with Israel as well as its 
position towards Iraq. 

“This has come to be 
appreciated by Saudi Ara- 


bia and other Gulf coun- 
tries." 

During his visit Mr. 
Kabariti and Prince Saud 
held a two hour “tete-a- 
t£te“ meeting which was 
followed by a private din- 
ner at the Prince’s house. 
Although the source who 
spoke to the Jordan Times, 
on condition of anonymity 
would not reveal the details 
of the discussions between 
Mr. Kabariti and Prince 
Faisal, one well-informed 
official told the Jordan 
Times that the two agreed 
that “tension over issues 
that were expected to be a 
problem appeared to have 
gone." 

He was also referring to 
tension that grew last year 
over the guardianship of 
the Islamic Holy Places in 
Jerusalem. When Israel 
conceded that Jordan 
should continue to have a 
prominent role in guarding 
these places. Saudi Arabia 
indicated its clear dissatis- 


faction with die develop- 
ment. 

In the meeting between 
Prince Saud and Mr. 
Kabariti there -was agree- 
ment between the two sides 
that “Jerusalem is not a 
problem," a well-informed 
source said. 

“There may be need to 
talk about or discuss our 
positions later on, but there 
was no problem Monday," 
the source added. 

The encounter between 
the two ministers came af- 
ter a series of “secret and 
discreet communications" 
between Mr. Kabariti and 
Prince Saud that began af- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
fonned his government in 
January of this year. 

“There was a sequence 
of events that led to this 
week's meeting and hope- 
fully would lead towards 
improved relations be- 
tween the two countries,'' a 
senior Foreign Ministry 
official said. 


“It began with the ex- 
change of messages - be- 
tween the two foreign 
ministers that were fol- 
lowed by the Bahraini fore- 
ign minister arranging a 
meeting between the two 
during the Cairo confer- 
ence,” the source said in 
reference to an earlier en- 
counter held on the fringe 
of an Arab League foreign 
ministers’ conference in 
Cairo in March. 

“After the meeting the 
contacts continued be- 
tween Amman and Riyadh 
through a series of letters 
from Amman that received 
positive responses from the 
Saudi side.” 

The exchange of letters, 
On technical aspects of the 
bilateral relationship, was 
accompanied with restraint 
by the Jordanian media 
against criticism of Saudi 
Arabia and its ruling fami- 
ly. 

(Coatimied oil page 7) 
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Americans arrive 
in Jordan after 
release from Iraq 


TREBIL, Jordan (AP) — 
Two Americans freed from 
Iraqi prison arrived safely in 
Jordan Monday following a 
nighttime car journey from 
Iraq’s capital of Baghdad. 

William Barloon and 
pavid Daliberti, accompa- 
fnied by U.S. Congressman 
‘Bill Richardson, crossed into 
Jordan at 8:15 a.m. (0515 
GMT), a day after Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein freed 
them from a maximum secur- 
ity prison outside Baghdad. 

’ “I feel very great, very 
good,” a beaming Barloon 
told reporters as he and Mr. 
Daliberti emerged from an 
Iraqi Foreign Ministry car 
and entered the VIP lounge 
at the Jordanian border post. 

Mr. Barloon said he was 
looking forward to reuniting 
with bis family. Mr. Daliberti 
stood next to him, refusing to 
say anything other than it's 
“a great day.” 

V* Neither would talk about 
c their four-month imprison- 
l.ment. 

The Americans were 
whisked away from the bor- 
" der in a U.S. embassy car. 
Other embassy cars followed 
on the 300-kilometre journey 
to Amman. 

In Washington, the State 
Department welcomed the 
development. 

“We are pleased that Con- 
gressman Richardson was 
able to secure their release. 
And we want to express our 
appreciation for his huma- 
nitarian mission,” said State 
'Department spokesman 
^ Nicholas Burns. 

"■ The Americans spent Sun- 
1 day evening in Baghdad be- 
■ fore setting out before dawn 
•on their lengthy drive to the 
.'•Jordanian border. United 
t Nations sanctions have res- 
tricted flights in and out of 
■Iraq. 

Speaking to reporters at 
...the border, Mr. Richardson 
.said Mr. Daliberti would 
accompany him to the United 
f. States later in the day, while 
.Barloon.. bad “other 
‘plans” for reuniting with his 
family. 

Mr. Balloon's family lives 
* in Kuwait, although his wife 
'Linda was on business trip to 
•Singapore Sunday when she 
■learned of his release. Mr. 
;JDalibertTs family is in Flor- 
.-ida. 


Mr. Barloon, 39, and Mr. 
Daliberti, 41, were detained 
m southern Iraq on March 13 
after straying across the bor- 
der from Kuwait, where they 
were working for U.S. de- 
fence contractors. 

Sentenced to eight years in 
prison, they were held for 
four months until Saddam 
released them ' following a 
personal appeal Sunday by 
Mr. Ifichardson, a New Mex- 
ico Democrat. 

The release followed U.N. 
Security Council decision last 
week to extend trade sanc- 
tions against Iraq for another 
60 days. 

Hie United States has re- 
mained firmly committed to 
maintaining the sanctions, 
imposed after Saddam's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, and 
threatened to use its veto 
power against any proposed 
relaxation. 

However, Saddam may be 
hoping that, with the sanc- 
tions biting ever deeper, his 
gesture will be rewarded with 
leniency at the next review of 
the embargo. 

“The Iraqis raised the 
sanctions issue, but I made it 
dear that my interest was the 
humanitarian release of the 
two Americans," Mr. 
Richardson said in his meet- 
ings with Saddam and other 
officials in Baghdad. 

“There were no deals, no 
agreements, no concessions," 
he stressed. 

He said he had approached 
Iraqi’s mission at the United 
Nations in New York three 
months ago for permission to 
travel to Iraq to make an 
appeal on the Americans' be- 
half. 

He said that on July 4 be 
received indications from the 
Iraqis that the Americans 
would be released on huma- 
nitarian grounds. 

He said the Clinton admi- 
nistration knew about his 
plans and that the he got “all 
types of support from the 
State Department logisticai- 
iy.” . ....... 

Asked if he thought the 
Iraq gesture would help im- 
prove relations with 
Washington, Mr. Richardson < 
said the release was “a huma- ! 
nitarian step that makes the j 
atmosphere better for hnpro- : 
ving foe relationship, which fa . 
still rocky.” i 




Americans David Daliberti (right) and William Barloon 
Monday smile upon arrival in Jordan. The two Americans, 
who had spent four months in an Iraqi jail for illegally 


entering Iraq, were freed 
Hussein Sunday (photo by 


by Iraqi President Saddam 
Yonsef Al Allan) 


Heikal: Mubarak must share power 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
elder statesman Mohammad 
Hassanein Heikal, a man 
often portrayed as the con- 
science of tiie nation, has 
urged President Hosni 
Mubarak to share power so 
that the country does not fall 
apart when he goes. 

In an interview published 
in the weekly magazine Rose 
AL Youssef Monday, Mr. 
Heikal said the army would 
have grabbed power if Mr. 
Mubarak had djed in the 
attack on his motorcade in 
the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa on Jane 26. 

The assassination attempt 
bad been a golden opportun- 
ity for Mr. Mubarak to make 
constructive changes but the 
people in power had abused 
it to preserve the status quo, 
he said. 

"The army would have 
come in and taken power. 
There's no vice president and 
the government there is has 
no credibility. What. I would 
have -expefctddr fi is that '-the- 
army would 1 hiaVe stretched « 
out its hand and' taken pertfr- - 
er,” he said.'; 

“The .army is forbidden 
territory which we don't 
speak about or know what’s 
in it, so in this case we have 
no idea what the next govern- 


ment would be, and that's the 
disaster,” he added. 

Government officials have 
avoided discussing the suc- 
cession question since the 
Addis Ababa incident, saying 
only that the constitution 
provides for a smooth transi- 
tion. 

But in practice no civilian 
politician has the stature or 
the power base to fill Mr. 
Mubarak's shoes with ease. 

Mr. Heikal, a widely pub- 
lished author and journalist 
who was a minister and close 
confidant of former President 
Gama! Abdul Nasser, said his 
greatest concern was for the 
survival of the Egyptian state 
and Mr. Mubarak's death 
could endanger that. 

"If the symbol of the state 
(Mubarak) had gone in these 
circumstances, without a way 
to transfer power, we would 
be face to face with unknown 
quantities which could lead to 
me state falling apart,” he 
.said. 

I ‘ Tift' Heikal ‘enfidsed the 


acts' of homage , to Mr.,, 
Mubarak which fuled the 
state media for days after the 
Addis Ababa incident, wide- 
ly blamed on Muslim mili- 
tants. 

"The cameras showed pic- 


tures of animals being 
slaughtered dripping with 
blood (in celebration). They 
didn’t stop to discuss what 
bad happened,” he said. 

“The answer to the people 
should have been: ‘Now I 
realise how much you depend 
on me and my first duty is to 
spare you the clanger of re- 
lying on one individual’,” be 
added. 

“Power is ■ now concen- 
trated in the hand of the 
president... So he must say to 
people: ‘My duty, after the 
anxiety you felt, is to reduce 
the dependence on one per- 
son. Come let’s do this and 
that.* Bnt so far that hasn't 
happened,” he said. 

Asked about “terrorism”, 
the government's term for 
political violence by Muslim 
militants seeking to over- 
throw Mr. Mubarak, Mr. 
Heikal said he did not believe 
in the term. 

“Society has overt vio- 
lence, which is wonyingv-Bnt 
to, call, it: terrorism fcfftjpfa- 
Jfcere WMC fewpr tolled 
in the. Suez war <(m.:7 1 956) 
than in the last few years, he 
said. 

More than 800 people have, 
been killed since 1992 in the 
conflict between the police 
and Muslim militants. 


Saudis move decisively to settle border problems 


DUBAI (R) — Oil giant 
Saudi Arabia is moving de- 
cisively to settle border 
problems that have often 
soured ties with neighbours 
in the strategic region, 
which controls two thirds of 
world oil reserves, diplo- 
mats in the Gulf said. 

The vast desert king- 
dom's failure to delineate 
thousands of kilometres of 
land frontiers with seven 
neighbours had led to 
charges that even where it 
did not covet their territory, 
it appeared insensitive to 
concerns of the smaller 
: states around. 

Gulf diplomats said the 
sparsley-populated state of 
17 million people, which 
has 10 times the area of 
. Britain and double that of 
: South Africa, appears to 
have found a new deter- 
mination to settle outstand- 
ing border issues. 

“They (the Saudis) are 
moving quickly to end these 
problems once and for all,” 
| one Gulf diplomat said. 


“They appear to have de- 
cided that these problems 
were not worth the hassle, 
were undermining Saudi 
leadership in the region and 
giving the country ■ a bad 
name... They are better off 
without them,” he added. 

“Saudi leaders want to 
put these (border) prob- 
lems behind them and focus 
on important geo-political 
and domestic issues,” said 
another. 

He spoke of Riyadh's 
concerns abour potential 
threats from two other re- 
gional giants — Iran and 
Iraq — about Saudi Ara- 
bia’s own troubled eco- 
nomy and the drive to con- 
tain the spread of Muslim 
fundamentalist extremism 
at home. 

Saudi Arabia's northern 
borders with Jordan and 
Iraq were largely settled in 
the 1920s. 

Riyadh has moved so far 
this year to settle its border 
with the United Arab Emi- 


rates (UAE), signed a bor- 
der deal with Oman and a 
framework for delineating 
its border with Yemen, and 
fa reported to be preparing 
for a border settlement with 
Kuwait. 

The diplomat said there 
were also hopes of early 
moves to settle a ticklish 
border problem with Qatar, 
which led to a bloody clash 
three years ago, after 
Qatar's crown prince re- 
placed his father os emir 
last month. 

The moves came after an 
annual summit of the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council of Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
decided last December to 
try to resolve all regional 
border issues by the time its 
leaders meet again in Mus- 
cat next December. 

The diplomats said this 
was taken at the time as 
another statement of GCC 
ambition that fell far short 


of reality. 

"But the Saudis have de- 
lighted their neighbours by 
moving swiftly to fulfil this 
promise,” one Arab diplo- 
mat said. 

Saudi Arabia's founding 
King Abdul Aziz unified 
the heartland of the Ara- 
bian peninsula by military 
conquest before -estab- 
lishing his kingdom in 1932. 

The failure of his heirs to 
delineate borders with their 
neighbours left some of the 
smaller states wondering 
about Saudi intentions, 
with some suspecting 
Riyadh might one day want 
to create a greater Saudi 
Arabia, the diplomats said. 

Western diplomats in 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
dismiss these fears as un- 
founded. noting that 
Riyadh has formally recog- 
nised all its neighbours and 
has been effective leader of 
the GCC that includes most 
of them. 

But it has in the past 


sought minor territorial 
adjustments. 

This included areas of oil 
potential like its borders 
with Yemen, the UAE and 
Kuwait or of strategic im- 
portance like the Khor Al- 
Udaid just south of the 
Qatar peninsula which it 
has acquried under a deal 
with the UAE that gave it 
naval access to the lower i 
Gulf for the first time. 

Diplomats attribute the 
snail's pace of border settle- 
ment in the past largely to 
traditional Saudi caution 
and Riyadh's slow-moving 
foreign policy machine 

"I don't think the Saudis 
are starting to give anything 
away,” a senior Western di- 
plomat said of the latest 
moves. 

“But they seem to think 
that the greater concern 
now was their credibility as 
the leaders of the Gulf, 
which fa undermined by any 
claims on the territories of 
those same Gulf neigh- 
bours.” he added. 


Turkish 
protesters 
denounce 
Ghali for 
Bosnia war 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Calling 
the U.N. secretary-general 
an “enemy of Islam,” politic- 
al leaders staged rallies Sun- 
day to blame him for the 
bloodshed in Bosnia and de- 
nounced his planned visit to 
Turkey. 

Boutros Ghali, an 
Egyptian-born Christian, is 
scheduled to arrive Tuesday 
to discuss preparations for a 
-U.N. summit next year. He 
also plans meetings with 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
and other officials during the 
four-day visit. 

Turks are angered by the 
lack of international will to 
battle Bosnian Serbs, who 
have targetted- U.N.- 
protected Muslim enclaves in 
eastern Bosnia. Thousands of 
refugees have fled the Serb 
advance and Muslim men and 
boys were captured. 

“Ghali is known as a 
murderer. He is... an enemy 
of Islam,” said Necmettin 
Erbakan, leader of the Mus- 
lim fundamentalist Welfare 
Party at a rally in Istanbul. 

He accused the govem- 
' ment of “committing a crime 
by inviting him.” 

Bolerit Ecevit, a former 
prime minister and head of 
the Democratic Left Party, 
said in an interview with the 
Istanbul daily Milliyet: ‘‘Gha- 
li may not be the only name 
in the U.N.'s incompetence 
m Bosnia, but his responsibil- 
ity fa great.” He said he did 
not plan to meet him. 

The independent Indus- 
trialists' and Businessmen’s 
Association, in a written 
statement, held the secretary- 
general responsible for “the 
murder of 300,000 Muslims in 
Bosnia” and called for the 
visit to be cancelled. 

Honouring Dr. Ghali with 
a reception fit for a head of 
state would “hurt the dignity 
of the people of Turkey,” 
said Imren Aykut, assistant 
secretary-general of the main 
opposition Motherland Par- 
ty. She appealed high govern-' 
ment officials to snub Dr. 
Ghali. 

A Bosnian Muslim group 
that marched down Istanbul’s 
main street last week called 
the visit an insult to Turkey’s 
Muslims. "Murderer Ghali, 
don’t come to Turkey,” they 
chanted. 


NEWS IN 

Iran seeks repayment of Israeli debt 

mw-acta /n) Iran is seeking to collect at least $4 biUion 

SSfSiSi. a WJA 

the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the Iranian News gsney 
JwXreported Sunday. It quoted parliame nt member 

S#£ H ^S 0 bhan, a nKJ^n^a^CT^r 

biSr {St relfing Ka e yhan ^ ! 

Taking into account the interest accumulated fimmMe , 
<tebts and investments by the Pablavi regime i 

now exceeds $4 billion. “We will continue our efforte m tos 
respect ” be said. It was not immediately clear wbeffier the 
SiSrewas part of the $8 billion which commission member 
& Qa^aS »id in May that Iran ^tryingfor«og 
frornlsrael for investments made by Tehran before the 

revolution. 

Sudan appoints ambassador to S. Arabia 

DUBAI (R) — Sudan has appointed an ^hassadorto 
Saudi Arabia, a post which has been vacant fof l®ast 
three yeans, Sudanese diplomats said Sunday. They fold 
Reuters that Sudan's Foreign Mmistry anmMd I the 
appointment to Riyadh of Abdullah Ahmad Al Bashir, 
formerly an envoy to Germany. Its last ambassador to 
Saudi left in 1992. Impoverished Sudan was among the 
Arab states which lost vital Gulf Arab pohhcal and 
financial support for appearing to sympathise with i Iraq 
during the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. Sudan s Foreign Minister Ah 
Osman Mohammad Taha was in Ba hra i n Sunday as part of 
a tour of Gulf states, including Saudi Arabia, to rally 
support for Khartoum in a row with Cairo. He has also 
been to United Arab Emirates, Oman, and Qatar. 

U.N. team leaves for Baghdad 

MANAMA (AFP) U.N. experts left for Baghdad 
Monday to see if Iraq was nearer fulfilling a promise to 
disclose all its germ warfare secrets by the end of July, a 
/spokesman said. Eight experts led by American Richard 
’ Spurtzel left Bahrain for. a week-long mission to study a 
draft report Iraq had promised to release on its biological 
weapons programme, the U.N. official said. U.N. officials 
said the germ warfare issue was the only obstacle to lifting 
the sanctions imposed after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait on 
August 1990. The U.N. Security Council maintained the 
sanctions at a regular review on July 11. Rolf Ekeus, head 
of the U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq, said, after a visit here three weeks ago that Iraq had 
promised a “full, final, and complete disclosure of .all 
aspects” of the programme by the end of July. After having 
denied for years having ever produced biological weapons 
or agents, Iraq admitted in June to having developed an 
offensive genn warfare programme between 198? to 1990, 
just before the U.S.-led war to liberate Kuwait. 

Israel takes in 750 informers 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel has -re-settled 750 Palestinian 
informers and their families inside the Jewish state in 
recent months to protect them from revenge attacks, a 
newspaper reported Monday. The daily Haaretz said 
several hundred more families would also be moved from _ 
the West Bank, where their fives may be in danger, before 
autonomy spreads over the territory. The Defence Mimstry 
estimates the number of collaborators at 1,500 or a total off 
6,000 people induding their dependents. The “rehabilita- 
tion” operation, which will cost Several million dollars. Is 
being led by reserve General Menahem Einan, who was 
appointed to the post by Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin m 
February, the newspaper said. “The Israeli government 
considers it has a moral responsibility to ensure the 
personal security and rehabilitation of those who help us 
and who are cow seeking onr assistance," Gen. Einan told 
Haaretz. However he admitted that re-settlement condi- 
tions did not always meet the collaborators' expectations. 
Informers regularly take part in interrogations and torture 
of Palestinian suspects, according to human rights groups. 
The mayors of several Arab towns within Israel bave in 
recent months protested at attempts to settle collaborators 
in their areas. And some Jewish municipal officials have 
refused to accept Palestinian informers fearing trouble and 
revenge attacks. 

Arafat’ s support down in West Bank, Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat’s support in the West Bank and Gaza dropped 
| during recent talks with Israel on expanding Palestinian 
self-rule, a poll showed. A survey of 1,109 Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank and self-rule Gaza conducted by 
the Centre for Palestine Research and Studies (CPRS) 
showed Mr. Arafat would win 49.3 per cent of the vote if 
elections to a self-rule council were held now. A poll 
conducted by the same group in March 1995 showed Mr 
Arafat would win 56.5 per cent of the vote. Only 3! per 
cent of those questioned had a positive view of how Mr 

is managin 8 negotiations 
wrth Israel, with 29 per cent saying it was fair and 26 per 
cent finding it weak the poll said. The poll support for two 
other Palestinian figures remained stable. Mr Arafat’* 
mam rival. Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the jailed leader of the 
Hamas Islamic Resistance Movement, would win 13 4 «er 
cent of the vote, compared to 13.5 per cent in March, the 
poll said. Former Palestinian peace nccotiatnr 
Abdul Shafi, who has criticised Mr. Arafat for not S 
democratic enough, came a distant third with 7.6 per f 
identical to his showing in March. George HalnSi 
Popular Front for the liberation on 
four per cent while the remainder went to "fibers? * 
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CHURCHES 

Sl. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swcifteh. Tcl. *111740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tcl. 
«27R5. 

Sl Joseph Church Tcl. 624590. 
Church of the AnmmchrtJon Td. 
637440. 

Qe la SoBe Ctamfc Tcl. 66I75> 


Terresancu Church Tel: 622366 
Church of (br AmranristJoa Tcl. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Tcl. 630K51. Tcl. 
62KS43. 

Armenian Cathode Church Tcl. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tcl. 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tcl. 771751. 
Amman interna (kraal Church Tcl. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
K2432H. 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Td. 6S4195 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-Day Saints Tcl. 654932 

Church of Nazarene Td.675MI. 

The Evangelical Local Church In 

Amman 

Tcl. SI12V5. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment nf Meteorology. 

Moderate summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with winds 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly active and 
seas calm. 
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Min fMax. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


IK 31! 

25 1 37 

17/35 

23/J* 


readings: Amman 44 per cent. 
Aqaba 20 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Rashcd S963n| 

Dr. Faycz Dabhas 759155 

Dr. Issam Asmar JW05U4 

Dr. Rizq Abu Zmah KW2u5 

Finis pharmacy 66JVI2 

ferdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yucouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcrsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najih plumucs 1447632 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30. Aqaba 36. Hwrodity 


IRBD>: 

Dr Air Al Oman 272032 

Alquds pharmacy f— j 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Favrai HamdalUh *13644 

Khalifch ph a r mac y 9H5417 


EMERGENCIES 

Fond Cimlrnl Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 6611 1 ] 
Civil Defence Immcdutc 

Rescue A3»J4i 

Civil Defence Emergency I'N 

Rescue Police 192. 62 1 III. 637777 

Fire Brigade 61 7101 

Blood Bank 77M21 

Hipbwas Police K43402 

Traffic Police K9639M 

Public Scomts Department . . . 630321 

Hotel Complaints MljNU 

Prtcc Complaints ..... .66||76 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints N97467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7H7III 

Telephone Information 

[directory mMSlancc) 121 

OvcrveusCaHs IIHC3H 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623 HH 

Ahdaii Telephone Repairs 6ol MU 

Jordon Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority OTJIfV) 

Iordan EUcrtnciiv Auiharnv 

H 156 15 

Electric Power 

Company 6363X1 

RJ Flight Inhumation .... BK-S32j*> 
Queen Alia inti. Airport 68-532011 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

'Hussein Medical Centre XI3KI3S32 
Khalidi Matcmitv.J Amn 

644 28 l/f, 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jatul Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 63614(1 

Palestine, Shmcbani M4I7I/4 

S lime Kan i Hospital 6WM31 

University Hospital W584S 

Al-Mtiaslicr Hospital ..... 667227/9 

The Islamic. AMali 666127/37 

At- Abb. Ahdaii 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
A I- Bashi r . J . Ash refich 775 1 1 1 /26 

Army. Marks JW 1611/ 1 5 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Antal Hospital W7155 

The Arab Centre for Mean and 
Special Surgery 8A51W 

ZARQA: 

Zanja GnW. Hospital (09)«O323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

<l*J9UI5H> 

Ibn Sma Hospital . ... (INjmTIQ 
At Itilnu Modem Itusphal (iNivwrnii 
IRBID: 

Pnrwcss Basma Hovpual . .(H2l2?5H5 
Creek Calhnlk HwpUal . (10272275 
Ihn AINilenHiMpiul .. .(<02471111 
AQABA: 

Frmcns Haya Hospital (U3IH4II! 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

05:19 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur ( RJ) 

88:00 Damascus (RJ) 

I0:1S ... Abu DhaN. Al 'Ain (RJ) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

«0J0 Beirut <RJ) 

IOJ0 Doha (RJ) 

10:45 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

l7tJ5 London (RJ) 

17:45 Detroit | RJ) 

17:50 Frankfurt (KJ) 

IH-.40 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
l«:00 Catro. Alexandria (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

04:20 Vienna (OS) 

09:45 Cairo (MS) 

13:40... Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

14:90 MnnfdHYPj 

14:00 Riyadh («W)(SV) 

14:29 Romc(AZ) 


S'*® Aden (DYl 

Beirut (MEt 

Amsterdam i KL) 

O® 55 Bucharest rRO) 

departures 
Royal Jordanian (Rj) 
Flights ’ 

(Terminal 1) 

Beirut i RJ) 

0. 1:00 Aq.ih.i f KJj. 

O'JiW Amsterdam. Ynrk(RJ) 
12:00. . .. Maurrc.?I.Toiuniii(Kji 
12:05 Vienna. Frankfurt I RJ) 

ficncv.t. Brussels (GFl 

Kiris ( RJ ) 

•3:15 Cairo. AlcsjndriatRJ) 

Lundon(RJ) 

Madrid ffU) 

1, :w ■■ ocinjl. Ijinuo (RJ) 

2j:J0 . . . .. Jeddah (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

““T? Damascus (KJ) 

Aim Dh.ihi. Dubai i pj ) 


* 1*2 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

“,2? Damascus I KJ) 

Aim Dh.ihi. Duhai i pj | 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (Rj) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

S Damascus 

M Ucirui fMEi 

Its Cairo f MS) 

Ain; Dfcuh lOF' 

ItirSS * 


Other 

06:30 .. 
08:45. 
Ife45 .. 
13:40... 
1 4 JO ... 
14:55 
Sharm 
15:20 
15:30 ... 
22 : 00 .. 
00:25 
81:55 . 


Al Sheik It. Munich lYp) 

Damascus (,\2l 

Riyadh i *dd) (SVj 

•. Aden (DY) 

•simlcrdam i KLj 

Bucharest (RtU 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 

train 

SSfiSU K ‘" ,,cvcr > Monday 

"rp. Damascus' ^ 

.%rr..Uwi 3,, * m - CVCI > Sun&j y 

” IW P-m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

'-‘ppcr'ltiu lt price kg 

5nn 
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Cornu 12° / Ktl 

Caiili/J,m C r w2ll'l4t) 

Cucumbers | iar^ t ” 7 * 

Cucumbers (small, . . * 4,, . 

Cat lie '7IW l*KI 

Crapes Wll'4» 

Lcm-vn ” 4SW3W 

Marrou IJarcc, " '* f 511 
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Queen Noor urges decisive action 
to end Bosnian civilian suffering 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Her 
Majesty' Queen Noor has 
sent a letter of appeal to the 
wive? of world heads of 
state and heads of govern- 
ment. to leaders, peace 
activists, to Muslim and to 
non-Muslim alike, urging 
them use their efforts to help 
eud the ordeal and the suf- 
fering of the Bosnian peo- 
ple. 

1 am writing you today to 
share with you my anguish 
and shock at the recent turn 
of events in Bosnia-Herze- 
govina and to urge you to act 
in the name of compassion 
and political solidarity for 
the rights and dignity of all 
human beings, said the 
Queen’s message. 

The brutalisation of inno- 
cent Bosnian civilians has 
now been compounded by 
flagrant contempt far the 
force of law that binds us in 


a civilised community of 
nations, said the Queen. 

If the UN-designated safe 
havens in Bosnia are 
allowed to be overrun by 
Serbian aggressors, such a 
precedent would nialce a 
mockery of the concepts of 
the rule of the law and col- 
lective international action 
for peace and security. This 
could imperil the national 
rights and well-being of 
other countries throughout 
the world, the Queen’s mes- 
sage warned. 

While political leaders 
around the world consult 
about the most appropriate 
diplomatic or military 
responses, 1 feel strongly 
that we can use our personal 
influence to work towards 
two immediate aims : to gen- 
erate fresh material assis- 
tance to alleviate the suffer- 
ing of Bosnian civilians who 


are being subjected to inhu- 
man and degrading treat- 
ment and to affirm the 
integrity of the political will 
and force of law of the inter- 
national community, as 
expressed through the Unit- 
ed Nations, the message 
read. 

I urge you to consult 
quickly, the Queen said, 
with the political and 
humanitarian organisations 
in your country in order to 
raise the level of our collec- 
tive action for peace and jus- 
tice to a more effective 
level. 

Let us act firmly together, 
the Queen's message urged, 
to help end this dangerous 
and degrading cycle of polit- 
ical and ethnic militarism 
that may spread around the 
world if it is not firmly sup- 
pressed today in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. . r 


Israeli abuses of human 


rights continue — report 


AMMAN (Petra) — Despite 
Palestinian Israeli agree- 
ments, Israeli authorities are 
going ahead with plans to 
judaise the Palestinian terri- 
tories in violation of all 
international laws, a report 
on the sitation in Israeli-held 
Arab lands, published by 
Palestine Afrairs Depart- 
ment Monday stated. 

The report pointed in par- 
ticular to the ongoing exca- 
vation work under holy 
shrines, including A1 Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem. Digs 
were causing damage to 
nearby schools and archaeo- 
logical sites, the report 
revealed. 

Muslim authorities 

entrusted with safeguarding 


the mosque and holy shrines 
have repeatedly protested 
against the Israeli digs 
which in the past two 
months have caused the col- 
lapse of part of the Omarieh 
school near A1 Aqsa 
Mosque, the report stated. 

The Israelis -have further- 
more prevented workers 
employed by the Awqaf 
department from entering 
the area to inspect the extent 
of damage and Awqaf 
authorities have protested 
against the Israeli decision 
to ban Muslims from reach- 
ing A1 Aqsa mosque for 
- prayers and have alerted 
Arab and Muslim states and 
world organisations of the 
dangers of these practices. 


the report said. 

Israelis were going ahead 
with building settlements in 
various parts of the occupied 
West . Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, the report added, 
while Israelis have stormed 
a number of Arab homes for 
resettlement purposes in the - 
past month and Israeli bull- 
dozers were still at work 
around the city . 

Israelis still hold more 
than 6,000 Arab detainees in 
miserable conditions and 
continue to subject them to 
torture . 

The report said that 1,375 
Arabs have been killed by 
the Israeli forces since the 
beginning of the intifada in 
1987. 



Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf Monday talks to Russian Ambassador to Jordan 
Alexander Saltanov about his country's participation in the Middle East and North 
Africa Economic Summit (Petra photo) 


Russia to take part in MENA summit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Russian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Alexander Saltanov said 
Monday that his country 
will take part in (he Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) Economic Summit 
due to be held in Amman in 
October and will call on 
government-sponsored com- 
panies in his country to help 
in the execution of Jordan- 
ian projects, especially those 
connected with irrigation. 

The ambassador, who was 


speaking at a meeting with 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf, said that Russia was 
willing to back efforts few: 
the establishment of the pro- 
jected MENA Development 
Bank. 

The minister discussed the 
objectives of the MENA 
summit and the on-going 
preparations in Jordan for 
ensuring its success. She 
said that the private and pub- 
lic sectors are combining 
their efforts in preparing 


plans for the projects at local 
and regional levels to be pre- 
sented to the forthcoming 
conference. 

Dr. Khalaf and the ambas- 
sador also reviewed Russ- 
ian- Jordanian relations and 
discussed economic devel- 
opments in the Russian Fed- 
eration. 

Present at the meeting 
were senior Ministry of 
Planning officials and Russ- 
ian embassy staff. 


Israeli-Arab businessmen arrive 
to attend trade talks with Jordan 
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AMMAN (J.T.) - The 
first executive meeting 
between Jordanian ana 
Palestinian-Israeli busi- 
nessmen will open in 
Amman today under the 
patronage oi His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 
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The highlight of the 

- opening ceremony will be. 
?• . an address by the Crown 
5 : Prince to be followed by a 
talk by the head of the 
V Palestinian-Israeli delega- 
re - non, Sami Shahin, who is 
also president of the 
. Nazareth Chamber of 
'■* :• industry and Commerce. 

The Executive Chair- 
- m an of the Hashemite 
.V ■* Association Mr. Ma’an 


Zabian will also give a 
welcoming address at the 
opening ceremony. The 
meeting is sponsored by 
the Hashemite Associa- 
tion. 

More than 150 Palestin- 
ian- Israeli businessmen 
as well as a similar num- 
ber of Jordanian counter- 
parts are expected to 
attend the thfee-day meet- 
ing and deliberate over 
ways to re-establish eco- 
nomic links between the 
two sides. 

The Palestinian-Israeli 
group, who arrived in 
Amman via the Sheikh 
Hussein bridge said that 
they will discuss means of 
initiating trade and eco- 


nomic relations with the 
Kingdom. 

In a statement upon 
arrival here Mr. Shahin 
said: "we Palestinian- 
Israeli businessmen have 
come here to get 
acquainted with Jordan- 
ian businessmen and are 
making the attempt fol- 
lowing half a century of 
non-existence links. We 
also intend to visit our rel- 
atives and friends in the 
Kingdom." ■ 

According to Mr. 
Shahin, the delegation 
represents 19 different 
Arab towns and villages 
and talks will centre on 
areas of cooperation 
between the two sides. 
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Sharif Zeid briefs visiting students on 
Jordanian concern over Bosnia crisis 


AMMAN (Petra) - Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Monday called for 
stepped-up international 
efforts to halt the inhuman 
practices against the Bosn- 
ian population. 

Speaking at a meeting in 
his office with a delegation 
of British and United States 
students, who are currently 
on a visit to Jordan, the 
Prime Minister said the 
world community should 
not sit by passively and 
watch the deteriorating situ- 
ation in former Yugoslavia 
with arms folded. 

The Prime Minister, who 
was speaking two days after 
His Majesty King Hussein 
voiced Jordan's condemna- 
tion of the heinous crimes 
committed by the Serbs 
against the Bosnian popula- 
tion, reiterated Jordan's deep 
concern over human rights 
violations and the aggres- 
sion to which the Bosnian 
people are being subjected. 

In reference to the Pales- 
tine question and the Middle 


East peace process, the 
Prime Minister said that Jor- 
dan was ready to provide all 
possible assistance to the 
Palestinian people to enable 
them to establish their own 
independent state on Pales- 
tinian soil. 

Speaking in the presence 
of Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, the Prime 
Minister stressed that Jordan 
was agains t all forms of vio- 
lence and terrorism, and that 
the country desired nothing 
more than friendly relations 
with all nations in general 
and Arab countries in partic- 
ular. 

The delegation was.earlier 
received by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Education Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh, who briefed the 
visiting students on Jordan's 
history and explained the 
educational system in the 
Kingdom a£ well as the 
Ministry of Education’s pro- 
jected improvement on the 
quality of school education. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, in the presence of Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Monday meets with a delegation of students from the U.K. and U.S. 
and briefs them on Jordan's concern over human rights violations against Bosnian civil- 
ians. (Petra photo) 


Child found burnt 
in Zarqa home 

By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ZARQA - Police Monday investigated the death of a 12- 
year-old girl who was found burnt beyond recognition Sun- 1 
day in her home in the A1 Zawahreh neighbourhood in 
Zarqa, according to official reports. 

According to the report, the victim's body was found by 
officials in the kitchen of ber borne. The child was rushed 
to Zarqa Government Hospital, but was declared dead on 
arrival, one source told the Jordan Times. 

The source said traces of kerosene were detected on the 
kitchen flour and on the victim’s clothes. 

A next-door neighbour told the Jordan Times that tbe- vic- 
tim, Lamia I mad, was alone at home when tbe incident 
occurred, and said that she saw smoke coming out of the 
victim’s window. 

"When rescue units arrived on the scene they found no 
blaze- to extinguish, but a child’s body in the kitchen 
instead,- tbe neighbour said. 

Aschoolmate of the victim, who was the last to see Lamia, 
salq Ihai Lamia had spoken of her despair and depression 
because ber father was in jail and her mother was away most 
of the time at work. 

"Lamia always complained to me that she was sick of life 
because she was lonely and her relatives never took good 
care of her," she said. 

According to the schoolmate, Lamia's grandmother bad 
been living with the family at irregular intervals. Tbe grand- 
mother had, according to tbe schoolmate, left for Amman 
the day Lamia was found burnt 

Tbe victim's father, a neighbour confirmed, was constant- 
ly in and out of jail, and added that Lamia's father had 
divorced her mother and was not supporting the family. 

Zarqa police declined to release any further details. How- 
ever, according to a source, an autopsy will be performed on 
the child’s body to determine if she was murdered before she 
was burnt. 

Saudi child, mother killed in road accident 

Also on Sunday, two people, including a eighteen-moo tb- 
old child, were Itilled and five more injured in a road colli- 
sion on the Madaba highway. Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) reports said. ■ 

The report said that the accident, which occurred near 
Muthalath Thiban, involved a vehicle that was carrying a 
Saudi Arabian family. 

Tbe driver of the vehicle, Mohammad Hamid Umran, 38, 
lost control of his vehicle and overturned, killing his wife 
and one of his five children, according to the report 

The deceased were identified as Za’edah Odeh Umran. 35, 
arid her eighteen-momh-old son Muhannad Mohammad. 

I Mr. Umran and his four children, ages 5 to 14 suffered 
from bruises and fractures and were listed in fair to good 
condition. 

Sunday’s accident brings the number of people killed in 
road accidents over the past four days to three and the 
I injured to 16 people after a road collision Friday between a 
public bus and a private vehicle in Houwara town in Mada- 
ba killed one person and injured 11. 


Witait's goimig ©in 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with die concerned institutions 

LECTURE AND SEMINAR 

♦Lecture, in Arabic, entitled "The Relationship between the Pales- . 
tinian National Council and the Palestinian National Authority” by 
PNC Acting Speaker Salim Za'noun at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman at 630 pm. 

♦Seminar in Arabic entitled "The Modem Poem in Jordan" with the 
participation of Ahmad Muslih and Dr. Sal ah Jarrar at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art at 7.00pm. 

NEWS 

j 

♦ABC News Highlights and McNeil-Lchrer News Hour at the 
American Center on Thursday ai 5.00pm. 

EXHIBITION . 

♦Exhibition in honour of Palestinian intifada victims and detainees 
at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 
♦Works by Khdeir Shukraji at.Ab'ad Art Gallery. 

♦Paintings by Adrian Yahya at Darat Al Funun. 

♦Exhibition on the development of cinema over the past century at 
the French Cultural Centre. 


Jordan Television to dedicate 
Friday in aid of Bosnians 

House condemns inhuman treatmen t of Bosnians 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Television will dedicate a 
special programme Friday 
July 21 to collect contribu- 
tions from Jordanian citi- 
zens and institutions as aid 
relief for Bosnian civilians, 
a statement ' said, after a 
* meeting was held to discuss 
financial assistance to the 
Bosnian people. 

The decision was taken by 
representatives of Jordan 
Radio and Television. Jor- 
dan News Agency, Telecom- 
munications Corporation, 
the Hashemite Charity 
.Organisation, and -the Min- 
istry of Awqaf- and Islamic 
Affairs who held the meet- 
ing Monday in order to dis- 
cuss methods of assistance 
to Bosnian civilians. 

Also Monday, the Lower 
House of Parliament 
expressed Jordanian peo- 
ple's condemnation of the 
brutal massacres committed 
against the Bosnian popula- 
tion al the hands of Serbian 


forces and urged the world 
community to • honour its 
commitments by providing 
protection to Bosnian civil- 
ians. 

The world community and 
various world parliaments 
should exert all efforts 
towards the implementation 
of United Nations resolu- 
tions on the situation in 
Bosnia, a statement issued 
by the House said. 

Serbian attacks have 
caused tbe deaths of hun- 
dreds of innocent civilians 
and the displacement of tens 
of thousands of others as 
well as the demolition of 
homes, the statement said. 

Tbe House has been fol- 
lowing tbe news about tbe 
appalling massacres and is 
calling on the world com- 
munity to honour its obliga- 
tion and provide protection 
to the local civilian popula- 
tion of Bosnia and to allow 
them to acquire the arms 


needed for self-defence. 

The statement appealed to 
all world parliaments, 
including the European par- 
liament to place pressure on 
their governments to take 
action on the implementa- 
tion of UN. resolutions and 
to help find a just settlement 
to the crisis and halt the 
massacre of innocent civil- 
ians. 

The statement voiced Jor- 
danian people’s full support 
for the Bosnians and urged 
Jordanians to extend all 
forms of aid to the Bosnian 
people. 

■> 

Following the statement. 
House Speaker Saed Hayel 
Srour said that Jordan was 
keen on taking on its human- 
itarian role in assisting 
Bosnians and that the world 
community is bound by duty 
to stop tbe brutal attacks on 
civilians and to safeguard 
the human rights of the 
Bosnian people. 


Mafraq farmers complain to 
premier of low tomato prices 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Fanners 
from tbe Mafraq gover- 
norate Monday complained 
to the government over what 
they considered a low price 
rate of tomatoes produced 
by their farms and sold to 
the tomato processing plant 
in Mafraq. 

A group of tomato produc- 
ers voiced their complaints 
to Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker at a meet- 
ing id his office attended by 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Saed Hayel Srour 
and Minister of State 
Mohammad Abu AJeem. 
both house deputies from 
the Mafraq district. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted the farmers as 


saying that tbe recently 
fixed government price of 
Jt> 50 a tonne of tomaio 
brought to the plant for pro- 
cessing was not fair and 
would not enable tbe fann- 
ers cover the cost of produc- 
tion inputs . 

Tbe fanners expressed 
hope that the government 
would raise the price rate of 
tomatoes to ensure a reason- 
able margin of profit for the 
producers.. 

In reply the prime minister 
promised that the govern- 
ment will look into the 
problem as soon as possible 
and will try to serve the 
fanners justice . 

Jordan processes tomato 
at three plants :one at Gfaor 


Safi in the south , another at 
Arida west of Amman and 
the third at Mafraq and the 
government normally fixes 
tbe price rates of tomtits sold 
to these plants for process- 
es- 

According to Petra, the 
government had recently 
taken a decision to fix rite 
price of these tomatoes at JD 
50 a tonne, scrapping an ear- 
lier rate of JD 30 to JD 60 
per tonne of tomatoes 
depending on the quality of 
tomatoes . 

It said that the new rate 
was considered by the gov- 
ernment as fair because it 
does not leave room for mis 
judgment of the quality of 
tomatoes on the part of the 
processing plant. 


Dairy producers give in to price rise terms 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

Amman — Dairy produc- 
ers on Monday decided to 
cancel a planned strike 
and td give in to tenns 
spelled out by the Min- 
istry of Supply on the 
price increases of fresh 
milk as well as other dairy 
products. 

In a meeting held by ten 
dairy producers at the 
Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, dairy produc- 
ers agreed to buy fresh 
milk for the new price of 
230 fils per litre, and to 
sell dairy products 
according to the new rates 
winch were set by com- 
mittee members from the 
Ministry of Supply, Min- 
istry of Agriculture and 


the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, plus representa- 
tives of dairy producers. 

In a statement sent to 
the Ministry of Supply, 
producers hoped that the 
ministry would form a 
technical committee to 
study the cost of produc- 
tion in light of the rise in 
production input. 

The Ministry of Supply 
says representatives of 
dairy producers in the 
committee, agreed on the 
price hikes of the dairy 
products, which allows 
for a 10 per cent profit 
margin for dairy produc- 
ers. 

“They changed their 
mind, and called for a 
strike because they are 
greedy,” said Head of the 
Public Relations Depart- 
ment at the Ministry of 


Supply, Ahmad Theban. 

The dispute erupted 
when the Ministry of Sup- 
ply had to increase the 
rices of fresh milk on 
epteraber 10th from 210 
fils to 230 fils per litre, 
due to the pressure the 
ministry faced from cow 
breeders when prices of 
animal feed rose in the 
international market. 

The decision will cost 
us an average loss of JD 
13,000 a month despite 
the new increase in dairy 
product prices, said 
Mr.Omar Horani, deputy 
general of Jordanian 
Dairy Products. 

"We want the increase 
in the prices of the dairy 
products to be equal to the 
increase in milk prices," 
Mr. Horani added. 



World News 
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Sri Lankan rebels admit 


losing 80 , including women 


COLOMBO X Agencies) — 
Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas have admitted losing 80 
fighters, including women 
suicide bombers, in land and 
sea battles in their northern 
Jaffna stronghold since Fri- 
day, residents said Monday. 

They quoted the rebel 
radio station as saying 17 
“Sea Tigers," all but one 
women, were killed in a bat- 
tle at sea off the Jaffna penin- 
sula Sunday. Three of the 
women were "Black Tiger" 
suicide fighters, they said. 

Tiger radio also -said 63 
rebels were killed Friday m a 
major counter-attack on gov- 
ernment troops who had adv- 
anced to within six kilometres 
of Jaffna city in a week-long 
offensive. 

The Sri Lankan military 
said Monday that 17 rebels, 
apparently on reconnaissance 
missions, were killed on the 
Jaffna peninsula Sunday 
evening and Monday morn- 
ing. 

Tiger radio promised more 
counter-attacks on the army; 
said the residents on arrival 
at Vavuniya, the north- 
ernmost town under govern- 
ment control. 

They said one civilian was 
killed and five were wounded 
in heavy army shelling of the 
peninsula Sunday. 

Sunday's naval battle in- 
cluded the sinking of a navy 
command ship by Tiger di- 
vers who attached time 
bombs to it as Tiger boats 
made diversionary attacks, a 
military spokesman said 
Monday. 

A navy Dvora-dass fast- 
attack craft taking pan in the 
battle in whicb three Tiger 


boats were sunk, captured 
two women rebels swimming 
in the area after the fight, he 
told Reuters. “There were 
three female cadres swim- 
ming In the area," he said. 
“When our Dvora went to 
puck them up. one swallowed 
cyanide. We captured the 
other two.” 

'Rebels of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 


li gers or lamii teiam 
(LTTE), fighting for an inde- 
pendent homeland for minor- 
ity Tamils in the north and 


east, wear cyanide capsules 
around their necks and often 


around their necks and often 
swallow them if in danger of 
capture. 

Tiger radio said only one 
boat was lost in the attack, 
residents told Reuters. 


The command ship, one of 
three used to monitor north- 
ern waters and guide navy 
patrols to intercept rebel 
boats, sank after it was holed 
in two places. 

The attack was the second 
in the same place in the past 
year — Sea Tiger divers sank 
a similar ship there in August 
— and was similar to an 
attack on April 19 in whicb 
two Shanghai-class gunboats 
were sunk in the eastern port 
of Trincomalee. 


That attack broke a 14- 
week truce and brought to a 
halt peace talks on ending a 
12-year ethnic war iu which 
the government says more 
than 50,000 people have been 
killed. 

Since the truce ended, 
more than 600 rebels, sol- 
diers and civilians have been 
killed. 

The spokesman said gov- 
ernment troops who pushed 


dose to Jaffna City were con- 
solidating their positions and 
conducting search operations 
for rebels in captured terri- 
tory. 

The army says 64 soldiers 
and a "large number" of re- 
bels have died in an offensive 
codenamed Operation Leap 
Forward. 

Rebel radio said Saturday 
150 soldiers and 50 Tamil 
Tiger rebels had been killed 
since the offensive began and 
hundreds of thousands of 
Tamil civilians had fled their 
homes. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
says more than 100 people, 
mostly civilians, have been 
killed. 

At least 30 people were 
killed when a Tamil Tiger 
guerrilla truck, packed with 
arms and-explosives. blew up 
accidentally in Sri Lanka’s 
northern Jaffna peninsula, 
press reports here said Mon- 
day. 

Tamil sources travelling 
from the region, whic h is 
dominated by the LTTE, said 
a blast had occurred at Tha- 
vadi Saturday but had no 
casualty figures. 

The state-run daily Obser- 
ver said 30 people, including 
civilians, died in the accident, 
which occurred as security 
forces continued the offen- 
sive. 

Meanwhile Sri Lankan au- 
thorities were trying to estab- 
lish the identity of 21 Sri 
Lankans found dead inside a 
truck in western Hungary, 
the Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. 

The Sri Lankans were 
found dead, probably from 


heat asphyxiation, Saturday 
in a truck in a parking lot 
near the town of Gyoer. 

Earlier reports from Hun- 
gary said that 18 had died. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
its consul in Hungary would 
visit some of the survivors 
Monday and try to establish 
the identity of the victims. 

The ministry was exploring 
the possibility of bringing the 
bodies home, an official said. 

Nineteen Sri Lankans who 
survived the journey said 
they had each paid S80O to 
human smugglers who had 
disappeared along with the 
driver when the truck was 
discovered. 






Sinead O’Connor 
returns to the 
music scene 






mg. 





The surviving Sri Lankans, 
who boarded the truck in 
Romania on Thursday, were 
severely dehydrated and 
taken to a hospital in Gyoer 
in “very bad condition," a 
Hungarian police spokesman 
said. 


A Cook County medical examiner pushes a record hot weather hit the midwest for several 
gurney carrying the body of, one of the people days in a row (AFP photo) 
killed by heat related causes in Chicago alter 


Scores more die in U.S. heat wave 


A policeman’s suspicion 
was raised when be noticed 
the truck parked with its win- 
dows open in the parking lot. 

The victims apparently had 
had nothing to eat or drink 
for three days. 


Bulgaria arrest driver of 
death truck 


Bulgarian police have 
arrested the driver of the 
truck, Bulgaria’s interior 
minister told state television 
Sunday. 

Interior Minister Lyubomir 
Nachev said the arrested man 
was the driver of the trade 
alleged to have been used in 
illegal trafficking of people 
from Sri Lanka. 


CHICAGO (AP) — Police 
vans filled with th&dead kept 
roiling up to the morgue as 
another 56 victims were 
added to the grisly toll five 
days of extreme heat has 
taken on the people of this 
city. 

The 56 deaths, coming 
atop 62 logged in the city 
since Wednesday, pushed the' 
national toll from heat and 
storms to at least 213, includ- 
ing an 80-year-old Pennsylva- 
nia man who’s been out sea- 
ling his tar driveway in 34- 
degree Celsius (94-degree 
Fahrenheit) heat. 

Among Chicago’s dead 
were a 75-year-old woman and 
her 65-year-old husband. 


found dead in their 49-degree 
Celsius (120-degree 
Fahrenheit) bedroom Friday 
with a ceiling fan whirring 
overhead. 

“We wondered why they 
were in the bedroom and not 
in the basement where it's 
cool,- but they couldn’t walk 
down there,” neighbour 
Danyel Gooch said. 

The nation's deadly tally 
topped the count in 1987, 
when at least 96 deaths from 
the plains to the east coast 
were blamed on heat, but 
didn't approach the 1980 heat 
wave that killed an estimated 
1,500 people. 

Though it hatched storms, 
the cool air was rushing in. It 


wanned to 33C (92F) at 
Baltimore- Washington Inter- 
national Airport, compared 
to Saturday's record of 39C 
(102F). Boston enjoyed a 
high of 36C (78F), down 
sharply from Friday’s 38C 
(100F). the hottest it's been 
since 1977. 

In Philadelphia, autopsies 
performed Sunday revealed 
that heat contributed to the 
death of 15 people, said Jeff 
Moran, a spokesman for the 
city health department. 

In New York City, 1 1 peo- 
ple died of heat-related 
causes in the 24 hours ending 
at 8 a.m. Sunday, said Ellen 
Borakove, a spokeswoman 
for the medical examiner. 


LOS ANGELES ( AP) — Af- 
ter three years of therapy, 
Irish anger Sinead O’Connor 
is back on the music scene 
with a pixie-style haircut and 
8 new outlook on life. 
O’Connor, 28, is performing 
this summer with other acts 

35 part of the Loliapalooza 

*95 Tour. It marks her first 
forma! U.S. appearance since 
the then-bald singer was 
booed at a Bob Dylan tribute 
concert three years ago after 
tearing up a photograph of 
Pope John Paul II on Amer- 
ican television. Now sporting 
short, dark hair, she’s singing 
songs that deal with her 
strug gl es as a victim of -child 
abuse. "The thing that saved 
me was therapy,” said 
O'Connor, who was raised a 
Roman Catholic. “I went 
specifically to people who 
s pecialise in the* treatment of 
survivors of child abuse. “I 
was in a bad way as a res ult of 
what was going on within my 
family, so I had to take a few 
years to recover from that 
basically,’’ she said of .her 
physical and emotional abuse 
from her late mother. 


Carnivorous 
pandas belie 
cuddly Image 


Japan’s LDP props up Murayama 


Obasanjo 
gets life, 

1 4 sentenced DE JANEIRO, Brazil The detonations began ab- 

(AP) — In a scene one wit- out 5:30 p.m. and lasted 90 

tn in ness like ned to a “ war minutes, creating a large 

lU viLtlUi ILI movie,” explosions tore cloud. They were felt up to 17 

XT-! rtan* o through the Brazilian Navy’s kilometres away. Smaller ex- 

JLNlgena primary arms depot on an plosions continued hours 

island 200 metres offshore, afterward. 

LAGOS (AIT) — General Dozens were missing and Television showed flames 

Shehu Musa Yar'Adna, nnm- JearecLdead- throughout— the 56-hectare 

ber two in former President .. Navy officials estimated up (138-aci#) depot, almost five 
Oluseeun O has an jo's, admi-r to -100 people -could have. • hours 'after the first -exolo- 1 


Brazil arms depot rocked 
by blast; dozens missing , 


LAGOS (AFP) — General 


The detonations began ab- 
out 5:30 p.m. and lasted 90 
minutes, creating a large 
cloud. They were felt up to 17 
kilometres away. Smaller ex- 
plosions continued hours 
afterward. 

Television showed flames 


Taiwan 
calls on 
China 
to resume 
talks 


TOKYO (R) — Socialist 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama Monday received 
support in die toughest cam- 
paign of his career from a 
conservative who has spent 
his own career keeping the 
prime minister’s leftist party 
out of office. 

The conservative. Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) stal- 
wart Michio Watanabe, told 
a campaign gathering that 


Watanabe, long a standard- 
bearer of his party’s right 
wing. “But we won't ask him 
to resign.” 

In the first nationwide elec- 
tions since 1993 and the first 
major test of voter opinion 
since Mr. Murayama took 
office, half of the 252 seats in 
parliament’s upper chamber 
are uo for grabs. 


Olusegun Obasanjo V adpni-i 
nistration, and 4-3 other mem- 
bers of the military have been 
sentenced to death after 
being convicted of trying to 
topple Nigeria's military gov- 
ernment, press reports said 
Monday. 

There was no official con- 
firmation of the reports. 

A special military court 
sent General Obasanjo and 
10 other civilians and mem- 
bers of the military to prison 
for life, the independent 
newspapers This Day, AM 
News and Vanguard re- 
ported. citing sources close to 
the convicts' families. 

Other defendants re- 
portedly received jail sent- 
ence > of between two and 25 
years. 

Gen. obasanjo.. 60, was the 
only African military ruler to 
have relinquished power 
voluntarily, ending his 1976 
to 1979 regime after free civi- 
lian elections. 

There is no right of appeal 
over the military tribunal's 
decision. 

Banner headlines in Mon- 
day's newspapers were de- 
voted to the reported ver- 
dicts. “Coup plotters may be 
shot this week." AM News 
said. 

“Appeals pour in for coup 
convicts." wrote the Van- 
guard and Tribune. “North- 
ern elite plead for Yar'Adua, 
Obsanjano." said This Day. 
while the Daily Champion 
took up the theme with 
“Pope pleads for Obasanjoo 
others." 

According to AM News, 
the 14 sentenced to death had 
been transferred to the Kiri- 
kiri maximum security prison 
in Lagos where "armed sol- 
diers. in combat fatigue, 
beefed up security at 'the 
weekend." The paper went 
on to say “the executions 
could take place this week." 

On Friday. Defence Minis- 
try spokesman General Fred 
Chijul^ told a press confer- 
ence that sentencing had 
taken place for 40 military 
officials and civilians accused 
of trying to overthrow- Gener- 
al Sani Abacha's military reg- 
ime in March. 

Three other people, being 
tried in absentia, were also 
sentenced and warrants 
issued for their arrest. One of 
these is former Leiutenant- 
Colonel Sambo Dasuki. the 
son of Nigeria's top Islamic 
official Sultan Ibrahim Dasu- 
ki from the northern state of 
Sokoto. _ , 

However, Gen. Chijuka 
did not reveal the nature of 
the sentences, which still 
have to be approved by the 
country's highest ruling body, 
the Provisional Ruling Coun- 
cil. 


been at the depot near Rio at 
the time of the explosions, 
the CBN Radio Network re- 
ported. 

TV Globo, quoting the 
Navy Ministry; said as many 
as 40 people could have been 
killed. At least 20 people were 
injured. 

Thirty-seven homes on Bo- 
queirao Island, the site of the explo- 
sions Sunday evening, also 
were destroyed, TV Globo 
said. 

“The wounded were hug- 
ging each other and crying,’’ 
said state Congressman Jose 
Morai s, commodore of the 
nearby Guanabara Yacht 
Qub. 


(138-acis) depot, almost five TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwanese .. 
-hours rafter tire first explo-^ headers Monday-urged China • 
sfori. " w ‘“’to resume negotiations to 


The depot contained con- 
ventional sea-to-sea Exocet 
missiles as well as guns, rifles 
gunpowder and grenades, TV 
Globo said. A Navy Ministry 


statement issued late Sunday 
said, however, that 
there were no missiles at the 
depot — only ammunition 
and pistols, rifles and can- 
nons. 

Some radio reports specu- 
lated that a hot-air balloon — 
a popular staple at street 
parties this time of year — 
could have caused the explo- 
sions. The. ministry said an 
official investigation would 
begin Monday. 


1st trial in Tokyo subway 
gassing ends in a day 


TOKYO (R) — The first trial 
of a member of Japan's Aum 
doomsday cult at the Tokyo 
District . Court was over in 
one day Monday with the 
accused denouncing the cult. 
The court's judgement is ex- 
pected in September. 

Prosecutors demanded a 
year in prison with labour for 
Takayuki Oikawa, a junior 
member of the Aum Shinri 
Kyo (Aum Supreme Truth) 
sect for trespassing and other 
minor charges. The judge- 
ment and sentence are sche- 
duled for Sept. 5. 

Mr. Oikawa was nor linked 
to the two gas attacks using 
the deadly nerve agent sarin 
alleged to have been carried 
out by top Aum members. 

The first sarin attack, in 
June 1994 in the central 
Japan resort city of Matsu- 
moto, killed seven residents 
and harmed 600. In the 
March 20 Tokyo subway 
attacks. 11 people were killed 
and 5,500 made ill. 

Police arrested Mr. Oika- 
wa on April] 5, some two 
weeks after the Tokyo sub- 
way attacks, for illegally 
parking a car full of parts for 
automatic weapons at a 
Tokyo apartment. 

Prosecutors accused him of 
trying to hide the cult’s 
weapons parts at a time when 
police were conducting mas- 
sive raids on cult buildings. 
Police said the cult was trying 
to mass-produce Russian- 
designed Kalashinkov auto- 
matic rifles. 

Mr. Oikawa admitted to 
part of the charges but denied 
any knowledge of the 
weapons. 

“I first joined the group to 
help other people, but it 
turned oat to be a terrible 
religious organisation,'' Mr. 
Oikawa, 22, (old the court. 


“After this trial, l will not 
rejoin the group. I would like 
to work in the field of wel- 
fare," he said. 

It was the first formal cri- 
minal court session involving 
an Aum member to be held 
at the Tokyo District Court, 
the scene of an expected 
showdown between Aum 
guru Shoko Asahara, 40, 
and state prosecutors in mid- 
October. 


'to resume negotiations to 
achieve eventual reunifica- 
tion of the rivals, whose rela- 
tions have been soured by 
Taipei’s latest efforts to win 
international recognition. 

Premier Lien Chan, speak- 
ing at the opening of a de- 
velopment seminar here; 
called on China to soften its 
stance and peacefully negoti- 
ate with Taiwan. 

"Only with mutual trust 
and peaceful cooperation will 
the two sides be able to 
negotiate and finally achieve 
unification,’ Mr. Lien said. 

Cross-strait relations, nev- 
er cordial, have been further 
soured by Taiwanese Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui’s "private 
visit" to the United States 

China retaliated by sus- 
pending high-level talks be- 
tween the two semi-official 
bodies set up to conduct 
negotiations between Taipei 
and Beijing, which have no 
direct political contacts. 


Mr. Murayama can keep his 
job even if his party is sound- 
ly beaten in Sunday’s upper 
house- election.- 

“It’s only an issue^thin 
the Socialist Party even jf the 
party wjns only half of the 
seats it won previously or 
only a single-digit number of 
seats,” said Mr. Watanabe. 

Mr. Watanabe 's LDP is the 
dominant partner in the 
three-party ruling coalition of* 
Socialists and LDP splinter 
group Saldgake. 

Japanese political tradition 
would require Mr. 
Murayama to resign as 
Socialist chairman if his parry 
fares badly Sunday, as it is 
projected to do in many sur- 
veys. 

But Mr. Watanabe and a 
host of other leaders of the 
LDP, bitter foes of the 
Socialists from 1955 until 
they formed an unlikely 
coalition last year, say Mr. 
Murayama should stay on 
come what -May. 

“It is possible that Mr. 
Murayama will no longer be 
able to stay in the post of 
Socialist chairman," said Mr. 


are up for grabs. 

The fate of the Murayama 
administration has beoxne 
almost the sole issue in an 
election for which all major 
fHfitfes Ji^ve adopted policies 
so similar, that voters are ex- 
pected to shun the polls or 
vote in television celebrities 
as a protest. 

But analysts say the LDP 
both enjoys the benefits of 
incumbency without having 
its leaders held directly acc- 

un table and fears the con- 
tentious battle that would 
erupt if it bad to pick a 
successor to Mr. Murayama. 

Mr. Watanabe is seen as a 
possible challenger in a he- 
ated election in September 
for the presidency of the LDP 
between current party head 
Yohei Kono, the foreign 
minister, and Ryu taro Hashi- 
moto, tire tough-talking trade 
minister. 

Ironically, it is Mr. 
Murayama's Socialist deputy 
who has pushed the hardest 
to make him take responsibil- 
ity for his party’s electoral 
fate. 

Wataru Kubo, the Socialist 
general secretary, long in- 
sisted that the party should 


view an outcome of less than 
22 seats, its tally from the 
previous upper house 
election in 1992, as a loss for 
which Mr. Murayama should 
be held accountable. 

But Mr. Kubo later lo-* 
we red the hurdle for Mr. 
Murayama from 22 to 15 
seats, and on Sunday 
appeared to join the LDP in 
unconditionally wishing him 
a longer stint in office. 

“We have already 
announced an economic sti- 
mulus package and have .tfye 
respo risibility to implement a 
' after the election,” Mr. Kubo,, 
said rh a televised debater’ 1 - 

In a sign of how topsy- 
turvy politics has become in 
the Murayama era of left- 
right alliances, LDP moder- 
ates have taken swipes at the 
Socialists even as LDP hawks 
defend them. 

The LDP president, Mr. 
Kono, viewed as a dove in 
the party, Sunday blasted a 
Socialist scheme to trim de- 
fence' spending as “a per- 
formance for election pur- 
poses." 

And last week another 
LDP moderate, former 
Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa, in a comment 
opjxrsition leaders have since 
taken to quoting in their cam- 
paign, referred to the un- 
workability of a right-left 
government. 

“It is not Murayama's 
fault." Mr. Miyazawa said. 
“It’s difficult to form an 
alliance between the LDP 
and the Socialist Party." 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
cuddly image of China's giant 
pandas as gentle, bamboo 
munching introverts has been 
shattered by the discovery of 
a highly carnivorous colony 
of the endangered animals, a 
report said Saturday. The 30 
pandas which live in the 
Heizbugou Valley nature re- 
serve in southwest Sichuan 
province "still inherit the 
habits of the carnivorous 
animals of ancient times,” 
the Xinhua News Agency 
said. 


| Jack the Ripper 
named again 


U.S. reaffirms comprehensive test ban goal 


LONDON (AFP) — Jack the 
Ripper has been identified 
agam, this time as an Amer- 
ican homeopathic doctor 
named Francis Tumblety, the 
Daily Telegraph reported. 
Monday, quoting yet another 
book on the Victorian serial 
lgiller. The -book^ tcu be rpnbr 
fished -Ai^^and .entiffed 
The Lodger V was .written ’by 
Stewart Evans", a British 
policeman, and Paul Gainey. 
The main source is a letter 
from the head of the police 
Special Branch, John Lit- 
tiecfaOd, dated 1913. The let- 
ter, never published before, 
said Tumblety was the main 
suspect in the bloody mnr- ^ 
dere of four prostitutes inT 
London’s East End in 1888, 
which has fascinated amateur 
and professional criminolog- 
ists ever since and led to a 
host of more or less plausible 
identifications of the Ripper. 
The Daily Telegraph said 
that according to the Lit- 
tlechild letter Tumblety was 
arrested shortly after the last 
murder when his landlord 
discovered blood on one of 

his shirts. But he was charged _l 
only with sexual offences and I 
freed on bail, whereupon he 
fled to the United States and J 
was never traced. The mur- : 
ders in London ceased, but ! 
? n ”| ar killings occurred later ■ ! 
in Nicaragua and Jamaica. 


Asahara has been indicted 
on three counts so far: On 
murder charges from the 
March 20 Tokyo subway 
attacks*, on murder and des- 
truction of a corpse for the 
strangling of a follower in 
December 1994. and for ille- 
gally ordering the production 
of the hallucinogen LSD, the 
truth serum Thiopental, 
Amphetamine stimulants and 
other drugs. 

On Sunday, police brought 
fresh murder and attempted 
murder charges against Asa- 
hara over the Matsmnoto 
nerve gas attack. 

Sunday's police move is in 
Japanese judicial terminolo- 
gy called a "re-arrest” of an 
accused already in custody 
and gives investigators 21 
days to question a suspect 
before formal indictment. 


More than 30 of his top 
followers face a similar array 
of. charges but six prime sus- 
pects in the snbway attack are 
still at large. 

Asahara has denied all 
charges. 


Many of his top followers, 
however, have acknowledged 


their roles under police ques- 
tioning, resulting m a huge 
amount of affidavits against 
their guru, according to 


Japanese media drawing 
from restricted police brief- 


from restricted police 
mgs. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Ginton administration, 
on the 50th anniversary of the 
first atomic explosion, reaf- 
firmed its goal of ending nuc- 
lear testing. 

“We are prepared for the, 
possibility that the United 
States has already conducted 
its last nuclear test." .said 
White House science adviser 
John H. Gibbons. 

He addressed a daylong 
. forum commemorating the 
’Trinity test" that shook and 
lit up the new Mexico desert 
before dawn on July 16, 1945 
— just 21 days before his- 
tory's first atomic bombing at 
Hiroshima that hastened the 
end of World War n. 

Energy Secretary Hazel R. 
O'Leary, whose department 
oversees the U.S. nuclear 
arsenal, said (he United 
States, as the originator of 
the atomic bomb “cannot 
now shrink from our con- 
tinuing responsibility" to lead 
the way to a comprehensive 
test ban treaty. 

Mr. O'Leary and Mr. Gib- 
bons said promise of a global 
end to testing was essential in 
■persuading governments to 
agree last spring to indefinite 
extension of the non- 
proliferation treaty. 

The administration reaf- 
firmed its current test mora- 
torium after France last 
month announced plans for 
one final test round, but 
some officials have been re- 
ported recommending recon- 
sideration. 

Mr. O’Leary said, howev- 
er, the administration is 


"aggressively working to per- 
manently end nuclear testing 
through successful comple- 
tion of a comprehensive test 
ban treaty... the goal since 
the Bush administration." 

Dr. Edward Teller, often 
called the father of the hyd- 
rogen bomb, told Sunday's 
gathering at the National 
Academy of Sciences that in 
retrospect, it might have 
been a good idea to demons- 
trate the awesome new 
weapon high over Tokyo Bay 
before using it against a city. 

A demonstration high in 
the sky visible to Emperor 
Hirohito and 10 million 
Japanese “might have had 
the same effect” as the 
Hiroshima bombing in finally 
prompting the emperor to 
intervene on the divided war 
council in favour of surren- 
der. said the 87-year-old Tel- 
ler, who was active in de- 
veloping the atomic bomb. 

.The emotional fires ignited 
by the world’s first atomic 
explosion still burn bright at 
the stone monolith perpetual- 
ly guarding "ground zero." 

The sorrow, fear, anger 
and awe that arrived with the 
atomic age were reflected 
Sunday in the faces of people 
who came to Trinity site to 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the bomb. 

The first atomic bomb ex- 
ploded here on July 16, 1945, 
at 5:29:45 a.m. mountain war 
time. The blast produced a 
flash of light seen 420 
kilometres away, a roar 
heard 80 kilometres away — 
and a mushroom cloud that 


rose 12,192 metres (40,000 
feet). 

“You think, how such de- 
vastation. It's amazing what 
they had to do to end the 
war,” said Rob Johnson of 
Albuquerque. 

O there came in anger and 
sorrow. 

One man splashed a vial of 
red liquid on the rough stone 
and mortar marker. As au- 
thorities moved to dean it 
off, another protester 
shouted "you can’t wash the 
blood off. He merely made it 
visible.” 

The man with the vial and 
two other protesters who 
argued with army personnel 
were escorted off tne range. 
No arrests were made, said 
range spokesman Larry Fur- 
row. 

5omc of the record 5308 
visitors made a point of 
touching the marker at the 
exact moment when the 
bomb exploded 50 years ago. 
A snaking line of cars stretch- 
ed more than five miles down 
the single lane road to the 
remote desert range about 
320 kilometres south of Los 
Alamos. 

Visitors came to get closer 
to history or to buy com- 
memorative T-shirts. But 
everywhere were those who 
could find nothing to smile 
about. 

“I wept. I am a little trou- 
bled. I feel very sad." said 
Dildar Gartenbere, wearing a 
green headband bearing the 
phrase “stop plutonium.” 

The Berkeley, California, 
woman struggled to rein in 


her tears as she stood not far 
from a cluster of fellow pro- 
testers walking around the 
monument in sandals, robes 
and flowing garments. 

The % protesters, who re- 
mained peaceful despite 
occasional shouting matches 
with other visitors, sang in an 
attempt to heal what they 
called the Earth's first "ato- 
mic wound.” 

The sparsely vegetated cir- 
cle marking the blast site w a < 
covered with people snapping 
photos of historical markers'", 
inducting a replica of Fat 
Man. the bomb dropped on 
Nagasaki, Japan. 

Koga Taketoshi. a senior 
director with the Japan 
Broadcasting Corp.. said he 
was trying to remain impar- 
tial while working on a 
documentary about the 
bomb's effects on Nagasaki 

“ l kn f w man y People died! 
When I sec something like 
the Fat Man bomb, it’s kind 
of an emotional feeling " h* 
said through an interpreter 

Larry Luedke of Albul 
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Female foeticide 
on the rise 
in S. Korea 


SEOUL (AFP) — « Too 
many grooms, not enough 
brides... now, it could be 
your problem," is the latest 
slogan scratched on walls all 
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Karachi peace talks adjourned for 3 days 
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KARACHI (AFP) - The 
Pakistan government and the 
ethnic-based opposition 
group Mohajir Qaumi Move- 
ment (MQM) Monday ad- 
journed for three days their 
talks aimed at ending vio- 
lence in Karachi, a joint 
statement here said. 

The negotiations will re- 
sume Thursday in Islamabad 
where the two sides started 
the current peace process last 
week. 

The vaguely-worded state- 
ment gave no indication of a 
breakthrough, saying only 
that it was decided to ex- 
amine “grievances” and to 
refrain from making "pro- 
vocative" public utterances 
against each other. 

Both sides, the statement 
said, "strongly condemned" 
acts of terrorism and violence 
and agreed to “cooperate" 
on restoring peace in the 
troubled city. 

It said the MQM had de- 
manded the return of those of 
its members who have been 
recently shifted to the in- 
terior of Sindh province from 
Karachi prison. 

The head of the MQM 
delegation, Ajmal Dehlvi, la- 
ter told reporters that his side 
had submitted a list of 300 
party members who have 
v been transferred from the pro- 
vincial capital Karachi to dis- 
tant jails in other parts of 
Sindh. 

The government side at the 
talks, which lasted three-and- 
a-half hours, was led by Law 
Minister Nabi Dad Khan. 

Some 2.000 people have 
been killed in political and 
ethnic violence in Karachi in 
the past 18 months. 

Eight more people died 
Monday in different parts of 
the city. 

While the talks were 
underway, snipers shot dead 
six people in separate inci- 
dents and police found two 
bullet riddled bodies in cen- 
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Kama! Azfar (centre), governor of Sindh Delhvi of ethnic-based Mohajir Qaumi Move- 
province escorts two chief negotiators, N.D. men! (MQM), for talks, in Karachi (AFP 
Khan (left), federal minister for law and Ajmal photo) 


tral Karachi. 

"Restoration and con- 
solidation of peace in Karachi 
is the top priority," the law 
minister said. 

Observers said Mr. Khan's 
remarks indicated the nego- 
tiators might identify some 
confidence-building mea- 
sures to help defuse the situa- 
tion. 

The MQM negotiators 
have 18 demands concerning 
the political and social grie- 
vances of migrants who ser- 
ried in big dries of southern 
Sindh province after the 
partition of the subcontinent 
in 1947. 

Nearly SO years after inde- 
pendence, the Urdu-speaking 
immigrants from India are 
still considered Mohajirs, or 
refugees, in Pakistan's south- 
ern region. Although their 
language is also the national 
language of Pakistan, Sindhi 
is the predominant language 


in Sind province, of which 
Karachi is the capital. 

The MQM says Mohajirs, 
who dominate Karachi, make 
up 22 million of ethnically- 
divided Sindh's estimated 50 
million people. 

A charismastic community 
leader, Altaf Hussain, who 
now lives in self exile in 
London, launched the party 
in 1985 to highlight com- 
plaints of alleged discrimina- 
tion of migrants. 

The government holds 
MQM responsible for much 
of the violence and acts of 
terrorism, while the party, 
denying the charge, attri- 
butes the troubles to what it 
calls the government’s anti- 
Mohajir policy. 

The government has put 
forward 21 demands which 
call on the MQM to de- 
nounce violence, desist from 
strike calls, stop targetting 
non-Mohajir residents and 
close its alleged training 


camps in India. 

Meanwhile, the hotel in- 
dustry in Karachi has been 
devastated by the violence, as 
foreign tourists and business 
people steer clear of the trou- 
bled port city. 

Almost half of the 1.S00 
rooms in Karachi’s rive-star 
hotels have remained un- 
occupied for the past few 
months, Maudood Lodhi. 
chairman of Karachi's stand- 
ing committee on hotel and 
tourism, said Monday. 

Mr. Lodhi, who is also a 
member of the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry (FPCCI), 
told AFP that hotels had 
suffered millions of dollars in 
losses of income. 

Some foreign missions 
have advised their nationals 
to observe caution while 
travelling to Karachi but 
most foreign visitors already 
prefer to meet elsewhere in 
Pakistan to conduct business 
talks, he said. 


EU states protest against French nuclear tests 


BRUSSELS (R) — Seven 
European Union countries 
protested in private session 
Monday against France’s in- 
sistence on resuming nuclear 
testing, an EU diplomat said; j 
Sweden; 1 Denmark, FirK . 
land, Ireland, Austria, Lu^i 
embourg and the Nether- 
lands all expressed their dis- 
may with Paris’ decision at an 
EU foreign ministers meet- 
ing, the diplomat said. 

The diplomat said France 
had rejected the criticism and 
said last week’s protests at 
'the European Parliament 
' when deputies tried to shout 
down French President Jac- 
ques Chirac was the worst 
possible way of trying to in- 
fluence French policy. 

Swedish Foreign Minister 
Lena Hjelm- Wallen appealed 
to French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Charette to recon- 
sider the decision to resume 
nuclear weapons testing on 
the South Pacific, atoll of 
Mururoa. 


In a statement made avail- 
able to Reuters she called the 
French decision “utterly re- 
grettable" and said the grow- 
ing criticism of the French 
decision was harming EU un- 
ify ‘and. the credibility ' of its 
foreign . and security .policy 
role. 

Following weeks of inter- 
national protest over the 
French president's decision 
to conduct nuclear testing, 
one ex-minister says the 
French people should have 
the last word. 

Jack Lang, a Socialist and 
former culture minister, sug- 
gested Sunday that a vote 
could give conservative Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac a way 
out of the controversy. 

“One of the best ways to 
come to a decision without 
dishonoring himself or the 
country is to call on the 
French people," he told TF-1 
television. 

Mr. Lang said resuming 
nuclear testing was "a mis- 


take and a contradiction to 
peace" but that there was 
"still time to reverse such a 
decision." 

‘There is a lot of-talk 
about a rcfcs-^dmrfcMDofcSafiR 
ing the citizens arid oVgamV 
ing a serious debate m Francfe 
for or against nuclear testing. 
On this basis, we can main- 
tain or reject the nuclear 
tests," he said. 

Mr. Lang also proposed 
setting up “with France’s in- 
itiative," an “international 
conference on nuclear stabil- 
ity.” 

Mr. Lang served under 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand, who called a morator- 
ium on nuclear weapons test 
blasts in 1992. Mr. Chirac 
and military officials say 
France needs to stage eight 
more underground tests in 
French Polynesia beginning 
in September to ensure the 
reliability of France’s nuclear 
arsenal. 

The French public has 


generally been supportive of 
France's nuclear policy, but 
Mr. Chirac's test plans have 
sparked widespread protest 
in ' other countries. 

Former French- Prime 
Minister-Wi chel Rocard said 
in an Interview with Televi- 
sion New Zealand Monday 
that President Chirac should 
reverse his decision to re- 
sume nuclear testing. 

“The good solution would 
be for him to stop the test 
programme," Mr. Rocard 
said during an interview on a 
weekly current affaiis prog- 
ramme conducted by TVNZ 
presenter Ian Fraser. 

Mr. Rocard, who visited 
New Zealand in 1991 when 
he was prime minister and 
apologised for French sabot- 
age of the Greenpeace ship 
the Rainbow Warrior, said he 
would have advised against 
the resumption of nuclear 
tests. 


Ghali warns Burundi it risks civil war 


BUJUMBURA (R) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali has bluntly warned 
Burundi's feuding factions 
that their central African 
country risks civil war unless 
they negotiated with each 
other. 

On the final leg of an 
African tour overshadowed 
by figthing in Bosnia, the 
U.N. chief was scheduled to 
address a joint session of 
Burundi's parliament to try 
to bridge the gaping rift be- 
tween the Tutsi minority and 
-*Hutu majority. 

After arriving in Bujum- 
bura from Angola Sunday, 
Dr. Ghali met parliamenta- 
rians from the Hutu- 
dominated FRODEBU party 
and Tutsi-dominated UP- 
RONA opposition party for 
90 minutes in the evening. 

“The secretary-general’s 
language was blunt enough to 
strip wallpaper," said an 
observer who attended the 
closed door talks. 

“After listening to each 
side blaming the other for all 
of Burundi’s problems. Dr. 
Ghali indicated angrily that it 
was up to both sides to sort 
their problems out," he told 
Reuters. 

“He said this was an edu- 
cated and sophisticated coun- 
try where everyone spoke the 
same language and could be 
at the negotiating table 
together and shouldn’t follow 
the example of Beirut which 
tore itself apart for 15 years,” 
he added. 

Seven parties from the 
opposition said Saturday they 
would not attend inter-party 
peace talks in Ethiopia’s 
capital called by Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) 
heads of state. 

They said they should take 
place inside Burundi. 
FRODEBU, the former ruf- 



United Nations Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali (left) is greeted by Burundi Prime 
Minister Antoine Nduwayo at Bujumbura 
Airport. Dr. Ghali arrived here on an 18-hour 
visit just hours after at least seven people were 


killed and six wounded in renewed ethnic 
violence. Burundi is the fourth country of his 
African tour after Rwanda, Angola and Zaire 
(AFP photo) 


ing party, has said it would go 
to Addis Ababa. 

Dr. Ghali also discussed 
ending ethnic bloodletting in 
Burundi with President Syl- 
vestre Ntibantunganya, a 
Hutu, Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo, leaders of 
the 12-party coalition govern- 
ment and Pierre Buyoya, a 
former Tutsi military dicta- 
tor. 

An estimated 50,000 peo- 
ple were butchered in the two 
months after the assassina- 
tion of Burundi's first freely- 
elected Hutu president in 
October 1993. Tens of 
thousands were killed in 1994 
and this year. 

Dr. Ghali met the high 
command of the Tutsi- 
dominated military Monday 
before addressing parlia- 
ment. 

Gunfire and one hand gre- 
nade blast was heard in the 
centre of the Burundian 
capital overnight — relative 
calm compared with bouts of 


fierce ethnic conflict in the 
last three months. 

Tens of thousands of Hutu 
civilians fled a Bujumbura 
suburb Saturday after a night 
of clashes between troops 
and Hutu guerrillas and 
seven people were killed in 
an ambush outside the city. 

Before Bujumbura, Dr. 
Ghali visited Zairean Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko’s 
jungle palace in Gbadolite to 
discuss nearly two million 
Rwandan and Burundian re- 
fugees in Zaire, Tanzania and 
Burundi. 

More than a million Hutu 
refugees are in Zaire, which 
is already being used as a 
base by Hutu guerrillas to 
launch attacks into Burundi. 
Aid officials fear an invasion 
of Rwanda is planned by 
Rwandan Hutu troops driven 
into exile last year. 

A spokeswoman for the 
secretary-general said Mr, 
Mobutu agreed Sunday to 
cooperate with an interna- 


tional tribunal set up to bring 
to justice the alleged master- 
minds of Rwanda's genocide 
last year. 

She hinted Zaire had 
agreed to the extradition of 
the accused and said Mr. 
Mobutu also agreed to 
cooperate with an inquiry 
into the killing of Rwanda’s 
and Burundi's presidents in a 
downed plane in April last 
year which triggered the 
ethnic slaughter. 

Meanwhile Dr. Ghali has 
postponed a visir to Turkey 
set for this week because of 
the crisis in Bosnia, the Tur- 
kish Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. 

Dr. Ghali was due to visit 
Turkey after his current Afri- 
can tour. 

Dr. Ghali had planned a 
four-day. visit to Turkey be- 
ginning Tuesday, it has been 
put oft until a farther unspe- 
cified, date, Foreign ‘Ministry 
spokesman Nurettin Nurkan 
told a news briefing. 


Cambodia rebels pull back 
from key base;troops advance 


ARANY APRATHET. Thai- 
land (AFP) — Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas pulled back from a 
key rebel base near the Thai 
border Monday ahead of 
some 1,000 Cambodian 
advancing government 
troops, a Cambodian military 
source in Poipet said. 

Thai military analysis sug- 
gested the guerrillas might be 
trying to lure the government 
troops into a position where 
the Khmer Rouge could cut 
off their supply lines and hit 
them from the rear. 

Heavy fighting in the area 
Monday spilled over into 
Thailand when about 100 
Phnom Penh government sol- 
dies who had crossed the 
border exchanged fire with 
Thai forces before being 
pushed back into Cambodia, 
Thai officials said. 

The government assault on 
the Khmer Rouge base ar 
Klar Ngap moved within one 
kilometre of the Thai border 
before dusk, with heavy artil- 


lery, mortar, multiple-rocket, 
grenade and submachine gun 

Thai border forces beefed 
up security and patrols as the 
two Cambodian sides faced 
off at dusk at the Khlong 
Namsai canal, a natural Thai- 
Cambodian border barrier. 

Two Russian-made MI-8 
helicopter gunships were 
seen flying at high altitude 
over Klar Ngap late Monday 
to provide support for gorund 
troops. 

They engaged in a 20- 
minute firefight with Khmer 
Rogue anti-aircraft guns be- 
fore flying back to the gov- 
ernment artillery base at 
Nimitr, Thai border officials 
said. 

The firefight lasted about 
20 minutes before the chop- 
pers flew back to the govern- 
ment artillery base at Nimitr, 
they said. 

The government assault 
began at dawn against Klar 
Ngap, where the rebels' 


365th Division is based, Col- 
onel ’Wanchai Thong- 
sukhum, commander of the 
Aranyaprathet Task Force, 
said. Klar Ngap controls the 
approach to the Khmer 
Rouge stronghold at Phnom 
Malai. 

No casualties were im- 
mediately available from the 
fighting. 

Early Sunday, eight 
Cambodian soldiers were kil- 
led and 11 were wounded 
when their truck was 
ambushed by a platoon of 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas on 
Route 5 near Phum Sala 
Kahom, 10 kilometres west 
of Sisophon. 

Hospital officials in Cam- 
bodia's Mongkol Borei dis- 
trict said at least 100 Phnom 
Penh government soldiers 
had been hospitalised since 
July 4, mainly for wounds 
from landmines or bamboo 
spike traps in the Klar Ngap 
region. 

The wounded soldiers were 


treated at the Norwegian Red 
Cross-run government hos- 
pital. 10 kilometres south of 
Sisophon in Banteay Mean- 
chey province. 

Meanwhile areas around 
Cambodia's main tourist 
attraction, the 12th-century 
temple complex of Angkor 
Wat, have been totally 
cleared of mines and unex- 
ploded ordnance, the govern- 
ment news service reported 
Monday. 

COFRAS, a French de- 
mining organisation which 
has been clearing around the 
Angkor Wat and Angkor 
Thom temples for the last 
two years, has now begun 
demining work near the 10th- 
century temple of Banteay 
Srei. 

A COFRAS official said 
the team had found and de- 
fused 42 hand grenades, four 
artillery shells, 11 mortar 
shells and a large quantity of 
ammunition. 


Russians report to Moscow on Chechen peace talks 


GROZNY, Russia (R). — 
Russian negotiators' at 
Chechen peace talks were ex- 
pected to meet Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin in 
Moscow Monday and discuss 
prospects for a breakthrough. 

Russian and Chechen rebel 
delegates took a three-day 
break from talks in the re- 
gional capital of Grozny Sun- 
day for farther consultations 
with their leaders on the vex- 
ing issue of Chechenya's con- 
stitutional status. 

The status issue lies at the 
heart of the seven-month-old 
conflict in the north Caucasus 
territory in which thousands 
of people have been killed 
since Russian troops were 
sent in to quash a drive for 
independence. 

The Chechens, who un- 
ilaterally declared independ- 
ence from the Russian Fed- 
eration in 1991, want the 
declaration recognised by the 
Russian side. Moscow says 


the issue of status should be 
decided after elections sche- 
duled in Chechenya later this 
year. 

The peace talks, at the 
building of the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), have so 
far produced a shaky cease- 
fire and a disengagement 
plan which would come into 
force once an overall settle- 
ment had been agreed. 

The truce came under fresh 
pressure overnight. 

ITAR-TASS .news agency 
quoted Lieutenant-General 
Anatoly Shirikov, comman- 
der of the Russian operation 
in Chechenya, as saying Mos- 
cow’s forces had come under 
fire 12 times overnight. Three 
Russian servicemen were 
wounded, he said. 

In a separate report, TASS 
said there had been casualties 
among Russian servicemen 
when a supply convoy was 
ambushed near Germen- 


chuk, about 15 kilometres 
. southeast of Grozny, Mon- 
day. 

Gunfire echoed - through 
Grozny during the night, par- 
ticularly in the Leninsky and 
Zavodsky districts, and tracer 
bullets arched overhead, 
TASS said. 

But the city was calm by 
mid-morning. 

Interfax News Agency said 
Mr. Chernomyrdin, who set 
up the latest round of peace 
talks when he was bargaining 
with Chechen rebels during a 
hostage-seizure in southern 
Russia last month, would 
meet the Russian delegation 
in Moscow Monday. 

Chechen delegate Aslan 
Maskhadov, who is the re- 
bels’ chief military comman- 
der and has taken part in the 
peace talks, said Sunday that 
the two sides had to consult 
with their leaders because 
“issues of great principle" 
had to be tackled. 


The Chechens were ex- 
pected to consult with the 
separatist leadership under 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, who de- 
clared Chechenya’s inde- 
pendence in 1991 and has a 
base in the southern moun- 
tains. 

The peace talks were farth- 
er complicated by the chief 
Chechen negotiator, Usman 
Imayev, falling sick. 

When talks broke up Sun- 
day, chief Russian negotiator 
Vyacheslav Mikhailov said 
"certain difficulties" had 
arisen and he accused the 
Chechens of retreating on a 
previous agreement. 

“What we discussed today 
had previously been agreed, 
but today there was the start 
of a retreat from the pre- 
viously agreed formula,” 
TASS quoted him as saying. 

But Mr. Mikhailov, who is 
Russia's nationalities minis- 
ter, added that the talks had 
not broken down, TASS said. 


Yeltsin works on but doctors keep him In hospital 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
ailing President Boris Yeltsin 
worked from hospital Mon- 
day and doctors said he 
would have to remain there 
for the time being to com- 
plete treatment for a heart 
problem. 

A statement by Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s press service said he was 
working almost as usual on 
state affairs. 

But it did not issue a health 
report on the 64-year-old 
Kremlin chief almost a week 
after he was admitted to hos- 
pital and did not say when he 
would be discharged. 

“Specialists say the patient 
must cany on the scheduled 
treatment" in hospital, where 
he has all he needs for work- 
ing," the Presidential Press 
Service said in a statement. 

A spokesman at the Pres- 
idential Press Service told 
Reuters: “The president is 
working on a schedule which 
is dose to his normal work 
schedule when he is in his 
office.” 

Mr. Yeltsin was admitted 
to a Moscow hospital on July 


11 with an ischaemic heart 
condition — a blood supply 
problem. 

In a policy of greater open- 
ness about the president's 
state of health, the Kremlin 
has issued regular statements 
describing how Mr. Yeltsin is 
working from his room in 
Moscow's Central Clinic- 
Hospital and saying he is on 
the road to recovery. 

His wife, Naina, said he 
looked fine when she visited 
him Friday and attacked 
media speculation over his 
long-term health. 

But Mr. Yeltsin’s top aide 
made clear last week that Mr. 
Yeltsin was exhausted after 
four years as president and 
has been under stress during 
a series of political crises in 
recent weeks. 

The aide, Viktor Ilyushin, 
said Mr. Yeltsin had cancel- 
led all engagements until July 
24 and that he was likely to 
stay in hospital all this week. 

No television cameras have 
been allowed to film Mr. 
Yeltsin since he entered hos- 


pital and only one photo- 
graph of him has been issued 
since he was admitted. 

But in an indication of con- 
cern that Mr. Yeltsin must 
not suffer any stress, a meet- 
ing scheduled for Tuesday 
with Ivan Rybkin, the chair- 
man of the State Duma lower 
house of parliament, was can- 
celled Monday on doctors' 
orders. 

"The meeting in hospital is 
out of the question, the presi- 
dent should reebver fully, 
and there is no need to trou- 
ble him,” Mr. Rybkin was 
quoted as saying by Interfax 
News Agency. 

Duties Mr. Yeltsin did car- 
ry out Monday included 
sending messages to the orga- 
nisers of the Moscow Interna- 
tional Film Festival, opening 
later in the day, and to con- 
ference on European secur- 
ity, his press service said. 

He also examined several 
other documents, gave in- 
structions to Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin and 
empowered Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev to represent 


Russia at talks with NATO 
and the European Union in 
Brussels Monday and Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Yeltsin became presi- 
dent in 1991 and faces reelec- 
tion in June 1996. 

He has recently appeared 
tired, looked puffy-eyed and 
walked stiffly in public, caus- 
ing speculation about his 
health and whether he plans 
to seek a second five-year 
term. 

Mr. Ilyushin said one of 
the biggest strains has been 
the seven-month-old military 
campaign to crush the break- 
away Chechen region’s inde- 
pendence bid. 

Mr. Yeltsin has faced harsh 
criticism since he sent troops 
into the north Caucasus re- 
gion, thousands of people 
have been killed. 

Chief Russian negotiator 
Vyacheslav Mikhailov up- 
dated Mr. Chernomyrdin on 
the talks Monday. The talks 
were suspended for three 
days Sunday after the chief 
Chechen delegate fell ill. 


Burma’s Suu Kyi meets diplomats in Rangoon 


RANGOON (AFP) — Bur- 
mese opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi slowly widened 
her circle of contacts Mon- 
day, lunching at the French 
embassy and meeting other 
foreign diplomats at her lake- 
side home. 

A French official said she 
meat “quite some time" at 
the embassy and had a “gener- 
al session" with Ambassador 
Bernard Pottier. But he de- 
clined to give any details of 
their talks. 

It was only her fourth foray 
outside the walled compound 
where she bad been confined 
under house arrest for nearly 
six years until her release July 
10. Workmen were mean- 
while installing telephone 
lines to the residence. 

Throughout the day, cars 
bearing diplomatic license 
plates and flying national 
flags pulled up at the family 
home where passengers were 
discharged for short meetings 
with Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Earlier, she met again with 
colleagues from the National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD), which she helped 
found in 1988, including for 
the first time the NLD’s dele- 
gates to the ongoing national 
convention to prepare a new 
constitution. 

An aide confirmed Mon- 
day that she would attend a 
government ceremony 
Wednesday marking the 
assassination of her rather, 
independence hero Aung 


San, 48 years ago, but stres- 
sed she would keep it low-key 
to avoid incidents. 

She would attend the 
wreath-laying ceremony in 
the morning — her first pub- 
lic appearance — but would 
return home immediately 
afterward, the aide indicated. 

She met Saturday with the 
ambassador of Norway and 
accepted an invitation to 
travel to Oslo to receive the 
Nobel Peace Prize she was 
awarded in 1991, but said she 
did not intend to leave Bur- 
ma for the time being. 

Some 200 Burmese, most 
of them huddled under 
umbrellas, maintained a vigil 
outside her home Monday 
despite several hours of rain 
ranging from a heavy down- 
pour to a steady drizzle. 

A dozen vendors had taken 
up semi-permanent residence 
in the road, selling fresh fruit, 
dried food and cigarettes to 
the crowd. 

The 50-year-old dissident 
made another trip to the @ue 
barring the driveway to her 
home to address bystanders. 
Sheltered under a large green 
and white golf umbrella, she 
again pledged to continue to 
work for democracy. 

The four-minute speech 
was short, but the crowd 
cheered and clapped loudly 
until she asked them to dis- 
perse. When they turned to 
go, they chanted “Long Live 
Aung San Suu Kyi.” 

Security remained light. 


with a half-dozen men in 
uniform lounging near the 
crowd, taking down license, 
plate numbers of visitors and 
occasionally photographing 
people standing outside the 
gate. 

The opposition leader has 
ventured outside her home 
only four times since her re- 
lease, to have her eyesight 
checked, to take a call from 
her husband in England at 
the British embassy, for 
lunch at a relative's nearby 
home and to the French 
embassy. 

Mrs. Snu Kyi was detained 
six years ago because of her 
harsh attacks on the military 
junta that seized power in 
September 1988, crushing a 
nationwide pro-democracy 
movement. 

Perhaps because she was 
the daughter of Aung San — 
gunned down along with 
eight others by men in uni- 
form as they met on July 19, 
1947, to plan Burma’s inde- 
pendence from Britain — she 
was not jailed but was con- 
fined to her home. 

In a separate development, 
a report in Bangkok said 
Monday that Khun Sa may be 
.forced to step down as self- 
proclaimed leader of the 
Shan minority in northeast- 
ern Burma because of his 
allies’ discomfort over his 
alleged drug ties. 

Officials from his .Shan 
ethnic group wanted to re- 
place the warlord, who de- 


clared himself president of 
Shan state m December 1993, 
because his alleged drug con- 
nections were harming their 
independence drive, the 
Bangkok Post said. 

The officials said that U.S. 
pressure on Khun Sa over the 
allegations had resulted in a 
“gradual revolt strategy” 
under which the warlord’s 
political and military posts 
would be filled by other 
members of the Shan minor- 
ity. 

The United States has 
offered a 5200,000 reward for 
the arrest of Khun Sa, whose 
Maung Tai Army (MTA) 
controls a large part of the 
opium-growing Shan state 
and is allegedly financed by 
revenue from tne drug trade. 

The Shan have been 
pushing for greater autonomy 
from Rangoon. 

Meanwhile, a Burmese dis- 
sident group said in Bangkok 
that about 1,000 MTA troops 
had broken away from Khun 
Sa to sign a ceasefire agree- 
ment with the Burmese gov- 
ernment. 

The All Burma Students 
Democratic Front said in a 
statement that the breakaway 
troops would sign tin agree- 
ment, probably Tuesday, that 
would give them control of 
areas in Shan state. 

The report, which could 
not be independently con- 
firmed, said the reason for 
the reported split was not yet 
dear. 
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Shame on sideline 


THERE IS a limit to how much shame the 
international community can live with as a 
result of sitting idly by while a massacre of 
enormous proportions is being carried out 
against the Bosnian people — or is there? 

It seems that the world community, espe- 
cially the Western powers which can call the 
shots in the Balkans, is refusing to admit that 
shame. They are rather hiding behind pre- 
texts that can do nothing to check the Serbs' 
arrogance and aggression as they go about 
not only murdering innocent civilians but 
making a mockery of the whole world, of 
human ethics and of the principles of civility 
that the West never stops boasting of. 

The Serbian attacks on civilians in areas 
declared safe havens by the United Nations 
have disastrous consequences. But the situa- 
tion smacks of even more disgust as one 
watches the impotence with which the inter- 
national community is reacting to the mas- 
sacres. 

The Bosnian conflict has been going on for 
years now. Many an attempt by the West to 
convince the Serbs to silence their guns and 
talk peace with the Bosnians have failed. The 
message in that is clear: The Serbs see no 
reason to end the war against the Bosnians as 
long as they believe that they can invade 
more Bosnian territory and achieve more 
ethnic cleansing with no one to stop them. 
The Bosnians are unable to defend them- 
selves as the United Nations continues to 
suffocate their fighting abilities with the 
embargo on arms imports. The United 
States, with no direct interest involved, is 
reluctant to commit troops in the Balkans out 
of fear that American blood might be shed in 
the process. The U.S. says the tragedy is 
closer to Europe than it is to its lands across 
the Atlantic. That is true. The war is in the 
heart of Europe. And Europe will not allow 
outside powers to intervene in a conflict in its 
own backyard. But Europe is so divided, so 
undetermined and so unwilling to take the 
only action possible to remove the shame in 
which the Bosnian war has engulfed it. The 
Serbs are counting on force to achieve their 
goals in Bosnia. Nothing but real deterrence 
can bait their aggression. 

The world can no longer shrink its respon- 
sibility in Bosnia-Herzegovina. If it is not 
willing to come to the aid of the Bosnians, it 
must at least allow them to defend them- 
selves. That it can do by lifting the embargo, 
and if the Bosnian people lose the war after 
that, at least they would have been allowed 
the right to fight for their lives, for their 
lands and for their future. 




AL DUSTOUR daily welcomed the success of a visit to 
Saudi Arabia by the foreign minister, calling it a step 
forward towards restoring the golden era of inter-Arab 
solidarity. Coming after five years of strained relations, the 
visit is bound to pave the way for the restoration of normal 
ties between the two neighbouring Arab states and 
brotherly cooperation in pan- Arab affairs, said the daily. 
Referring to the statements of the foreign ministers of the 
two countries after the conclusion of the visit, the paper 
said they reflected the genuine feelings on the two sides, 
which are determined to overcome ail obstacles that 
impeded normal relations in the years that followed the 
Gulf crisis. Having achieved this step, said the daily, the 
two countries now stand at the threshold of a new phase of 
fruitful relations which the Arab people of the two 
countries hope will be marked with brotherly cooperation 
in all domains. 


A WRITER in A1 Ra’i daily Monday accused the United 
Nations of failing to live up to expectations in the ongoing 
conflict in former Yugoslavia and to provide protection to 
the defenceless population in the face of Serbian aggres- 
sion. Tareq Masarweh said that every night people watch 
on television scenes of misery and the victims of the 
aggression and hear statements by U-N. officials about 
plans to be taken to deal with the situation but nothing is- 
being done in that direction. Nor only is the United Nations 
faring humiliation at the hands of the Serbs but rather the 
Arab and Islamic countries are to blame for the ordeal of 
the Muslim people of Bosnia. The situation in Bosnia 
would not have deteriorating to such a degree had nhe 
Arab Muslim nations been in a stronger and united position 
within the world community and had they embarked on 
practical steps to provide all kinds of aids to the Bosnian 
civilian population, said the writer. He said the United 
Nations proved to be determined and firm in the face of 
Iraq's occupation of Kuwait and has maintained a crippling 
embargo on the Iraqi people since 1990 but has failed to 
take any meaningful action to protect the victims of the 
attacks by Serbian forces. 


Cafe’s gouge 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 
ON JULY 9. Al Ra’i 
newspaper published an 
article stating the coffee 
prices have fallen interna- 
tionally and will continue to 
fall because of competition 
among overseas suppliers. 
However, the price of cof- 
fee here at home will not 
fall. Why? According to an 
interview with the owner of 
one of the four domestic 
companies that control the 
supply of coffee in Jordan, 
coffee that is being sold in 
the local market was purch- 
ased two months ago at old 
prices. Therefore, the four 
domestic suppliers will not 
lower coffee prices in order 
not to lose money. At first 
glance this justification 
makes sense. But wait a 
minute... 

Almost a year ago coffee 
bean prices in Jordan were 
increased because of, I be- 
lieve. a harvest freeze in 
Brazil which decreased the 
supply of coffee and in- 
creased its price worldwide 
Jordanian suppliers did not 
give us, the consumers, a 
two month grace period: 
Coffee prices shot up im- 
mediately. They did not 
mention the shipping argu- 
ment to the then complain- 
ing consumer. However, 
now that they have pre- 
sented us with the “oP ship 
and wait argument" we be- 
lieve that they made a for- 
tune — they gouged us! But 
wait again, before we start 
pointing fingers and de- 
nouncing our brethren, let's 
examine some of the salient 
features of the case. 

• Coffee is usually traded 
in commodity markets 


where traders sometimes 
use a tool called a futures 
contract. This contract is a 
legally binding commitment 
to deliver or take delivery 
of a given quantity and 
quality of a commodity 
(coffee) at a future date at 
an agreed upon price. Cof- 
fee suppliers who want to 
protect themselves from 
market fluctuations can buy 
a futures contract if they 
fear unfavourable prices in 
the ' future. This type of 
hedging is used by most 
moderately sophisticated 
coffee traders (futures con- 
tracts have been around 
since 1848). Do our four 
suppliers know of this tool? 
I honestly hate to think that 
our companies are not that 
sophisticated because that 
means we have to pay the 
price of their folly. If. on 
the other hand, they are 
sophisticated and have re- 
duced their market expo- 
sure then they are not really 
hurting, but we are. 

•The Ministry of Supply 
believes in floating coffee 
prices. In other words, cof- 
fee prices are to be deter- 
mined by the market forces 
of supply and demand. The 
ministry does not involve 
itself in coffee matters, 
which is a sound policy if 
the market is competitive. 

•The number of coffee 
suppliers is four (according 
to the Al Ra'i article) — 
hardly representative of a 
competitive market struc- 
ture. Usually, a market 
with so few sellers is viewed 
cautiously by regulatory 
agencies throughout the 
world. This market struc- 
ture is called oligopolistic 


and normally exhibits a fair 
degree of market (monopo- 
ly) power. 

•If the four coffee sup- 
pliers decide not to com- 
pete with each other and 
behave instead as a single 
seller by collectively setting 
prices and quantities, the 
sellers are acting collusively 
and their organisation is a 
cartel. This market form 
approaches pure monopoly 
and the usual law of supply 
is no longer applicable. 

• For the cartel to suc- 
ceed in its quest for market 
control, the product it sells, 
in this case coffee, must be 
viewed by the consumer as 
a necessity, otherwise the 
consumer may refuse to pay 
the high price set up by the 
cartel and may switch to 
another product, such as 
tea. This condition was the 
cornerstone of OPEC's 
market control. 

• Coffee is Jordan's 
national drink and is viewed 
by most Jordanians as a 
necessity. Jordanian coffee 
companies stand to gain sig- 
nificantly by keeping the 
prices high. The consumer, 
however, will continue to 
pay the high prices and the 
quantities consumed will 
not decrease in proportion 
to the price hike. 

• Cartels are illegal 
under the Sherman and 
Gayton Anti-Trust Acts in 
the U.S., the British Mer- 
ger Laws, and are forbid- 
den in most developed 
countries. Why? Collusive 
behaviour is anti- 
competitive and deprives 
the consumer of the con- 
siderable gains that arise 
from competition (greater 


quantities at lower prices). 

• As a result of aggres- 
sive price competition, cof- 
fee companies worldwide 

have lowered their prices, 
so a valid question is “Why 
can’t Jordanian companies 
follow suit?” May be be- 
cause they are not compet- 
ing with each other. If all 
four firms have a history of 
price setting (charging simi- 
lar or identical prices) then 
the price of coffee in Jordan 
is not being floated but 
being fixed by undermining 
the forces of competition 
and restricting the flow of 
commerce to the detriment 
of the Jordanian consumer. 
The argument for keeping 
the regulatory body outside 
the coffee market is thereby 
weakened and the ministry 
may be well within its rights 
to interfere and force a 
price reduction that is prop- 
ortional to the price adjust- 
ment of the international 
market. 

In light of the above. 

— there is no justifiable 
reason for coffee prices to 
'remain high; 

— if one firm reduces its 
price then we have evidence 
of non-cartel behaviour at 
-home; 

— in the absence of a 
regulatory body and con- 
sumer advocacy groups, the 
consumer can choose to 
make the switch from cof- 
fee to tea. 

After all. Cafe* Gouge’ 
leaves a bitter aftertaste. 


The writer is professor of 
economics at Mu'ta Uni- 
versity. He contributed the 
above article to the Jordan 
Times. 





50 years after, world is ready 
to ban tests — or is it? 


■By Charles J. Hanley 

The Associated Press 


WEEKS BEFORE they light 
the fuse in the far Pacific, the 
French have set off an explo- 
sion of global protest with 
their plan to resume nuclear 
weapons testing. 

But the nuclear future may 
depend less on what happens 
on a Polynesian island in 
September rhan on the out- 
come of a secretive meeting 
last week at a California re- 
sort. where leading physicists 
gathered to try to help a 
wavering U.S.’ government 
take a stand on a global test 
ban. 

These latest developments 
— a derision in France, inde- 
cision in America — have 
suddenly cast a shadow of 
doubt over international 
negotiations to conclude a 
comprehensive test ban trea- 
ty by late 1996. 

The Polish chairman of 
those talks in Geneva sounds 
worried. 

"It's possible.” Ludwik 
Dembinski said of reaching 
the goal. “But it will be very 
difficult." 

Fifty years after the first 
atomic test explosion in New 
Mexico, on July 16. 1945. the 
nuclear powers* have commit- 
ted themselves to a 1996 
target for banning the tests 
that over the years helped 
them build ever more com- 
pact, durable and finely- 
tuned weapons. 

But after 2,000-ptus explo- 
sions in the Nevada desert, 
the central /^ian steppes and 
the Pacific, some want the 
treaty to allow still more such 
“activities" — tests by 
another name. 

Four declared nuclear 
powers — the United States. 
Russia. Britain and France — 
have observed a test morator- 
ium since 1992. Last month, 
however, the French 
announced they would stage 
eight underground explosions 
at their Mururoa Atoll site 


between September and next 
May. 

Condemnation came 
quickly. Japan. New Zealand 
and other Pacific govern- 
ments protested bitterly.' 
Firebombers destroyed a 
French consulate in Austra- 
lia. Seaborne Greenpeace 
activists tried to invade 
Mururoa. 

The French say they need 
the tests to check the safety 
and reliability of their arsenal 
and to collect data, before a 
test ban, for later weapons 
work via computer simula- 
tion. But arms control advo- 
cates say Paris mostly wants 
to use the tests to complete 
the design of a new warhead. 

The U.S. government reaf- 
firmed its adherence to the 
moratorium. But as attention 
focused on France, things' 
were happening in Washing- 
ton. too. 

The United States had 
been expected to favour a 
test ban loophole to allow 
elementary weapons work via 
miniature nuclear blasts 
underground, with explosive 
yields equivalent to no more 
than four pounds of TNT. In 
late June, however, it 
emerged that the Pentagon 
was seeking a much higher 
“threshold” — reportedly 
500 tonnes, equivalent to the 
power of 300 Oklahoma city 
bombs. 

In meetings last week. 
Ginton administration offi- 
cials were trying to settle the 
U.S. policy dispute. None 
spoke publicly about the 
pending decision, but the 
heat clearly was on. 

“There's a lot of pressure 
within the administration to 
go to a high threshold of 
• several hundred tonnes. " 
said one informed official. 

The heat was felt all the 
way to Geneva. 

- "Several hundred tonnes, 
in my personal view, is cer- 
tainly not acceptable,” Mr. 
Dembinski said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

India's delegate to the 38- 


nation talks was more direct 
in rejecting the idea of any 
tests at all. 

A test ban treaty should 
mean “complete cessation of 
nuclear tests by all states in 
all environments and for all 
'time,'' Satish Chandra, 
.speaking for the Third World 
bloc, declared at one Geneva 


session. 

India is key: If it refuses to 
sign a treaty, its undeclared 
nuclear arms programme 
would remain beyond inter- 
national controls. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion. split between the milit- 
ary and other U.S. agencies 
favouring a near-zero 
threshold, turned for help to 
the "jasons." a select group 
of independent scientists on 
call to advise the govern- 
ment. 

This panel of "wise men." 
first organised in 1958. is 
named after an inventive 
hero of Greek myth. 

A knowledgable source, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said a half-dozen 
jasons — nuclear physicists 
— met in la jolla, California, 
last week with government 
specialists to review the 
threshold question. 

Their discussions ranged 
across an arcane realm where 
milliseconds make the differ- 
ence between small “bangs" 
and unimaginable explosions. 

In a two-stage thermonuc- 
lear bomb, a sphere or non- 
nuclear explosives is ignited 
and “implodes." compressing 
an inner plutonium or ura- 
nium core to critical mass. 
Neutrons arc then fired at the 
core, setting off an atom- 
splitting chain reaction. Thar 
fission explosion in turn com- 
presses a second component, 
of light atoms, which fuse and 
give off heat in an even grea- 
ter fusion explosion. 

Minimal “four-pound" ex- 
periments are fission reac- 
tions aborted in their first 
moments. They arc useful in 
weapon safety work — to 
determine, for example, that 


accidental ignition of the con- 
ventional explosives at only 
point on the sphere produces 
just a small fission yield. 

But Ouistopher E. Paine 
of the Natural Resources De- 
fence Council. 3 Washington- 
based anti-nuclear group, 
says even mini-yield experi- 
ments can aid weapon de- 
velopment. 

Monitoring the implosion 
and core compression, for 
example, can tell designers 
the optimum instant for firing 
neutrons at the fissionable 
core. Mr. Paine said. 

By stepping up to yields of 
several hundred tonnes, the 
"experiments" open many 
more possibilities for desig- 
ners. he said. 

For one thing, weapons 
scientists could monitor the* 
complete fission stage and 
modify designs as a result. 
For another, plutonium cores 
manufactured through a new 
technology could be checked 
out. 

A “zero yield” treaty 
would block the plans of 
U.S., French and other scien- 
tists for new bomb types: 
warheads for carth- 
penerrating weapons, for ex- 
ample, and variable-yield 
warheads. 

The ultimate recommenda- 
tion from La Jolla may have 
been foreshadowed in an un- 
classified report last year by 
jasons who advised against 
even the smallest-yield tests 
under a treaty. The safety 
and reliability of existing 
weapons can be ensured by 
non-nuclear tests for the fore- 
seeable future, it said. 

The closed-door debates 
on the (wo coasts are of 
special interest in Moscow. 

Some in the Russian milit- 
ary complex arc looking for 
reasons to resume testing, 
said Vladimir Kozin, an arms 
control specialist at the Rus- 
sian Foreign Ministry. He 
said he fears the world will 
fall back into, old habits. 

“Wc arc oh the verge of 
reviving the arms race.” 
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Taiwan’s diplomacy 
is it worth it? 


By James Kynge 
Rearer 



TAIPEI — For an indica- 
tion of how much Taiwan 
cares about its status on the 
world stage, consider the 
question of the “million 
dollar comma." 

Taipei’s major objection 
to paying what is expected 
to be millions of U.S. dol- 
lars into a fund at the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
is that it does not like the 
name by which the bank 
knows it, a central-bank 
official said. 

The ADB currently calls 
it “Taipei, China", a name 
Taiwan feels relegates it to 
the status of a tributary part 
of China. If, however, the 
ADB was willing to excise 
the comma and call it 
“Taipei China", then dona- 
tions may start to flow, said 
the central-bank official, 
who asked not to be named. 

"We would probably be 
willing to compromise on 
‘Taipei China* without the 
comma," said the official , 
who explained that “Taipei 
China" implies a sense of 
separateness from Beijing. 

The question of the ADB 
comma reveals how far this 
major economic power is 
prepared to go to combat 
efforts by archrival China to 
downgrade its status and 
keep it a diplomatic outcast 
in the global village. 

But some academics and 
other analysts in Taiwan are 
starting to wonder whether 
Taiwan's efforts to gain 
more international recogni- 
tion,- a policy known as 
“pragmatic diplomacy,” 
may be costing far more 
than it achieves. 

"We should review our 
pragmatic diplomacy. In its 
current form it is not very 
cost effective," said I Yuan, 
a research fellow at the 
Institute of International 
Relations at the National 
Chengchi University. 

He and other analysts 
said a landmark trip by 
^President Lee Teng-Hui to 
the United States in June, 
hailed then as Taiwan's big- 


- gest diplomatic break- 
through in more than a de- 
cade, might have been 

counterproductive. 

Mr. Lee’s trip back to his 
aima-mater Cornell uni- 
versity was the first _U.S. 
visit by a Taiwan president, 
but shrill protests from Chi- 
na have severely strained 
relations. . 

Beijing postponed inde- 
finitely crucial talks with 
Taipei scheduled for July, 
meaning the key issue of 
Taiwan’s relations with 
Hong Kong after the British 
colony returns to Chinese 
rule in 1997 is not even 
under negotiation. 

> As the dock ticks toward 
1997. many in Taiwan are 
becomming acutely aware 
of how much their future 
hinges on a territory that is 
their biggest export market 
and the conduit for most of 
their investments in the vast 
China market. 

“This is the time when we 
should be building bridges 
with the right people in 
China, not destroying 
them ” Mr. Yuan said. 


•China has viewed Taiwan 
as a rebel province since the 
end of a dvil war in 1949 
and tries to block its inter- 
national contacts as a way 
to prevent it becoming 
more independent. 

But Taiwan, recognised 
by only 30 countries, has 
been prepared to pay to 
expand the international 
recognition it sees as insur- 
ance against being swal- 
v lowed ignominiously by its 
* giant neighbour. 


In June it offered to don- 
ate SI billion for developing 
nations if it was given mem- . 
bership in the United Na- , 
tions. 

Much media jubilation 
last week greeted the estab- 
lishment of offidal ties with 
Gambia, a small West Afri- 
can nation dependent on 
groundnuts. 

“What is the government 
doing? How on earth can. 
Gambia help us?” asked V 
ruling Nationalist Party 
! member of parliament who 
"did not want' to be nam&L 


LETTERS 


Sanity’s final stand 


To the Editor: 


.THE ON switch on TV happens to be one of the most dangerous 
buttons found in any household. We have all been warned as 
children not to play with loaded guns, but my real astonishment is 
why no one warned us about a plugged TV. Surely the TV is more 
•dangerous, the only difference I can see is that a gun is a more 
humane way to go. 

As with handling a gun with respect and keep his finger off the 
trigger unless he means business, the same respect should be given 
to the TV and one should never take the decision to press that ON 
switch lightly. Always remember a button's touch away is a world 
waiting to burden you with its misery. However, if you are one of 
those adventurous souls that like living on the edge there are some 
pointers you should follow if you are going to tempt fate and sanity 
on daily basis by switching on your TV set: 

1- When watching the news practice breathing exercises to calm 
yourself, keep reminding yourself that this is not real and it is just a 
sick joke played by the TV network. J 


2- If the above doesn't work try convincing yourself that it is not 
the news but a real tad B horror movie. Alfttie^SIple ^^ £££ 
andttay-are lying there w,th bullets in their Kead! for toelSk 
^ cfit c ^ era - ° n “ the camera is switched off, all would 
me, go home and cany what would pass as a normal life in toe 


3- If toe above methods are ineffective in protecting your sanitv 
then come to terras with what you are heanne ^ 
news ffradnnllv T#4I _ .8 ana Seeing on the 




this misery, that nothing'in the 


. manufacturers have been sublimin^u,. h. „ • ■ 
believing that it is safe to reach out and S 
pamting it green. Reliable surveys haveSv^rh^ £ 
button was painted red 30 oer cent i«i lhat ,f the On 

courage to press it. Older TVs had sih£ r bu£££ W ,w SH*' 
there was much less disturbing news 5 because 

debate is whether tbere ^ 8 aSSSlv the " 2 "* A COtnmon 
bloodshed as today but TV pro»am m ere hart ,? me amount of 
not to show it four times a day everyday At a i h * 00 T ™ 00 sense 
commonly label as news & ^ we mosl 
worse .s noticeable on yearly basis. ‘ hc l f han 8 c “ the 

more shocking but Iks disturbing become 

seerng the ugliest side of man dfy in a^d dJv ge " lI, « used to 
green button any day of the week brin^ out ‘ Passing that 
Uvmg room. Suddenly you are shariSJ k " orid into your 
the dark side of hutiLity StedK? ^ lhin * *P**Sto 
Chechenya and ££ cor P s « 

around the globe. another half a dozen hot spots 


siss — » - - 

reporting is done with no analysis In both toe 

how 3 S many quans of Wood were snin 'S 5 of “formation 
'"fcnMHor. rc Hn ?„„ Sp 5l d - J*-. 


hoS^nd S many quans of Hood™*'? of ^formation 
now and with no real informatinn spilled, where when 

tKSlf 35 W tl,iD 8 without a ^ « kind of 

JSJJS JU5ti *y spring one SSt oHnn^ 3 ' “P reason W 

SlSi 8 n,ce 10 bnd blo0d but 11 

communities arc at each other* .L trad| bonallv interred 


is the U.N dSSLW Serf* are filling 
order jumpcTw 8 ith ,n Why 


to And out exactly whv rra rt' 1 .° Cenf b,ood but * 
each others t inte 8 raled 
the U.N. draggin. are Silling 

>rld order iumocTiii U in Why 


testing Whcn ^ , 0 f“ 

Wtat exacSv h, t T pcrha ps because thev tan ° for &*rth«r 
continuation DMhc r UN°L^ ,mp,icd 
The questions go on ^ 

demands an cach q»»rt of 


demands an answer tt? qUart of inno^m k« ^ ... 

challenging mvSTnilo ,5 . grccn On swfSj?*. bo 9 d s P ,Ued 
peron that kno^SL/vt?- aU& ^ n ? «rcastte,Hv i?° in,l,B tbcre 
without havinethe 3 ?Sl h,ng . Ihal ls Bohu r?? at T* Slate ’ a 
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Disaster for U.N., disaster for humanity 


The fall of Srebrenica, the 
first ‘safe haven’ to go, means 
ethnic cleansing for the 
town’s 42,000 people, writes 
Ian Traynor 


THE FALL OF Srebrenica.* 
the firsts collapse of a U.N. 
“pfe area" in Bosnia, is a 
disaster first and foremost 
for the victims, for the tens 
of thousands of refugees 
crammed into the small for- 
mer silver-mining town in 
the eastern hills. 

Now, for the second time 
in this wretched war. the 
prospect of ethnic cleansing 
is staring them in the face. 
The overwhelming majority 
of the estimated 42,000 in a 
town that was home to a 
tenth of that before the war 
were victims of the Serb 
pogroms of 1992. 

For the beleaguered 
U.N. mission in Bosnia, the 
failure to safeguard Srebre- 
nica despite calling in 
NATO air power will raise 
further protests about the 
futility of of the Bosnian 
operation and increase the 
clamour for a U.N. with- 
drawal from Bosnia. 

There was little sense of 
surprise at U.N. headquar- 
ters in Zagreb that Srebre- 
nica should fall. 

“All three enclaves 
(Srebrenica, Zepa nearby, 
and Gorazde to the south) 
are militarily indefensible." 
said one officer. 

“The Dutch battalion 
there was not equipped. 
“We’re not in a position to 
fight a desperate rearguard 
action and we’re not fight- 
ing the Bosnians' war for 
them.” 

Asked whether the repe- 
ated U.N. warnings to the 
Serbs in the past few days 
and the failure of NATO air 
raids to deter the Serbs 
suggested that U.N. policy 
was bankrupt, he replied 
that the strikes were "in 
close air support" for the 
Dutch troops in SrebreniGa— 
and no Dutch were killed 
by the Serbs. 

The Serb rout, curiously, 
helps to solve one of the 
most acute problems for the 
U.N.: How to extract the 
637 Dutch and the 284 Brit- 
ish from the eastern en- 
claves and get them out of 
harm’s way as part of the 
withdrawal plans. 

The chorus of demands 


for the U.N. to quit is get- 
ting louder, particularly 
among U.S. politicians and 
opinion formers. It is gener- 
ally agreed that the next ’ 
month will be critical to the 
U.N.’s remaining in the 
Balkans, since a decision to 
fotego another Sarajevo 
winter needs to be taken in 
August. 

That timing coincides 
with the scheduled arrival 
in full of the new and well- 
armed Reaction Force, 
mainly British and French 
troops, up to 12,000-strong, 
that widens General Rupert 
Smith's options in prosecut- 
ing his mandate. 

It may be arriving only to 
leave. A bitter irony is that 
the new units will bring the 
size of U.N. force to around 
35,000 men, backed by heli- 
copter gunships, advanced 
weapons, and with NATO 
air power behind it — the 
kind of force that might 
have made a difference two 
or three years ago. 

Even more bitter, it may 
presage the dispatch of a 
NATO expeditionary force 
of up to 60,000 to give the 
Serbs a bloody nose by way 
of farewell. The Serbs 
moved on Srebrenica, and 
may now move on Zepa, to 
pre-empt the arrival of the 
reaction force. 

It now looks as though 
the U.N. is pulling out of 
Srebrenica. Bat what hap- 
pens if the U.N. and its 
political masters do decide 
to throw in the towel and 
pull out of Bosnia too? 

The apocalyptic school of 
punditry predicts a bigger 
and wider war enveloping 
most of former Yugoslavia, 

. humanitarian catastrophe, 
"the extension of hostilties to 
- the south roping in Greece, 
Albania and Turkey, even 
an old-fashioned proxy su- 
perpower conflict, with 
Washington arming and 
backing the Muslims and 
Croats of western Yugosla- 
via while Moscow rides to 
the rescue of the Serbs. 

All or some of this is 
possible. But it seems less 
than probable. The Bosnian 
war is now into its fourth 



Bosnian refugees from Srebrenica wait anxiously to enter a U.N. airport in Tuzla (AFP photo) 


year and far from burnt out. 
Since the Serb blitzkrieg 
that characterised the early 
phase in 1992 and the vi- 
cious Muslim-Croat conflict, 
that dominated 1993, it has 
settled into limited and 
localised offensives focused 
on securing the valley com- 
munications lines so crucial 
in a mountainous country 
and the strategic heights 
that control those routes. 

In this ebb and flow., and 


despite Srebrenica, the tide 
has tpiTied in favour of the 
Muslims and Croats, but far 
from conclusively. 

Outright victory remains 
an extremely remote pros- 
pect. No side in Bosnia has 
the capacity to wage the 
all-out war feared if the 
U.N. stops issuing yellow 
cards and awards itself a red 
card. 

"We're confronted by 
many myths of our own 


•making," argues a Western 
diplomat. “I see no reason 
for the all-out war. They 
will continue to have their 
little needles, to see who 
can do what where. In this 
regard, it's irrelevant 
whether the U.N. is there 
or not.” 

According to James 
Gow, a Balkans military 
analyst at King's College, 
London, the war will not 


inevitably escalate if the 
U.N. cuts and runs. “It can 
go on at the same hobbling 
level.” 

Much will depend on the 
reaction of Serbia and Cro- 
tia and on the success of 
Western pressure in keep- 
ing the Muslim-Croat 
alliance established last 
year relatively intact. 

Of the various war 
machines, the Yugoslav 


(Serbian) army alone is cap- 
able of waging a much big- 
ger war and there is no sign 
that this suits the interests 
of its boss. President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic of Serbia. 

The spillover triggered by 
a U.N. departure is far 
from certain in the south, 
but inevitable in Croatia. 
But the 42-month U.N. 
mission in Croatia is in any 
case on its last legs and wiil 
be lucky to survive the year. 
Following the Croats’ re- 
covery of an expanse of 
territory in a two-day offen- 
sive in May, renewed Croat 
operations against Serb- 
held territory are expected 
by late territory are ex- 
pected by late summer. But 
again this likely to be li- 
mited, with the Croats, like 
the Muslims, engaged in 
nibbling away at Serb hold- 
ings. 

Mr. Milosevic seems pre- 
pared to tolerate this, miti- 
gating the losses around the 
edges with the kind of li- 
mited supplies he continues 
to send to the diaspora 
Serbs. The prospect of full 
victory for the Croats or 
Muslims would force the 
Serbian leader to unleash 
his army, but there is no 
chance of this in the fore- 
seeable future. 

. The U.N. presence in 
.Bosnia and Croatia has 
suited all sides and. inevit- 
ably, prolonged the war. It 
has allowed the Serbs to 
consolidate their grip on 
seized land in Croatia and 
Bosnia behind the U.N. 
buffer. It has enabled 
Croatia to build and equip 
an army from scratch. It has 
provided a similar brea- 
thing space for the Muslims 
to recover and build up 
their military' prowess. 

By its presence and its 
relief work the U.N. has 
also, of course, reduced 
civilian suffering. But that 
is delivering ever- 
diminishing returns, as 
Srebrenica underlines. 

After 40 months, the 
Sarajevo siege is as tight as 
ever. The aid airlift has 
been grounded for three 
months, the longest period 
ever.. The very, term "safe 
haven” is a macabre mock- 
ery. The weapons’ exclu- 
sion zones have collapsed. 
The air exclusion zone is 
not being enforced. In 
short, the entire U.N. man- 
date has dissolved: Most of 
the troops find themselves 
standing around in some- 
one else’s war with nothing 
to do. 

Yasushi Akashi, the 
U.N. envoy, argues that by 


jts presence the U.N. 
“plays an important role in 
ensuring, to some degree, 
the active diplomatic in- 
terest of the international 
community." 

There is. however, pre- 
cious little outside media- 
tion taking place, with the 
five-power Contact Group 
in abeyance. 

But the biggest obstacle 
to a U.N. withdrawal is not 
angst about what might fol- 
low in Bosnia or fear of a 
wider Balkan bloodbath. 
The factors paralysing a 
withdrawal decision are 
NATO’s fear that it could 
go disastrously wrong, the 
political cost to the alliance 
and to the U.N. of such an 
admission of colossal fai- 
lure, and the perennial U.S. 
reluctance to commit 
ground troops. 

For these reasons the ex- 
perts say a more likely sce- 
nario is a partial withdrawal 
out of harm’s way that goes 
by another name — the 
euphemistic buzzword is 
“regrouping.” 

“NATO has two con- 
cluded plans, one to imple- 
ment a settlement, the 
other for a full evacuation. 
Neither is likely to hap- 
pen." says Mr. Gow. “In 
Srebrenica, the U.N. re- 
sponse is likely to be to pull 
their guys out of there, 
which they want to do any- 
way. They can regroup to 
get a stronger and more 
coherent presence, take all 
the vulnerable soldiers from 
outlying places, and that 
clears the way for greater 
use of air power." 

The ‘‘regrouping” is 
already under way. The big- 
gest U.N. contingent in 
Bosnia is based around 
Vitez and Gomji Vakuf in 
central Bosnia with re- 
latively safe access to. the 
Adriatic. The new force is to 
be based at nearby Tomis- 
lavgrad. which would also 
be the NATO evacuation 
headquarters. 

The big “relocation” 
problems are the 5,000 
troops in Sarajevo and the 
almost 900 in the three east- 
ern pockets, which is why 


the fall of Srebrenica would 
appear to help the U.N, out 
°f a fix. ; ; ... i 

"It may -be ihat we have 
neither a staying or a 
going," says the diplomat, 
“but just a quiet reduction 
to safe areas." 

The regrouping means 
abandoning safe havens for 
Bosnian civilians and estab- 
lishing safe havens for the 
troops. 
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There is more to garlic than its unfriendly smell 


By RJma Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ALTHOUGH BODY- 
odour fanatics totally ex- 
clude garlic from their diet 
for fear of ending up 
“friendless,” authoratative 
sources and international 
pharmaceutical references 
stress toe importance of this 
“pure magic” to health and 
well-being. 

“It is common knowledge 
worldwide that garlic is 
essentia] for health- 
concerned individuals,” 
said Munib Saket, professor 
of pharmaceutics and dean 
of pharmacy at the Applied 
Science University. 

Since World War II, 
Japan has been cultivating 
garlic, collecting the re- 
maining parts of the bulbs 
(after harvesting) and mix- 
ing them with the soil to kill 
germs, according to Dr. 


Saket. In Koreai he said, 
statistics show a relatively 
low rate of heart attacks, 
and this is because people 
there “simply eat a lot of 
garlic.” Asians are general- 
ly fortunate to use garlic 
immensely as a flavouring 
to many of their meals, said 
Dr. Saket. 

A recently presented 
Canadian documentary dis- 
cussed how British 
monarc hs prohibited the 
use of garlic in the Z6th or 
17th century due to its bad 
smell; but, according to Dr. 
Saket, because of the ex- 
perience of an Indian 
horsekeeper.. who later 
noted the remarkable ther- 
apeutic affects of garlic on 
his sick horse, it was since 
then advised to mix garlic 
powder with horse food 
stuff as a protective mea- 
sure for all horses. Also, he 
added, the restrictions en- 


forced on the use of garlic 
were no longer applicable. 

Though indigenous to 
South Europe and countries 
of the Mediterranean, the 
plant can be cultivated in 
many temperate zones such 
as China, Japan, Argentina 
and the U.S. In this region, 
it is cultivated in the Jordan 
Valley, Irbid and the West 
Bank and has a flowering 
time between April and 
May. 

German pharmaceutical 
references, said Dr. Saket, 
state that the documented 
therapeutic effects of garlic 
and the medical informa- 
tion gathered about it are 
' reliable for public acknow- 
ledgement. Garlic, be said, 
can be used as a diaphoretic 
(agent inducing sweat ex- 
cretion), expectorant, spas- 
moloytic, antiseptic, bacter- 
iostatic, antiviral, hypoten- 
sive and anthelmitic (worm 


repellant) substance. 

However, the main use of 
garlic in treating chronic 
bronchitis, respiratory cer- 
tain (liquid production in 
the respiratory system), re- 
current colds, whooping 
cough, bronchitic asthma 
and influenza shows that it 
can very suitably substitute 
for antibiotics, according to 
Dr. Saket. “In certain 
cases, garlic is combined 
with other types of plants to 
enhance its effects on the 
body,” he said. 

Many conditions have 
proved garlic to be more 
effective than penicillin and 
other antibiotics; hence it is 
used to kill many germs in 
the blood, said Khamis 
Bitar, owner of Systems 
Scientific Research Centre. 
Also, an active ingredient 
extracted from garlic 
proved, after purification 
and analysis, to be good for 


fighting against cancer, said 
Mr. Bitar. 

With volatile oil, sulphur 
compounds and vitamins A, 
B and C as constituents, 
both garlic and garlic oil 
have diverse uses for the 
body. According to Dr. 
Saket, garlic was valued by 
many ancient civilisations 
as a popular remedy as well 
as flavouring agent. The 
Codex Ebers, an Egyptian 
medical papyrus dating 
back to about 1550 B.C., 
mentioned garlic in 22 ther- 
apeutic formulae that are 
present in Egypt until this 
day. Dr. Saket said. 

Garlic ofl, according to 
Mr. Khamis, can activate 
the body, boost the appe- 
tite, sterilise wounds, 
soothe local pains (due to 
rheumatism and dental, 
gum or ear problems etc.), 
treat dandruff, protect di- 
abetics from certain com- 


plications associated with 
the disease, cure the effects 
of nicotine poisoning, lower 
blood pressure, safeguard 
against cardiovascular 
problems, control 
cholesterol levels in the 
blood, prevent worm inva- 
sion in the body, destroy 
lice and even treat foot 
corns. 

Documented articles re- 
veal that garlic lowers blood 
cholesterol, triglicerides 
and blood viscosity, said 
Dr. Saker. It also activates 
fibrinolysis and inhibits 
platelet aggregation, which, 
he added, lowers the 
chances of a heart attack. 
Because its active ingre-* 
diem contains allicin (sul- 
phur compound), garlic has 
also a beneficial effect on 
blood lipids, blood pressure 
and blood coagulation. Dr. 
Saket said. 

According to German 


scientists, garlic decreases 
blood cholesterol and trig- 
lycerides due to its tenden- 
cy to reduce the level of low 
density lipopoteins (LDL) 
in the blood and increase 
that of high density lipopro- 
teins (HDL), producing a 
favourable shift in the 
HDL: LDL ratio, according 
to Dr. Saket. 

Moverover, researchers 
from Germany, England 
and India recently con- 
firmed that blood pressure 
may be reduced as a result 
of the use of garlic, espe- 
cially in hypertensive pa- 
tients. The plant, he added, 
also decreases blood viscos- 
ity. thus improving blood 
fluidity, and with mild vaso- 
dilation, leading to better 
capillary flow of blood. An 
article published in British 
Medical Journal recently 
ensured that all the above 
mentioned effects of garlic 


tend to lower the risks of 
cardiovascular diseases. 

Finally, Dr. Saket said, 
different articles in many 
international journals point 
out that garlic has a broad 
spectrum of anti-microbial 
activities. Recommended 
dosage for health-conscious 
adults includes a daily in- 
take of two 4o five grams of 
dried garlic bulbs, two to 
four millilitres of garlic 
syrup, 0.03 to 0.12 ml of 
garlic oil or any other 
equivalent preparation. 
However, only small di- 
luted doses should be admi- 
nistered to children. 

With all the benefits of 
garlic to human health, it is 
no wonder that “nowadays 
many countries of the de- 
veloped world hold garlic 
festivals in recognition and 
appreciation of the diverse 
uses this valuable natural 
resource," Dr.. Saket said. 


Israel, Palestinians in marathon talks 


(Continued Grom page 1) 

wanted to restrict redeploy- 
ment from villages and limit 
the movement and security 


responsibilities of Palestinian 
police there. 

. “We will continue today to 
try to iron out the differ- 
ences." a PLO official said. 
Meanwhile Jewish settlers 


Kabariti might visit Riyadh ‘soon’ 


UUP**’ 


P 


(Continued from page 1) 

“After seven months this 
effort "was crowned by the 
invitation to Kabariti to 
visit Riyadh,” the official 
said. 

The situation between 
Riyadh and Amman has 
been consistently moving 
to a point where a meeting 
had to take place if only to 
agree on defining the dif- 
ferences that needed to be 
ironed out, the official said. 

“This is what the latest 
meeting did exactly. 
Bridges had to be built and 
this could only be done 


inrough' a dialogue that 
would move us from an 
abnormaTto a normal situa- 
tion.” 

- Officials admit that 
“some sensitivities, some 
actual problems" remain. 
"But a mood for reconcilia- 
tion has been created," as a 
senior official put it. 

“What matters is that the 

* talks were deep, frank and 
pragmatic. Each Saudi 
grievance was met by a 
Jordanian explanation and 
vice-versa,” the official 
said. “Hopefully we are 
close to restoring full 
understanding and recon- 
ciliation.” 


threw stones, tomatoes and 
eggs at Chairman Arafat's 
adviser Ahmed Tibi near 
Jerusalem on Monday but he 
escaped unscathed, witnesses 
and settlers said. 

“We are talking about un- 
civilised vigilantes. They 
know the only option they 
have is to leave our land in 
Palestine and move back to 
their homes in Israel,” Mr. 
Tibi, an Israeli Arab physi- 
cian, told Reuters. He said he 
was unharmed. 

The settlers first targetted 
Mr. Tibi near the West Bank 
settlement of Tekoa where he 
was taping an Israel televi- 
sion programme on the fu- 
ture of the settlements with 
Jewish settler Rabbi 
Menachem Froman. 

A television crew member 
was lightly injured. 

A short time later settlers, 
waiting for him near the Efrat 
settlement, blocked the road 
with their cars. When Mr. 
Tibi approached in his car, 
several dozen settlers began 
throwing rocks and eggs, the 
witnesses said. 


Aharon Domb, a spokes- 
man for the settlers who con- 
firmed the incidents, said Mr. 
Tibi should consider himself 
lucky to have escaped un- 
harmed. 

“Any enemy of Israel... 
deserves worse," Mr. Domb 
said. 

Also Monday, right-wing 
protesters rioted outside a 
court where Jewish teenagers 
arrested in occupied West 
Bank were appearing. 

Jewish settlers also put up 
mobile homes and a 
makeshift synagogue at Olive 
Hill, a West Bank site where 
they blocked roads and scuf- 
fled with police last week in 
protest over the planned 
Israeli troop withdrawal. 

Resistance by Jewish set- 
tiers in the west Bank is 
growing as Israel and the 
PLO negotiate the final de- 
tails of a troop pullout and 
expansion of Palestinian self- 
rule. 

Two police officers were 
hurt and three protesters 
were arrested in Monday’s 
protest outside the Jerusalem 


magistrate’s court, a police 
spokesman said. 

Twenty-five people were 
detained early Sunday for de- 
monstrating and blocking 
traffic outside the police sta- 
tion in Hebron, where a 
teenager was being ques- 
tioned for shooting a Palesti- 
nian man with a slingshot. 

Eight teenagers who were 
arrested appeared in court 
Monday morning and were 
released, police said. 

“It is very hard to believe 
that Jews treat Jews like they 
are enemies," said one of the 
teens. 

Near the Kiryat Arba set- 
tlement next to Hebron, 
dozens of settlers occupied a 
vacant apartment building on 
Sunday night. Settler Rina 
Kadosh said the action was a 
protest against the detention 
of the teenagers. 

Rabin defends Arafat 

Prime Minister Rabin dis- 
missed international criticism 
of Mr. Arafat’s crackdown on 
Islamic militants, saying hu- 


man rights violations counted 
less than success in stopping 
terrorism. 

In a speech to Jewish fun- 
draisers, Mr. Rabin noted a 
report from the human rights 
group Amnesty International 
that blasted Mr. Arafat for 
violating international con- 
ventions. 

“I wish that no one will 
support Amnesty about this 
issue,” he said. 

Amnesty demanded in 
April that Mr. Arafat dis- 
mantle a military court that 
has secretly tried more than a 
dozen suspected Islamic mili- 
tants, including four 14-year- 
olds. 

Mr. Arafat set up the court 
in response to pressure from 
Israel and the United States 
to combat violent opposition 
to the peace process. 

Mr. Rabin said most im- 
portant was that Mr. Arafat 
was attempting to stop vio- 
lence that has killed 124 
Israelis since the signing of 
the Israeli-PLQ peace treaty 
in September 1993. 


House panel demands 
equal treatment 

(Coatbmed from page 1) 


In the Parliament’s session 
at the end of last month, 
opposition deputies, headed 
by the lAPs 16-member 
bloc, managed only 21 votes 
against 46 in favour of refer- 
ring the draft law to the joint 
Judiciary and Financial Com- 
mittees. 

While Islamist deputies 
strongly fought against the 
draft law in principle, centrist 
deputies called for condition- 
ing land sale to Israel with 
reciprocal action from the 
Jewish state. 

They argued that the 
Israeli government owns 93 
per cent of the land in the 
Jewish state and bans the sale 
of private ownership to fore- 
igners. The Israeli real estate 
market is dosed to all fore- 
igners in accordance with 
Israeli laws. 


Dr. Dughmi asserted that 
the new amendments added 
to the draft law included all 
forms of safeguards against 
any future manipulation of 
the law and that -all land sale 
or lease to foreigners will be 
controlled by the govern- 
ment. 

The Islamic deputies had 
also exerted several attempts 
in the past to block or post- 
pone the discussion of the 
draft law. 

The draft law is expected 
to be referred to the House 
next week. On the House’s 
agenda at the moment is the 
draft labour law with 108 out 
of its 145 articles approved. 
On Wednesday's agenda is a 
35-article draft law on the . 
environment that is not ex- ' 
pected to draw extensive de- 
bate. 
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EU signs ground- breaking 
^association treaty with Tunisia 


I BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
; European Union on Monday 

• signed a groundbreaking 
I treaty of association with 
! Tunisia in a first step towards 
•the creation of a free trade 
•zone between the two in ab- 
:out 12 years' time. 

The treaty is just one of a 

• series of agreements the EU 
'hopes to sign with countries 
:of the southern Mediterra- 
nean rim in an effort to bind 
the volatile economies closer 
'to western Europe. 

; The 15-member Europan 
;Union agreed earlier in June 
.this year to help boost the 
.economies of the southern 
Mediterranean countries in a 
‘bid to stop the drive of Isla- 
mic fundamentalism on 
^Europe's southern shores. 

; Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Yahia said that 
the deal marked *‘a turning 
point in our relations with the 
-union” and expressed satis- 
faction that Tunisia had be- 
come the first Mediterranean 
country to sign such an agree- 
ment with the EU. 


“We hope that this agree- 
ment will make Tunisia even 
more attractive as a centre 
for investment, production 
and exchange and will sup- 
port our efforts to update our 
economy," he added. 

What now had to be asses- 
sed was how the EU and 12 
Mediterranean and Middle 
Eastern countries prepared 
for a regional conference in 
Barcelona, at the end of 
November, the minister con- 
tinued. 

Under the agreement, 
announced at EU headquar- 
ters in Brussels, Tunisia is to 
remove all customs duties ap- 
plied to EU industrial goods 
during a period of 12 years 
with the exact timing varying 
depending on the goods con- 
cerned and the state of the 
relevant sectors of the Tuni- 
sian economy. 

Customs duties on agricul- 
ture goods are also to be 
wound down while the EU is 
to provide direct financial 
assistance to modernise the 
Tunisian economy, encour- 


age investment from Europe 
and improve the competitive 
position of Tunisian com- 
panies. 

The union also hopes to 
sign an agreement soon with 
Israel and is conducting talks 
with Morocco, though prob- 
lems over fishing rights have 
put a block on advances in 
the Rabat talks. 

In the first half of 1994, the 
EU -Tunisia trade balance 
showed a 504 million ECU 
(S655 million) surplus in 
favour of the Union, down 
from 1.14 billion ECUs in the 
same period of 1993. 

Tunisia's main trade part- 
ners in the Union are France. 
Germany and Italy. 

Since 1976, the Union has 
given 7S3 million ECUS ($1 
billion) on financial aid to 
Tunisia under an economic 
cooperation agreement. 

At their Cannes summit in 
June. EU leaders agreed a 
total aid package for 1995- 
1999 of 5.685 billion ECUs 
for the Mediterranean re- 
gion. 


U.S. backs China’s trade 
privileges despite arrest 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher staunchly de- 
fended renewal of U.S. trade 
privileges for China Sunday 
despite Beijing's arrest of a 
Chinese-American human 
rights activist. 

Mr. Christopher also indi- 
cated Washington's intention 
to participate in a U.N. con- 
ference on women scheduled 
to be held in Beijing in 
September, but would not 
say if first lady Hillary Clin- 
ton would attend. 

"It is important to empha- 
size that the United States 
has a great deal of need to 
keep engaged with China,” 
Mr. Christopher said in a 
televised interview. "It is a 
very powerful and important 
country.” 

“We don’t intend to try to 
contain them,” he said, in an 
apparent reference to the old 
cold war policy of seeking to 
curb the expansion of the 
communist-ruled giant’s influ- 
ence in Asia. 

He said the arrest of natur- 
alised U.S. citizen Hany Wu, 
detained at the Chinese- 
Kazakh border on June 19, 
was a "thorn in the side” of 
^lateral relations. 

; Mr. Wu, who has been 
charged with spying on recent 
“trips to China, left a letter in 
;the United States explaining 
.• why he felt compelled to re- 

• turn to his native country to 
: expose its prison system. The 

message appears in The New 

• Yorker magazine's July 24 
; issue. 

Mr. Wu came to the Un- 


ited States in 1985 after 19 
years in Chinese labour 
camps where he was held as a 
political detainee. 

In the United States, he 
devoted bis time to exporing 
the Chinese labour camp sys- 
tem, which he described in 
his letter as: "A vast prison 
machine that crushes all ves- 
tiges of humanity — not only 
flesh and blood by spirit and 
ideals was well." 

He returned to China in 
1991 and then again in 1994 
to investigate the labour 
camps. 

“Returning to the main- 
land bolds great dangers for 
me, not the least of which is 
the possibility of once more 
losing the freedom and 
happiness that were so hard • 
to come by in the first place 
and of causing my beloved 
wife to endure a lifetime of 
sadness and pain,” be said m 
the letter. 

"But still, the sound from 
the mine in my ears seems to 
ask, ‘Who will go?’ And the 
answer that comes back is ‘If 
I don’t go, then who will’?” 

Mr. Christopher called for 
Mr. Wu’s prompt release but 
reacted coolly to suggestions 
that the United States show 
its displeasure by revoking 
China’s most favoured nation 
(MFN) trading status or pull- 
ing out the U.N. conference 
in Beijing. 

“The United States will 
strongly support the mainte- 
nance of most favoured na- 
tion for China under the 
present circumstances,” Mr. 
Christopher said. 


President Bill Clinton re- 
newed China's MFN status 
June 2. MFN. granted to 
nearly all U.S. trading part- 
ners, provides for the lowest 
standard U.S. tariffs. 

“We should condemn the 
detention of Mr. Wu under 
these circumstances, but at 
the same time I believe that 
most favoured nation status is 
in our interest as well as 
being in the Chinese in- 
terest,” the top U.S. diplo- 
mat said. 

He also said the U.N. 
gathering was a once-in-a- 
decade event and "that's a 
desirable conference to go 
ahead... I would try to sepa- 
rate the issues.” 

U.N. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright is due to 
chair the U.S. delegation but 
Hillary Clinton has expressed 
an interest in attending. . 

"No decision has been 
made as to whether or not 
she will go,” Mr. Christopher 
said. “But I would hope that 
the whole episode is behind 
us well before that confer- 
ence takes place. I think it 
would be in everybody’s in- 
terest if it is.” 

“It would be very desirable 
to put the Harry Wu episode 
behind us so we can put our 
relationship back on a solid 
track,” Mr. Christopher said. 

“There have been some 
ups and downs in the past,” 
he said. "But I think that at 
the present, if we maintain a 
steady course and get 
through these episodes, we 
can establish the kind of rela- 
tionship we need with Chi- 
na." 



ACROSS 
1 Soft mineral 
5 Inventor of locks 
9 Cake kind 

12 At right angles 
to the keel 

14 Beaver Stale 
capital 

15 Small bill 

1 6 Title pursuit of a 
kind 

18 Small drink 

19 Baltic native 

20 Secret meetings 

22 Unctuous 

23 Seattle sound 

24 Rider's perch 

27 Musical 

composition 

30 City in Spain 

31 Entertained 
sumptuously 

32 "Rabbi — Ezra" 
(Browning) 

33 Finish last 

34 Smooth and 
effortless 

35 Braid 

36 Incite attacks 

37 Ride a sled 

38 Attorney 
general, once 

39 Solemn 
entreaters 

41 Analyzed 
sentences 

42 Speechify 

43 Sweet roils 

44 Entry 

46 Least important 

50 Peeve 

51 Shrewd 
bargainer 

53 Stooge name 

54 Of a certain 
epoch 

55 Previn or Agassi 

56 Go undercover 

57 Work as an 
usher 

56 Ump’s call 

DOWN 

1 Record 

2 Lincoln and 
Burrows 

3 Furnished 

4 Be lovely-dovey 
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5 Adventure tale 

6 — king 

7 Taught classes 

8 Came into view 

9 London lawmen 

10 Squadron 

11 — up 
(invigorates) 

13 Bay in Luzon 

14 Sojourn 

17 World’s longest 
river 

21 Craving 

23 Before four 

24 Chip dip 

25 Dodge 

26 Music provider 

27 Dr. of literature 

28 Coax 

29 Put money in 
the pot 

31 Sudden blaze 

34 In need of 
podiatry 

35 Darius and 
Xerxes 

37 Attends without 
an invitation 
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38 Chanted word 

40 Ten or end 
ending 

41 Golf stroke 

43 Auxiliary verb 

44 Objectives 


45. Rider's whip 

46 Exam letters 

47 Icelandic opus 

48 Feudal worker 

49 Type of surgeon 
52 Inlet 


Lebanon trade 
deficit grows 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
trade deficit widened to 
$3,172 billion in the first half' 
of 1995 from $2,529 billion 
for the same period last year 
the finance ministry said on 
Monday. 

- Exports rose 36 per cent to 
$345 million from $253 mil- 
lion for the same six-month 
period last year but imports 
rose 26 per cent to $3,517 
billion from $2,782 billion, 
said. 

Major imports included 
electronic machinery (17 per 
cent), transport equipment 
and cars (10 per cent; and 
food products (eight per 
cent). 

. Paper products came first 
on the list of exports, consti- 
tuting 26.6 per cent of the 
total followed by textiles with 
10 per cent and precious 
stones with nine per cent. 

Italy maintained its num 
ber one position on the list of 
Lebanon’s suppliers with 13 
per cent of the total, followed 
by the United States, Ger- 
many and France. 

The United Arab Emirates 
came first on the list of coun- 
tries importing Lebanese 
goods, followed by Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, France. Jor- 
dan and Kuwait. 


Iran to offer 
10 oil projects 
to foreign firms 


DUBAI (R) — Iran, quickly 
following up its success in 
sidestepping a U.S. economic 
embargo, will invite foreign 
oil companies to bid for work 
to develop 10 major projects, 
a senior official said on Mon- 
day. 

“We are going to have an 
international tender for 10 
other projects in the coming 
weeks,” Seyed Mehdi Hus- 
seini, head of oil exploration 
and international agreements 
at state-owned National Ira- 
nian Oil Company (NIOC) 
told Reuters in defiance of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton’s 
bid to isolate Islamic Iran. 

Iran's offer to foreign firms 
to develop its oilfields and 
refineries comes four days 
after NIOC agreed with 
French oil company Total SA 
a $600 mSlion deal to develop 
the Sirri E and Sirri A 
offshore oil and gas fields. 

Total, with apparent 
French government support, 
replaced the U.S. company 
Conoco that was forced by 
Mr. Clinton to withdraw 
from Iran, which is accused 
by Washington of fostering 
international terrorism and 
seeking to acquire nuclear 
arms. 

“The doors are open. Ev- 
erything is clear, the way has 
been paved for cooperation.” 
Mr. Husseini said, adding 
that future contracts would 
be based on terms similar to 
those agreed with Total. 

Mr. Husseini said Total 
would recover the cost of its 
$600 million investment in 
not more than five years 
through liftings of crude oil 
from the Sini fields. 

Total’s share price fell last 
week on the news of the deal 
because of concerns about 
profitability and political 
risks. 

But Mr. Husseini stressed 
the fields' reserves were large 
enough to pay Total back 
quickly, estimating Sirri A 
would produce at least 20.000 
oil barrels per day (bpd) and 
Sirri E 100.000 bpd. 

Output of Sirri A oil and 
gas would begin in two and a 
half years and from Sirri E in 
three and a half years, he 
sadi. 

Total is expected to start 
work on the project within 
three months and its officials 
could be based at the Iranian 
port of Bandar Abbas or at 
Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates. 

More than half of the 10 
additional projects on offer 
will covem Iran's offshore 
oil. gas and condensate 
fields, he said. 

Also in the tender will be 
the construction at Bandar 
Abbas and expansion of a 
refinery on Lavan Island in 
the Gulf. 

NIOC intends to issue ten- 
ders detailing the projects by 
the end of July and will invite 
interested companies to a 
Tehran seminar in September 
to familiarise themselves with 
the plans. 

Foreign investment is cru- 
cial to the future of Iran's oil 
ndustiy which will have to 
bring new offshore oilfields 
on stream over the next five 
years if it is to retain its 
position as the world's second 
largest oil exporter, after 
Saudi Arabia. 


■ ^ 

UAE boosts water, power output to face demand 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
( UAE) is investing billions of 
dollars to upgrade its water 
and electricity production to 
face a rapid rise in consump- 
tion due to economic and 
population growth, experts 
said Monday. 

The second phase of the 
giant A1 Tawita desalination 
plant, one of the biggest in 
(he Middle East, is scheduled 
to be completed this year 
while other major hydro- 
electric projects are on the 
cards. 

Experts said the water, pro- 
jects. which will cater for the 
domestic needs in the long- 
run. indicated the UAE’s de- 
termination to rely on its own 
resources despite offers from 


Turkey and other countries 
to supply it with fresh water. 

"Projects with such a size 
show the UAE does not want 
to import water apparently 
for security reasons," one ex- ■ 
pert said. 

Official figures showed 
average consumption exceeds 
360 litres per capita a day and 
it is growing by nearly 10 per 
cent annually. 

A report by the official 
news agency WAM said on 
Sunday the second phase of 
A1 Tawila project near Abu 
Dhabi would produce 273 
million litres of drinking wa- 
ter and 732 megawatts of 
electricity per day once it is 
completed by the end of this 
year. 

The first phase was com- 


missioned two years ago and 
it had a production capacity 
of around 72 million litres per 
day. 

The final stage is to be 
launched in 1996 to produce 
around 108 million litres per 
day, bringing tbe _ total output 
to more than 432 million * 
litres of water and 3.000 
megawatts of electricity. 

'Al Tawila -project was 
launched in 1985 to meet the. 
needs of more than one mil- 
lion people in Abu Dhabi and 
the nearby oasis city of Al 
Ain. It is expected to cost 
more than S3, billion. 

Another desalination pro- 
ject to be completed this year 
is in the western town of Al 
Marfa. It will produce around 


S4 million litres of fresh water 

pe r day and 180 megawatts of 

d oSer^projccts involve m- 
cta Marion of additional gas 
turbines in Abu Dh»h and 
Al Ain at a cost of one biH on 
dirhams ($272 miH«on), up- 
erading power generation in 

^wefteroto^.of^ara 

cost of 99 million dirhams 
($27 million) and setting up a 
new water distnbunon net- 
' work in Abu Dhabi and Al 
Ain at a cost of 118 million 
dirhams ($32 million). 

Authorities have also 
approved around 750 million 
dirhams ($204 million) for 
linking the power network m 
the seven emirates. Tire pro- 
ject will be launched in late 
1995. 


Abu Dhabi reports lower income from oil services 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The • 
Gulf emirate of Abu Dhabi, a 
major crude exporter, on 
Monday reported a decline of 
around 15 per cent in the 
1994 combined income of the 
five state companies serving 
its oil sector. 

Their revenues stood at 
2.02 billion dirhams ($550 
million) in 1994 compared' 
with 2.38 billion dirhams' 
($648 million) in 1993. 
according to the state- 
controlled. Abu. Dhabi 
National Oil Company 
(ADNOC). 

The report covered the 
National Petroleum Con- 
struction Company (NPCC), 
the National Marine Services 
(NMS), the National Drilling 


Company (NDC), the Abu 
Dhabi Petroleum Ports Oper- 
ating Company (ADPPOC) 
and the Abu Dhabi Drilling 
Chemicals and Products 
(ADDCAP). 

The biggest decline was in 
NPCC’s income which 
plunged to 1.07 billion 
dirhams ($291 million) in 
1994 from 1.48 billion 
dirhams ($403 million). 
ADDCAP also reported a 
fell in revenue to around 11 Q 
million dirhams T$29.£ mil- 
lion) from 120 million 
dirhams ($32.7 million). 

But NDC’s income rose to 
644 million dirhams ($175.4 
million) from 601 million 
dirhams ($163.7 million). 
The remaining two com- 


panies also recorded slight 
rises in earnings, according to 
the report. 

ADNOC gave no reason 
for the fall in the income of 


NpCC, which operates a flj*t 
of construction barges and is 
involved in 

tion and installation of pipe- 
lines. 


y. Get your routines working 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, JULY 18, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson , Astrologer, Carrot! fighter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
can bring you fine ideas for later 
more productively. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be sure you know how to follow the 
advice of an expert so that you can become more successful tonight. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Write to that prosperous person you 
know today who lives out of town and you can get some excellent 
results. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get together with a 
modern busmen man who is successful today and you get fine ideas 
for improving your lot in life. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Being wife logical partners and clever 
friends today can bring about fine for ymir arfwiwiwm 

VIRGO: (August 22 tiTSeptember 22) Confer wife an '.expert today 
who is modern dunking, and therf* get your routines handled 
efficiently and deverty. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You are inspired how to gain 
your aims more easily than heretofor e , so get busy early. Go after 
them m a sure way. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you have a talk today 
wife a family tie about your ambitions you can realise them much 
more quickly. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your dynamic 
partners wifi give you the backing you need for some outside project 
you are interested In. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Be more serious about 
doing your assigned tasks, and you can gain added profits. Get ideas 
from fellow associates about improving efficiency. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Get into pleasurable 
activities wife others today and relieve tension you may be under. 
Take your mate along wife you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Have conversations quietly wife 
your loved ones today. You know bow to improve tbe concord there 
in your borne. 

Bixthstone of July: Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


c jjowol ^_^cgoncrt 




found a way to improve your potato 
salad recipe. Use potato chips 
instead potatoes.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|0 by Henri Arnold and Mika Arctnon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TAI 

RIE 



zc 

ZL 


I 


GREM 

E 


a: 

n 



ROTRAM 


m 




HI 

EN 

UCQ 

_ 

_ 



This Is where 
he Bret saw her 

She won 4^ 

Rf 

Iwn over 

WHAT THE 
TENNI5 PRO 
FINALLY PIR 


J 




Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : [XU H,S “QTXXT 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GROUP DRAWL 8EAGLE ARMADA 
Answer What Norway lane stripers do — 

RULE THE ROAD 


Peanuts 


TON'T follow ME! 
I'M RUNNING AWAV 
FROM HOME ! 



I MAY NEVER 
COME BACK.. 


I SAID, DON T 
FOLLOIa) me! 




Andy Capp 




IT V4A9 VERY NICE. 
FLO, BUT HAEZY WANTS 
US TO GO TO VENICE 


THAT'S WUE! 
we WENT ON 
HONEYMOON 


Mutton* Jeff 



y* 










Saudi says to self finance huge plane deal 
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A review 
or ecouom/c news 
from die Arabic press 


Jordan 
to take 
part in 
3 trade 
fairs 


T he Jordan Export 
Development and 
Commercial Centres 
. Corporation will participate 
in three international fairs 
•which will be held in Syria, 
Greece and South Africa. 
rJEDCO sources said 34 
'Jordanian companies ap- 
plied to participate in the 
Damascus International Fair 
which will be held in the 
period Aug.-Sept. fO. The 
sources said 19 Jordanian 
companies also applied to 
take part in a fair in 
Athens, Greece, in the 
period Sept. 9-18 and 37 
companies in the South 
African fair in the period 
Oct. 24-28. Meanwhile, 
JEDCO is still preparing 
for holding the first 
Jordanian industrial fair in 
London in the period Nov. 
14-18. The Jordanian- 
embassy in London 
asked by JEDCO to arraiteeji 
for holding the fair in mP 
Arab-British Chamber of 
Commerce, which offered 
to host the fair for free CA1 
Ra'i). 

** The general assembly of 
the Petra Projects and 
Equipment Leasing 
Company and the Jordan 
and the Gulf Real Estate 
Investments Company 
agreed to merge the two 
companies in one share- 
holding company to be 
named A1 Ittihad (union) 
Land Development 
Company. The JJD 4.5 capi- 
tal of the Jordan and Gulf 
Real Estate Development 
Company and JD 500,000 
capjtal of the Petra com- 
pany will be combined to 
constitute the JD 5 million 
capital of the new com- 
pany. The new company's 
shareholders will meet 
within two weeks to elect a 
board of directors and audi- ' 
tors. The head of an 
executive committee j 
supervising the process of i 
merging the two companies | 
suffering from financial 
problems, Mohammad 
Bilbeisi, said the merger 
took place after a group of 
investors -intervened to save 
the two companies. He said 
the new company will be 
importing and buying 
various construction and 
agricultural machinery and 
equipment and will be 
leasing them. Die capital of 
the Jordan and Gulf 
company was earlier reduced 
from JD 3 million to JD 
1.5 million because of the 
accumulative losses it 
suffered. A group of 
investors recently raised the 
capital to JD 4.5 million. 
The Petra company's capital 
was reduced from JD 1 
million to JD 500,000 for 
die same reason (A1 Ra'i). 

** Jordan's consumption of 
tjread rose from 88.6 kilo- 
grammes a year in 19S6 to 
116 .r kilogrammes in 
1992, President of the 
Bakeries Owners 
Association Abdul Hah 
Hamawi said. He said 90 
per cent of bread produced 
in Jordan is Arabic, or pita 
bread (AlAswaq). 




DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s powerful iJefence and 
Aviation Minister Prince Sul- 
tan was quoted on Monday as 
saying the government would 
itself finance a deal worth 
abput $7.5 billion for 61 
U.S.-made aircraft. 

“God willing, the financing 
will in all circumstances be 
from the state's treasury,” 
Prince Sultan was quoted as 
saying late on Sunday in re- 
sponse to a question. 

“But how, when and on 
what basis, that is left to the 
finance minister to handle,” 
he said in remarks carried by 
the official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy. 

One senior baoker said 
Prince Sultan’s remarks “are 
a very important develop- 
ment. It is the first (official) 
indication ever they (Riyadh) 


would provide guarantees.” 

“It is a good indication that 
the government will pay,” he 
added saying that it could 
mean that Riyadh was no 
longer considering project or 
commercial financing. 

But some diplomats and 
bankers appeared confused. 

They said the remarks did 
not appear to shed new light 
on financing terms for what 
has been dubbed,” the deal 
of the decade” to renew the 
ageing fleet of the flag-carrier 
Saudi Arabian Airlines Corp. 
(Saudia). 

It also remained unclear if 
differences with Lhe U.S. ex- 
port credit agency Export- 
Import (Ex-lm) Bank on 
guarantees for the deal had 
been resolved. 

“It could be nothing at all, 
just a quick answer to a ques- 


tion,” said a western source 
in Riyadh. “We really have 
no clarifications and it is very 
confusing." 

A western economic 
attache in Riyadh said “it is 
really still unclear what the 
prince means ... it is confus- 
ing.” 

A month ago, the prince 
disclosed the long-awaited 
breakdown of aircraft alloca- 
tions to Boeing Co. and 
McDonnell Douglas Corp. 
and said contracts would be 
signed “within a few days.” 
Engine allocations are yet to 
be announced. 

“While the technical 
assessment of the deal final- 
ised, there was nothing final 
then on financing,” said a 
senior banker in the king- 
dom. “We were not there 


yet," he added. 

Riyadh has held talks with 
Ex-lm Bank to guarantee S3 
per cent of the deal. It was at 
the same time considering 
other options including com- 
mercial financing. 

Saudi Arabia, strapped for 
cash in recent years due to 
weak oil prices, has apparent- 
ly secured an accord with the 
aircraft makers to split 
guarantees needed for the 
remaining 15 per cent, indus- 
try experts said earlier. 

Saudi Arabia recorded a 
$10.7 billion deficit in its 1994 
budget despite cutting the 
budget by 20 per cent. But 
this year oil income has been 
higher than forecast, fuelling 
hopes that a $4 billion short- 
fall in the $40 billion budget 
could disappear. 
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Iran seeks new aircraft, but on soft loan basis 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran plans 
to buy more commercial 
planes provided their purch- 
ase was on a soft loan basis. 
Roads and Transport Minis- 
ter AkbarTorkan was quoted 
on Monday as saying. 

The official IRNA news 
agency quoted him as saying 


in an interview with the . 
English-language newspaper 
Iran News that Tran also had 
plans to increase the price of 
air tickets. 

Mr. Torkan said: “Iran is 
planning to purchase more 
planes with the sole condition 
that the purchase be made on 
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soft loan basis.” 

He did not say how many 
aircraft the country planned 
to buy or from whom, but 
said it was not interested in 
buying U.S.-manufactured 
Boeings because it had offers 
from other manufacturers 
such as Europe's Airbus In- 
dustrie. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
in May announced a ban on 
U.S. companies dealing with 
Iran because of its alleged 
sponsorship of terrorism and 
its efforts to acquire nuclear 
weapons. Iran denies the 
charges. 

Iran has two state-owned 
airlines, Iran Air and Iran 
Asseman Airlines, and sever- 
al small, newly established- 
private carriers. 

Mr. Torkan said Iran had 
been offered passenger 
planes from French, Russian, 
Chinese and Dutch manufac- 
turers. “We have no problem 
in this regard.” 

“Iran Air purchased five 
Airbus and six Fokker 
planes, and Asseman purch- 
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Furnished Apartment 

Located in established area on 
quiet road within walking 
instance from Third Circle. 
Three bedrooms (or 2 
bedrooms and an office ) 
Telephone, covered car garage, 
central and soiar heating, 
satellite dish, water well. 
Abdoun Real Estate 
810605 -810609 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
'bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3556/66 

1.3962/72 

1.5636/46 

1.1678/88 

28.72/76 

4.8550/00 

1610.2/5.2 

88.70/80 

7.1825/25 

6.1990/40 

5.4375/25 

SI 5936/46 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $388.20/388.70 
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ased four Boeing 727s, four 
Fokkers and five ATR pas- 
senger planes since the ad- 
vent of the Islamic revolu- 
tion” in 1979, he said. 

ATR is a Fmaco-Italian 
joint venture and Fokker is 
Dutch. 

The magazine Flight Inter- 
national said in April IranAir 
had a fleet of 31 aircraft — IS 
Boeings of various types, five 
Airbus A-300-B2s, « two Air- 
bus A300-600s and six Fok- 
ker 100s. 

Asseman had 20 planes, 
four of them Boeing 727s, it 
said. 

Mr. Torkan said Iran's sup- 
reme economic council was 
studying his ministry's prop- 
osal for- raising air ticker 
prices. 

He said Iranian airlines 
were currently charging $10 
per hour of flights, compared 
with $140 in the United 
States, $100 in Europe and 
$80 in Asia. 

The low fares meant no 
capital investment could be 
made in the industry from 
ticket sales, Mr. Torkan said. 
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ARAB BANK PZe 

660 

13B490 

211.000 

209.500 


JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

458: 

20926 

4.560 

4.560 


BANK OP JORDAN 

. not 

3740 

3.420 

3.400 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

20C 

510 

' 2.540 

2.550 


THE HOUSING BANK 

700 

5679 

8.100 

8.120 


JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

1179 

3355 

2.850 

2.840- 


ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

5000DC 

1975000 

3.900 

3.950 


JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

1666 

6239 

3.740 

3.760 


JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE BANK 

2600 

10790 

4.150 

4.150 


BEIT BLMAL SAVXNG6INVESTKEHT FOR HOUSING 

25C 

925 

3.700 

3.700 


AMMAN BASK FOR INVESTMENT 

37954 

42507 

1.110 

1.120 


ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

1700 

8774 

5.150 

5.290 


PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

16000 

27449 

1.720 

1.710 


BANKS SECTOR 

568592 

2244383 

INDEX NUMBER: 17S 
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JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

250 

663 

2.650 

2.650 


Y ARMOUR INSURANCE C. REINSURANCE 

1QOO 

• 33DO 

3.260 

3.300 


ARAB LIFE t ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

25C 

663 

2.650 

2.650 


THE NATIONAL AHLIA INSURANCE 

2672 

8016 

3.000 

3.000 


INSURANCE 'SECTOR 

4172 

12641 

INDEX NDMBER: 135 

.68 
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JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

38294 

639B9 

1.640 

1.680 


ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

• 5300 

30210 

6.000 

5.700 


JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

500 

1428 

2.B60 

2.860 


NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

2150 

4744 

2.200 

2.210 


Real estate investment 

1650 

• 1700 

1.010 

1.030 


UNITED MIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 

4750 

10440 

2.220 

2.200 


ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT fc EDUCATION 

8775 

28694 

3.270 

3.270 


SERVICES SECTOR 

61449 

141240 

INDEX NUMBER: 129 
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THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

. 5795 

20965 

3.590 

3.650 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

1700 

5109 

3.000 

3.010 


THE ARAB POTASH 

4 00 

2040 

5.100 

5.100 


JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINARX 

S2BO 

54135 

10.130 

10.300 


THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

650 

5021 

7.750 

7.750 


ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

3566 

17155 

4.790 

4.830 


JORDAN DAIRY 

750 

1725 

2.300 

2.300 


THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

1850 

4697 

2.530 

2.540 


DAR AL DAHA DEVELOPMENT & INVESTMENT 

2300 

17865 

7.800 

7. BOO 


ARAB INVESTMENT t XXBRNATXOHAL TRADE 

3000 

2250 

.740 

.750 


ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

400 

2170 

5.430 

5.450 


LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

84100 

42050 

.SOO 

.500 


ARAB PAPER CONVERTING fi TRADING 

950 

1311 

1.380 

1.380 


NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

250 

578 

2.330 

2.330 


NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

200417 

- 228467 

1.130 

1.140 


INTERMEDIATE PETRO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

2750 

6315 

2.260 

2.280 


NATIONAL CABLE 6 WIRE MANUFACTURING 

3S0 

1687 

5.070 

4.820 


JORDAN GULP HO— CHEMICALS 

3550 

5544 

1.560 

1.570 


ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. & CHEMICALS 

650 

1428 

2.200 

2.190 


UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

1100 

3509 

3.170 

3.190 


JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

30990 

66329 

- 2.100 

2.160 


JORDAN NEW CABLE COMPANY 

11550 

21632 

1.B60 

1.870 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

362385 

512096 

INDEX NDMBER: 128 

.11 

| — ^ ^ 
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2910360 

INDEX NUMBER: 152 

.24 




CHANGE 

i - 0 . 

12* 

NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 

i 

155715 



“““ 

VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 

: 

184652 








toilJCi 





PJ[ 


<?- . . ■ - i 


816690 

At / u riTia 


PGR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
/ in Amman. 


IT-'.Vn :Va ■ 


REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 
Fax. 864231 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c 

irand Unfurnished 

h— 

^Villas apartments 

land office Space <5 
a: cc 

0T0 Suit all Budgets 

681113 668816 j 

For Rent -For Rent 1 


Fascinating and powerful 
Halogen lamps From 

OSRAM 



RENTACAR 




Taka mumy la ammsm* 

Stmt AMmb Sn* 

Un UHatwh Ccamdol Cm** 

ToL: 8*1174 
tofttcMt* AtaMusuve* 






MliMVER - J.iiui ai Huv- 

Tel: 613746 - 613622 


I Tv 
abl 
Short or 


5th Circle - 692672 


l lpiilp l 

mmlmB 
? - 






mm 


0/ 


CROWN HOTEL 
ftOLKftfHCSZZE 
SWBZJMNC POOL \ 
* TENNIS COVKT f 
t- SAUNA A JACUZZI 

tel- 

SALES OFFICE 
60S8434901S? 

RADIO A TV 
STATION TO. 


I 




Unique gold & gems jewelry. 


















































































Evert inducted into 
Tennis Hall of Fame 


NEWPORT. Rhode Island 
(AP) — For someone 
whose game was basic 
baseline — some called it 
boring — Chris Evert sure 
made a showy entrance 
into the international ten- 
nis Hall of Fame. 

Former U.S. President 
George Bush did the hon- 
ours Sunday, presenting 
Evert with her enshrine- 
ment certificate at the site 
where America's first 
national championship was 
held. 

“This weekend is not 
only about the results, but 
the beginning Evert said. 

However, the results of 
her 18-year career were 
staggering. 

She won at least one 
Grand Slam tournament 
fugles title every year be- 
.tw/sen 1974 'and .1986 — 
three times at ViTimbledoh. 
twice at th e A ustralian 
Open, a record of seven 
French Opens and six U.S. 
Opens. Add three Grand 
Slam doubles victories — 
two with arch-rival Martina 
Navratilova — and 139 
other professional singles 


titles and the “boring base- 
line" tag simply disappears. 

“I belong here,” Evert 
said of the Hall of Fame. 
“This is one big happy 
family.'’ 

And her entire family 
shared occasion with her. 
Besides her husband, for- 
mer Alpine skier Andy 
Mill, others watching the 
ceremony included her pa- 
rents. Jim and Colette, and 
most of her siblings and 
their families. 

Sunday's festivity was a 
rare time when a former 
American president played 
what he called “a cameo 
role.” 

“I don’t do news confer- 
ence. I don’t do issues. I do 
what I like to do in life,” 
Bush said shortly after 
arriving in Newport, once 
the playground of Amer- 
ica’s richest families. “I 
came here as a tennis fan, 
sometime player and friend 
and avid supporter of 
Chris.” 

In that. Bush joined the 
throngs who paid tribute to 
a -woman who was ranked 
No - . 1 in the world eight 


times during her career. . 

“Can’t get any better 
than that.” Evert said of 
Bush's participation in her 
enshrinement. “It’s the 
best. 

“He's welcomed us into 
his family. He always re- 
members his friends and his 
family. He still ' remains 
very down to earth.” 

Following the ceremony. 
Bush and Evert went to a 
practice court and played a 
friendly doubles match 
against Hall of Fame vice 
.president Pam Shriver, still 
a touring pro, and Mill. 

Until she retired. Evert 
said she didn’t have time to 
consider the titles she was 
busy winning. 

“When you're a player, 
you’re ; jusT-concerned at>- 
out the now4'"J£vert said of 
her place m.b^tory. “I feel: 
a part of it now.” 

Known for her tenacity 
and her poise, two Evert 
records may never be 
matched, let alone broken. 

She won 125 consecutive 
matches on clay from Au- 


gust 1973 to may 1979. 
when she lost to Tracy Au- 
stin in the Italian Open 
semifinals. Ironically, Au- 
stin. whose career was 
halted by injury, entered 
the Hall of Fame three 
years ago. although she's 
younger than Evert. 

Another unapproachable 
Evert record is ’her 
reaching the semifinals or 
better in 52 of the 56 Grand* 
Slam tournament in which 
she played. 

“I don't miss the press- 
ure,” she said. “It's not the 
best thing and it begins 
playing tricks with you. But 
I miss playing great tennis. 
Because I worked so hard-* 
....there’s no moment like 
it.” 

Now a mother of t\yo 
sons. Evert on Sunday: was 
again- a winner:- : ‘ . r,V; ’ 

“I hope Fran be a -role 
model to the young people 
who have a dream,” she 
said. “I wasn’t the best 
athlete or the quickest or 
the strongest. But anything 
is possible if you want it 
bad enough.” 


Kafelnikov 

triumphs 

at Gstaad 


GSTAAD, Switzerland (AP) 
— Russia's Yevgeny Kafelni- 
kov outlasted Switzerland's 
Jakob Hlasek 6-3. 6-4. 3-6, 
6-3 claiming the 5560,000 
Swiss Open for his third title 
of the season and first ever on 
clay. 

The victory also will move 
Kafelnikov, who earlier this 
year won in Milan, Italy, and 
St. Petersburg, Russia, past 
Goran Ivanisevic into sixth 
place when the ATP tour 
releases its computer rank- 
ings on Monday. 

Hlasek never overcame the 
interruptions of two rain de- 
lays and appeared to lack the 
confidence he showed in his 
6-3, 6-4 semifinal victory’ over 
Marc Rosset. 

Kafelnikov. 21. who beat 
reignine three-time champion 
Sergi Brugera in the semi- 
finals, look control early. 


Poaching hits Nantes’ hopes 


PARIS (AFP) — Nantes’ 
attempt at a second consecu- 
tive French title has been 
.hampered by two major de- 
partures from their ranks, but 
they remain strong favourites 
this season with Paris Saint 
Germain and Monaco. 

Paris Saint Germain kick 
off at Bascia on Tuesday in a 
rematch of their League Cup 
final to herald ihe first 1995- 
% fixture of Europe's major 
football leagues with the 
Tour France cycling race still 
running. 

Nicolas Ouedec and 
Reynald Pedros are still there 
to give the Champions 
League hopefuls Nantes 
punch up front. 

But leading scorer Patrice 
Loko, signed by Paris Saint 
Germain for an undisclosed 
fee on Saturday, and 
defender-cum- midfielder 
Christian Karemebeu. who 
joined Italy's Sampdoria for 
4.5 million dollars, have flown/ 
the nest. 

Nantes, faring bankruptcy 
rwo years ago, could not re- 


fuse the offers for the New- 
Caledonia-born French inter- 
national and Loko. Both 
were determined to leave. 

Pedros extended his con- 
tract by a year but several 
other squad* members only 
stayed because they were un- 
able to find buyers. 

But Nantes coach Jean- 
Claude Suaudeau has no 
doubts the dissenters have 
already fallen in line and will 
give their all for Nantes. 

“Of course there is a pas- 
sion which is burning within 
most of my players." but I 
know certain people have 
changed their attitude and 
that will only benefit the 
group." Suaudeau said. 

Two new recruits — both 
French under-2! internation- 
als — could play a major role 
this season. 

Rennes midfielder Jocelyn 
Gourvennec and Montpellier 
defender Bruno Carotti have 
already impressed Suaudeau 
in two summer friendlies.. 


But Suaudeau does not ex- 
pect to match last year's 
league campaign when 
Nantes lost just one match. 

Their first match of the 
new season is at home to 
Auxerre on Wednesday and 
by September the holders will 
have also played cham- 
pionship contenders PSG and 
Bordeaux. 

Paris Saint Germain, who 
in the last three seasons have 
reached the semi-finals of all 
three European competi- 
tions. have knocked every- 
thing down to start again. 

George Weah has gone to 
AC Milan. David Ginola to 
Newscastle. Brazilians Valdo 
and Richardo have signed for 
Portugal's Benfica. and 
Antoine Kombouare has 
gone to Switzerland’s Sion. 

PSG coach Luis Fernandez 
will be expecting much of 
Panamanian striker Dely 
Valdes^ signed from Cagliari’, 
and 27-year-old midfielder 
Youri Djorkacff from Mona- 
co. 


Colin Jackson left off World Championship team 


URMINGH AM (AP) — 
kngry British track officials 
n Monday left world cham- 
ion hurdler Colin Jackson 
ff the team for next month's 
Vorld Championships in 
weden. 

The British Athletic Fed- 
ration, however, said Jack- 
on could be reinstated if he 
iroves his “competitive fit- 
ess" in lime for the Aug. 


4-13 championships in Gote- 
borg. 

Jackson pulled out of the 
national championships in 
Birmingham on Saturday af- 
ter running in one heat, citing 
a groin muscle injury. 
However, he turned up at a 
meet Sunday in Padua. Italy, 
and won the 1 10-metre hur- 
dles. He reportedly received 
an appearance fee of $35,000. 


“I am surprised and dis- 
appointed that Colin was not 
able to perform in front of a 
British crowd, but ran well so 
soon afterwards." BAF ex- 
ecutive chairman Peter Rad- 
ford said. 

He said Jackson would be 
asked for an explanation.- 
Team coach Malcolm 
Arnold, who has coached 


Jackson since he was 16. said. 
“1 feel very disappointed at 
what has happened." 

Jackson set the world re- 
cord of 12.91 seconds when 
he won the sprint hurdles at 
the 1993 Wor'd Cham- 
pionship in Stuttgart. Ger- 
many. He has been below 
form for most of this season. 


Prinosil beats Wheaton for 1st ATP t^ e t 

• ,ul. fmilrarl ' 


NEWPORT. Rhode Island 
(AP) — Sixth-seeded David 
Prinosil used a blistering first 
serve and strong service re- 
turn Sunday to upset defend- 
ing champion David' 
Wheaton in the Hall of Fame 
tennis championships. 

Prinosil won 7-6 (7-3). 5-7, 
6-2 for his first ATP Tour 
title. The 22-year-old Czech 
native and German citizen 
had 16 accs and won 85 per 
cent of the points on his first 
serve. 

Prinosil said after losing 
the second set, he tried to 
concentrate more. 

“f had 'the chance to win 
the second set, but I stayed in 
the match and I just kept 
going and felt better and bet- 
ter,” he said. 

“f knew he had a good 
sen/e going in and he proved 
it,” said Wheaton, who had 
not dropped a set in four 
previous matches. “It wasn't 
only his serve, he returned 
my serve very well. He just 
returned better than anyone 
else the whole wefck against 
me." 


Hill and 
Schumacher 
reprimanded 
after crash 

SILVERSTONE (R) — Title 
rivals Damon Hill and 
Michael Schumacher .were 
severely reprimanded and 
warned about their future 
conduct after a controversial 
crash in the Bridsh Grand 
Prix on Sunday. 

Their collision on the 44th 
of 61 laps overshadowing the 
race and a great win for 
Benetton driver Johnny Her- 
bert, the Briton’s first in For- 
mula One at the 71st attempt. 

The stewards said both 
German Schumacher, in a 
Benetton, and Briton Hill, 
driving a Williams, were par- 
tially responsible for the col- 
lision in which Hill dived 
down the inside at priory 
corner but failed to brake in 
time as the German moved 
into the comer. ' 

The reprimand came after 
hearing the version of each 
driver and watching'video re- 
plays. The pairr-.werantold 
future similar actionsocould 
result in severe penalties. 

Benetton managing direc- 
tor Flavio Briatore slammed 
Hill as an unworthy contender 
for the World Drivers* Cham- 
pionship after the crash. 

Briatore, irritated by what 
he perceived to be a reckless 
piece of driving by the Bri- 
ton. said: “I am still deeply 
surprised at what Damon did. 

“I believe that a driver who 
is challenging for (he World 
Championship and acts in 
that way does not really de- 
serve it.” 

Schumacher said Hill's 
move was “totally unneces- 
sary and stupid.*” 

The world champion said: 
"What can I say? I think what 
Damon did was totally un- 
necessary. In fact, it was real- 
ly stupid. There was no room 
for two cars and there is no 
place to overtake there. 

“It is such a small straight 
and even if you brake into the 
first part and turn in it is 
almost impossible. If I had 
not seen there, I think he 
would have gone straight into 
the gravel.” 

The collision between the 
two main protagonists for the 
world title revived memories 
of their crash in Adelaide last 
year at the Australian Grand 
Prix and the old bitier rivaliy 
and crashes involving Alain 
Prost of France and the late 
Ayrton Senna of Brazil. 

Asked if he felt the acci- 
dent would, cause reprisals at 
the German Grand Prix at 
Hockenheim in two weeks 
time, Briatore said: “No, I 
don’t think so. The Germans 
are for more intelligent than 
Hill.” 

Hill did not believe he was 
to blame, saying: “Wc were 
having a great race and it was 
very exciting. 

"I thought I saw an oppor- 
tunity that I could take 
advantage of but I am afraid 
that Michael is a harder man 
to pass than that and we had 
an accident which I would 
describe as a racing accident. 


Wheaton, seeded No. 1, 
appeared to gain momentum 
in the second set when he 
broke Prinosil to go up 6-5, 
(hen served out the set after 
two deuces. But Prinosil held 
.at love in the opening game 
of the third set and broke 
Wheaton in the fourth game. 

“I played a careless game 
at 2-1," Wheaton said. “I 
missed a couple of volleys 
and that was critical. Once he 
won that game he played a 
good game to go up 4-1 and 
he was really on a roll.” 

Prinosil broke Wheaton in 
the final game, rocketing a 
forehand winner off 
Wheaton's serve on match 
point and letting out a yelp of 
delight. 

Prinosil started slowly, 
needing six deuces just to 
hold serve 1-1 in the first set. 
But then he broke Wheaton 
at love and held serve with an 
ace to go up 3-1. 

Trailing love -40, Wheaton 
surprised Prinosil with an 
underhand serve and fol- 
lowed it to the net, smashing 
■home Prinosil's feeble return. 


Wheaton eventually won the 
game and 4 broke Prinosil to 
get back on serve at 3-3. 

“He was returning so well. 
1 figured this might change it 
up a little bit.” Wheaton said 
of the underhand serve. “He 
had taken some of my best 
serves and hit them right by 
me. I knew he wouldn’t be 
expecting it.” 

Prinosil admitted he was 
caught off guard by the 
underhand serve, which he 
said he last saw “once" in 
juniors. 

“I just lost my concentra- 
tion after that point.” he 
said. 

After splitting the next six 
games, Prinosil used three 
accs during the tiebreaker to 
win it 7-3 and take the first 
set. 

Prinosil and Wheaton held 
serve through nine games of 
the second set. Prinosil, lead- 
ing 5-4. was within two points 
of victory when Wheaton 
bore down, holding serve, 
then breaking Prinosil when 


the German doobMutod 
on Wheaton’s ad * a "* a f*: 
Wheaton served out the set 
when Prinosil missed two 
forehands at deuce. 

Though Wheaton had ex- 
perience and momentum on 
his side. Prinosil went back to 

his strength and u«d f»wer- 

fo! first serves to hold all four 
service games m the final set. 
while breaking Wheaton 
twice. 

Wheaton defeated Prinosil 

in straight sets the quarterfin- 
als of last year s Hall of Fame 
tournament, the only U.S. 
pro event played on grass. He 
said he saw a different Pnno- 
sii this time. 

“He really showed he was 
calm under pressures out 
there.” Wheaton said. “Last 
vear. I won the first set and 
the second set. his concentra- 
tion went way down. This 
year he was able to deal with, 
adversity a lot better." 

Prinosil collected $32,600 
for the victory, which moved 
his world ranking up 17 spots, 
to No. 75. 



Thomas Muster 


Muster prepares to bounce back 


STUTTGART (AFP) — 
French Open champion 
Thomas Muster, whose re- 
markable 40-march win- 
ning streak on clay came to 
an end last week when he 
was beaten by Spaniard 
Alex Corretja at Gstaad, 
hopes to tum the page and 
reproduce his winning 
touch at this week’s one 
million dollar ATP tourna- 
ment here. 

The powerful 27-year-old 
Austrian baseliner. cur- 
rently ranked fourth, is 
dearly determined to erase 
all memory of his shock 
first-round defeat in 
Switzerland with a good 
run in Stuttgart. 

“I haven’t lost in a long 
time. It's an unfamiliar 
feeling for me.” he said 
after losing to Corretja. 

This week his main rival 
should be Spain's second- 
seeded Sergi Bniguera — 
although dangerous 


Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
.Russia, who beat Bruguera 
in the semi-finals in Gstaad 
before winning the title 
there, will also be in the 
draw. 


Home hopes will be pin- 
ned on Bernd Karbacher, 
Marc Goellner and Martin 
Sinner since top Germans 
Boris Becker and Michael 
Stich are not taking part. 


ATP Tour money winners 

1. Thomas Muster (Austria) $1,570,229 

2. Pete Sampras (U.S.) 1, 382 J 16 

3. Andre Agassi (U.S.) : 1,244^241 

4. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Russia) 954^046 

5. Boris Becker (Germany) 858 608 

6. Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) 786*732 

7. Michael Chang (U-S.) 719300 

8. Wayne Ferreira (South Africa) ’ 668,586 

9. Magnus Larason (Sweden) 652360 

10. Richard Krajicek (Netherlands) 645^552 

11. IPaul Haarhuis (Netherlands) ..." 643^392 

12. Jacco EUifigh (Netherlands) 591 % 7 i 

13. Michael Stich (Germany) ***, 

14. Andrei Medvedev (Ukraine) !!..!!!”! 527 612 

15. Sergi Bniguera (Spain) 517*799 

16. Jonas Bjorkman (Sweden) " , 

17. Stefon Ed berg (Sweden) 

18. Todd Wood bridge (Australia) *** 

19. Mark Woodforde (Australia) ‘ -acT;: 

20. Jim Courier (U.S.) 4^^322 
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CINEMA TEL:634144 

POTMEDELPHIH 

Harrison Ford with 
William Dafe & 
Anne Archer 
in 

Clear & Present 
Danger 

Shows: 1230. 330. 6:15. 830.1030 


CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PL£Zfi 

Charlie Sheen 
& Kristy Swanson 

Kt 

in 

The Chase 

Shows 1230, 330. 5.-00. 830. 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

COHCORD 

CONCORD “1” * 

The best love story 

Only you 

SHOWS: 12:30, 330. 6:15. 830, 1030 

CONCORD “2” 

Baby’s Pay Out 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30, 11 


ANMOCIH THE0TRB 

TEL:618274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“sumas"’ 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

' daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


IfoM HI NalMI Theatre 

TEL:67557l 

Presents 

KABARET 

Abeer Xssa 
Gbassan Mashini 

with Amer khamash. Khalil 
Jahmani, Mohammad Hitssrrini 
and Issam AJ Hanbnll 
The theatre closes on Monday 

Performances start at 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & i 
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Miguel Indurain 

Indurain plays waiting game 



GUZET-NEIGE , France 
(AP) — Monday was no day 
of rest for challengers in the 
Tour de France. Zt was a time 
to look for ways to catch 
Tour de France leader 
Miguel Indurain. 

They • >: haven't so far. 

As the tour enters its final 
week, Indurain has his fifth 
consecutive title virtually 
locked up. Only sickness or 
an accident can kep Indurain 
from entering the history 
books as the first rider to win 1 
five in a row. 

Belgian Eddy Merckx and 
Frenchman Jacques Ahquetil 
and Bernard Hinault are the 
other five-time winners, but 


the edge of the Pyrenees. 

The 25-year-old Pantani, 
third in last year’s tour, won 
the difficult L’Ai-e D’Huez 
mountain stage last week. He 
attacked oyer the last 40 
kilometres, with four climbs 
of varying degrees left in the 
stage. 


pack until the last four 
kilometres (1.2 miles), when 
he accelerated and almost 
caught Madouas at the finish. 
Alex Zulle of Switzerland, 
runnersup in the overall 
standings, sprinted with In- 
durain bnt lost a couple 
seconds and now trails by 


Tour de France 


He built an advantage of 
almost three minutes over the 
pack entering the final climb, 
which as a category one sec- 
tion ranks among the tough- 
est under the tour definition 


dinners 

>1.570.2 
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other five-time winners, but of steepness, length and diffi- 
none ever put together a culty. 
string to match the Spamardj^vj with rain and fog over the 
The race begins two days ia^4ast hour of the race, Pantani 
the mountains on Tuesday,' won by 2 minutes, 31 seconds 
then features an individual over Laurent Madouas of 
time trial on Saturday. The France, 
race ends in Paris on July 23 Pantani moved to seventh 
after completing a clockwise overall, but is still a daunting 
loop of approximately 3,635 10:07 behind Indurain. 

kilometres (2,254 miles). Indurain was in the main 

The challengers may take 

their chances and try to make t^vicd ai i o 

breakaways, but all Inda- ^ raft ia 

rain has to do is accelerate in (Alter 14 

the final miles to limit the 1# indurain, Sps 

margin and wait for the next z Akx ZuBe, Swltzcrla 

t* j • _ * ot c 3- Laurent Jalabert, Fr 

Indurain turned 31 on Sun- 4 Bj8rne Rg* neamatf 

day and celebrated this birth- s iTOwGottT Italy, Ge 
day the same way he has 6> Mdchor Mauri, Spai 

done m the last few years — 7 Marco Pantani, Italy 

wearing the leader’s yellow ^ Tony Rominger, Swfi 

jersey. 9. Fernando EScartfa, f. 

He r ame in third in Sun- 10> Hernan Bueoahora, 

day’s 14th stage on the 164- u ciaudlo Chiappucd, 

kilometre leg from St, Orens ^ Madom^ 1 

de Gameville to Guzet-Neige ^ Richard Vfrenqne, 1 

to maintain his lead. M Paolo Lanfranchi, Ii 

Italy’s Marco Pantani took ^ b^o Cenehialta, I 

the stage as the race came to I _ 


2:46. 

"I wasn't afraid of the 
attack of Pantani because he 
was ■ still down int he stand- 
ings,” Indurain said. “But I 
was afraid of foils because of 
the rain and fog.” . - • 

Laurent Jalabert 
remained third over^-Sut 
lost almost a minute to 
fourth-place Bjarne Riis of 
Denmark. 

“As to the others, I am 
controlling them," Indurain 
said. “It’s a cat-and-mouse, 
game aad Jalabert is starting' 
to pay for his efforts:” 


OVERALL STANDINGS 

(After 14 stages) 

1. Miguel Indurain, Spain, Banesto, 63:28:29 

2. Alex ZuBe, Switzerland, Once, 2:46 behind. 

3. Lanrent Jalabert, France, Once, 4:28. 

4. Bjarne RSs, Denmark, Gewbs, 9:01 

5. Ivan Gotti, Italy, Gewiss, Ml. 

6. Mdchor Mauri, Spain, Once, 9:24. 

7. Marco Fantairi, Italy, Carrera, 1IW. 

8. Tony Rominger, Svitohnd, Mapei, 12:03. 

9. Fernando EScartin, Spain, Mapei, 15:17. 

10. Hernau Buenahora, Colombia, Kefane, 15:23. 

11. Ciaudlo Chiappued, Italy, Carrera, 15:52. 

12. Lanrent Matans, France, Castorama, 172:22. 

13. Richard Vlrenque, France, Festina, 17:28. 

14. Paolo Lanfkanchi, Italy, Brerialat, 21:03. 

15. Bruno Cenghialta, Italy, Gewiss, 23:50. 
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JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Former champions Came- 
roon bounced back into con- 
tention for a place at the 1996 
African Nations' Cup finals 

with on unexpected 3-1 away vic- 
tory over Malawi in Group 1 
at the weekend. 

The result ensured Zaire 
qualified from the four-team 
section, and the Indomitable 
Lions will join them in South 
Africa next January provided 
they avoid deTeat when Zim- 
babwe visit the Atlantic port 
of DouaJa on July 30. 


AFRICAN SOCCER 



33 boxers | Lions roar again 

test HIV- 
positive in 

S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 

Thirty-three South African 
.professional boxers have 
•“been refused licences after 
testing positive for the human 
immuno-deficiency virus 
(HIV) which causes AIDS; a 
doctor 'said on Monday. 

Sam Pitsoe, a doctor em- 
ployed by the South African 

saief 'th e^ATOS was'ln- Although spurred on by a plicity of the 

eluded in the standard medic- capacity 60,00 crowd, indud- centrating on 

detam inationfn ll^XTa in£Priident BakifiMulmti, attack fell of , 

champion fighter tested posi- » Blantyre Malawi loth non 

live in Las Vegas. ceded a goal after only five Mozambiqu 

“We decided to include the m "? u . te s ^ u , n JS st e P towards i 

HIV test in' the examination w bich lifted the title in 1984 Group 6 when 

for the safety of the bdxers,” and I9h8. pacesetters A 

Pitsoe told Reuters. Sunday Jang floated a free clash of Portu 

He said 1994 figures kick into the Malawian goal- nations in Mi 

shoM boxers, ranging Defen(1 er I 

in age from 22 to 37, included d „ goalkeeper Matolaputthi 

up to 10 who had fou^t m ahead in the 

international competitions. av 3 and Emmanuc 

Figures for this year are not ^ a „ rienced la made it : 

yat avar^bfe. forward who helped Came- seconds of th 

Natal seems to taw t roon fcac h the !994 World 
highest number and the wes ^ finals, turned creator for 
ern Cape the lowes , the second goal three minutes 

“'pi®* said be suspKted kick to 

KwaZulu-Natal had the high- Frenc h-based Georges 
est number of ^V-posinve Mouyeme( w ho claimed, his 
boxers because of th- many of the qua iifyi ng 

pro^ttnes in the .. competition with a fierce 35- 

“1 fbink ^ Nata nf metre drive past a stunned 

figure is higher) because of 

the prostitutes who are m- ^ livelier Malawian side 

fected ■ » opened the second half with a 

through (Durban) harbour, ^ were 

ks said. 


rewarded after 55 minutes 
when Chance Gondwe chip- 
ped a free kick to John 
Maduka, whose shot gave 
William Andem no chance. 

But Cameroon were unruf- 
fled by the setback and 
scored the decisive third goal 
midway through the second 
period when Mouyeme rose 
to head home a right-wing 
cross. 

The Lions, who had lost in 
Lesotho. Zimbabwe and 
Zaire, often baffled the ner- 
vous Malawians with the sim- 


plicity of their tactics, con- 
centrating on long balls to an 
attack full of pace and inven- 
tion. 

Mozambique took a giant 
step towards qualifying from 
Group 6 when they overcame 
pacesetters Angola 2-1 in a 
clash of Portuguese-speaking 
nations in Maputo. 

Defender Sergio ‘Faife" 
Matoia put the Mozambicans 
ahead in the 15th minutes 
and Emmanuel ’Nana' Mato- 
ia made it 2-0 within 60 
seconds of the restart at a 
packed Machava Stadium. 

Antonio ‘Paulao’ Alves 
from Lisbon dub Benfica 
pulled-one back after 75 mi- 
nutes for Angola, who suf- 
fered their first reverse since 
losing 3-1 in Guinea last 
October. 

Mozambique have 13 
points, one more than Ango- 
la, and both are guaranteed 
places at the showpiece of 
African soccer if they win 
their final fixtures. 


Fangio, 

the humble 
champion, 

dies 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Juan Manuel Fangio, widely 
regarded as the greatest rac- 
ing driver of them all, was a 
modest man who put his re- 
cord five World Cham- 
pionships down to luck. 

The Argentine dominated 
Grand Prix racing in the 
1950s by winning 24 of the 51 
races he contested. 

Once asked for the secret 
of bfe success, he replied: 
“Seventy-five per cent of it is 
car and the team around it. 
Only 25 per cent is the 
driver.. .and much of that is 
to do with luck. I am sur- 
prised that so many people 
remember what I did — All 
my life 1 have been very 
lucky." 

'Aggressive in the cockpit, 
he was a gentle, friendly and 
likeable person off the track. 

“Motor racing is something 
you must do with passion,” 
he said when he quit in 1958. 
“You must love it as a painter 
loves to paint and it requires 
great dedication." 

Fangio's 24 Grand Prix vic- 
tories put him seventh in the 
all-time rankings, behind 
£lain Prosr (France) 51, Ayr- 
ton Senna (Brazil) 41, Nigel 
Mansell (Britain) 31. Jackie 
Stewart (Britain) 27, Jim 
Clark (Britain) and Niki 
Lauda (Austria), both 25. 

Bora in Balcarce in the 
province of Buenos Aires on 
June 24, 1911, Fangio was the 
son of a stonemason from a 
large family of Italian immig- 
rants. 

Starting work as an 
apprentice mechanic at the 
age of 13. he soon learned 
how to prepare and race cars 
with his brother Toto. 

Fangio was also a good 
footballer, his teammates 
dubbing hime “El Chueco” 
(bandy-legs), a nickname 
which stuck with him the 
world over. He was unmar- 
ried. 

His racing debut came in a 
modified taxi on October 24, 
1936, in a local race. During 
World, J^ar ; II : - he achieved., 
national: -fame in races over 
enormous distances on dirt 
roads normally used only by 
bullock carts. 

But he had to wait until 
1940 for his first win, the 
long-distance Grand Premio 
De Norte, an endurance 
event lasting several' days 
from Buenos Aires over the 
Andes to Lima, Peru. 

"That taught me about 
control, gave me the sensitiv- 
ity to understand a car," he 
said. “Driving fast on mud 
roads, you have to feel the 
wheels through your back- 
side.” 

Fangio was 38 when he 
started his professional racing 
career in Europe in 1948. 
Alfa Romeo subsequently 
contracted him for the inau- 
gural world drivers' cham- 
pionship in 1950. 

He won his first Grand Prix 
in his second race and drove 
to victory in two others that 
year. Hie following season he 
again won three, enough to 
take the first of his five titles. 

He also took the crown in 
four successive years from- 
1954 io 1957, the first two 
with Mercedes and then Fer- 
rari and Masedrai. 

Those were dangerous 
days for drivers and it was as 
much Fangio's achievement 
that he survived as that he 
won so often. 

“Do you know," he said in 
1990, “that in my 10 years of 
driving in Europe, I saw 30 of 
my friends and rivals killed?” 

His most serious accident 
was in 1952 when he crashed 
his Maserati in the Monza 
Grand Prix, breaking his 
neck. 

Many thought he was 
finished. But he was back the 
following season and then re- 
gained the world title for 
Maserati in 1954, retaining it 
for the next three years driv- 
ing for Mercedes Benz, Fer- 
rari and Maserati again. 

His greatest victory came 
in 1957 German Grand Prix 
at the daunting Nuerburgring 
circuit. 


Furnished Apartment 

(due to relocation of owner) 
’ Located an established area on. 


distance from third Ctrde. 

* Spadous, sir ny and breezy 
with the entire southern facade 
oveifooking Abdoun Valley. 

' 3 bedrooms ( or 2 bedrooms 
aid an office). 

' Telephone, covered car 
garage, central and solar, 
heating, sateSie dish, water 
well. 

* Quality furniture and 
•equip^ht. 

* Handy porter service, 
security. 

Call 644551 


Colombia, Uruguay scrape to semis 


MONTEVIDEO (Agencies) — Host Uruguay and re- 
surgent Colombia kept their dreams of Copa America 
success alive Sunday by clinching a place in the semifinals. 
But both teams had to sweat to get there. 

Colombia scored a second-half goal to draw even 1-1 and 
then outlasted Paraguay on penalties 5-4, securing the 
victory when goalkeeper Rene Higuita dived and punched 
away Paraguay’s last attempt by Carlos Gamarra. 

It was a ressurcciion for Higuita, who was dubbed the 
villain after allowing a goal on a lob from 30 yards against 
Peru and letting in a bizarre goal direct from a comer 
against Brazil on Thursday. 

“It wasn’t revenge.” Higuita said. “I’ve always felt 
confident in what I do and I’ve never been short on faith." 

“When it comes to penalties the pressure is on the player 
taking it. The goalkeeper is the winner if he saves it but if 
not, that’s not a problem. Today it was my turn to win." he 
said. 

' Colombia's coach Heman Dario Gomez said his team 
deserved to win in the 90 and that his team had definitively 
bounced back after a 3-0 loss Thursday to Brazil. 

“This team has better tactics than the one which played 
in the World Cup finals,” he said. "Every match we're 
getting better and better." 

In the day’s second game, Uruguay left its 40,000 fans in 
the stadium on edge when it nearly squandered a 2-0 lead 
over Bolivia. With 18 minutes left, Bolivia drew within a 
goal and had clear chances to equalise and send the match 
to a shootout. 

Uruguay held on frantically to win 2-1. 

The host nation, who have not pleased local critics with 
their performances," played excellency for the first 30 
minutes, in which they scored twice. 

They then reverted to the sterile, disjointed soccer which 
has angered their own fans throughout the competition, 
allowing Bolivia to pull a goal back and forcing their 
supporters to endure a tense finale. 

Uruguay, once a power in international soccer, did no: 
qualify for the last World Cup and are keen to win the 
Copa to revive their fortunes. They were edged out of the 
second qualifying place in their group by the Bolivians. 

Uruguay made a dream start when striker Marcelo Otero 
scored in the second minute, receiving a nicely-flicked pass 


from Enzo Francescolt and hitting the ball first time into 
the far comer of the goal. 

Bolivia hardly had a look in for the next half hour as 
Uruguay, inspired in midfield by the veteran Francescolt, 
caused their defence endless suffering. 

Midfielder Gustavo Poyet, who plays for Spanish club 
Real Zaragoza, missed two clear cut chances before Daniel 
Fonseca, of Italian club Roma, scored the second after half 
an hour. 

Fr&ncescoli chipped a free kick over the Bolivian wall 
and Fonseca attempted to hook the ball into the goal. He 
did not make full contact but did enough iq divert the bail 
beyond Bolivia goalkeeper Carlos Trucco. 

Copa America 

Fonseca injured himself as he stretched for the ball and 
had to be substituted by Ruben Sosa. 

Sosa, a world class striker, seems to have been suffering 
the effects of an unhappy season with his Italian club 
Interaazionafe and has no: played well in the Copa 
America. 

Uruguay, who have hosted the competition six- times 
before and won on every occasion, lost their rhvthm after 
Fonseca went off. 

the only time Sosa had a chance to score, early in the 
second half, his shot posed more of a threat to 'passing 
aircraft than to Bolivia's goal. 

Bolivia, who exchanged their white shirts for green ones 
a: halftime, came back with a new lease of life for the 
second 45 minutes. 

Full-back Luis Cristaldo had already shaved the Uru- 
guayan post with a lew 20-metre shot before midfielder 
Oscar Sanchez pulled a goal back with 19 minures left. 

Marco Etcheverry floated a free kick across the area and 
Sanchez, who found himself unmarked, headed home from 
six metres. 

That ensured a worrying end for the fans in the 
Ce.ntenario stadium, which for-'the first time in the 
tournament was nearly full, but Uruguay held on for a 
semi-final tie with Colombia on Wednesday. 


Los Angeles still seen as Olympic model 


LOS ANGELES ( AP) — Af- 
ter a sea of red ink in Mon- 
treal and a boycott that made 
the games in Moscow virtual- 
ly an east bloc affair, Los 
Angeles got the Olympics no- 
body else wanted — and 
turned them into a rousing 
success. 

The 1984 summer games 
revitalised the Olympic 
movement, established a 
fresh approach to the globe's 
biggest sports festival and, 
for two festive weeks that 
August, gave this dty some 
of its finest moments. 

With Tehran the only other 
dty to lodge a bid, then 
backing out because of dvil 
turmoil, Los Angeles staged 
the games practically without 
a hitch, even though the 
; Soviets led their own. boycott. 

The Los Angeles Olympic 


organising committee, 
headed by marketing expen 
Peter Ueberroth, changed 
the finandal foundation of 
the Games, for 1984 and 
beyond, by selling corporate 
sponsorships. 

In addition to the- P75 
million paid by ABC for the 
American television rights, 
another S140 million came 
from corporate sponsors. 
Ticket sales exceeded ex- 
pectations, nearly selling out, 
and topped $100 million. 

The first free-enterprise 
.Olympics, with no govern- 
ment funding, also turned out 
to be the first profitable 
Olympics, finishing with $225 
million ahead. 

"The uniqueness of the ’84 
Games had to do .with the 
fact that we worked .cooper- 
atively with .government,” 


said Anita Defrantz, who was 
in charge of the Olympic 
athletes' housing at the Uni- 
versity of Southern California 
11 years ago and now is a 
member of the International 
Olympic Committee execu- 
tive board. “We paid for 
extra services from govern- 
ment, such as security, but 
ours was a contractual rela- 
tionship with government.” 

The profit also was possi- 
ble because of the existing 
sports fadlities in the spraw- 
liong Los Angeles area. 

The coliseum, which was 
built in 1923 for $600,000 and 
served as the centerpiece of 
LA’s other Olympics — in 
1932, was used for athletics 
and opening and closing cere- 
monies in 1984. Soccer was 
held at the Rose Bowl, bas- 
ketball at the Forum, gym- 


nastics at Pauley pavilion, 
volleyball at the Long Beach 
arena and wrestling at the 
Anaheim Convention Cen- 
tre. Athletes were housed 
mostly at the University of 
California-Lo5 Angeles 
(UCLA) and the Universify 
of Southern California 
(USC). 

A few new facilities were 
built, such as a swim stadium 
at USC and a velodrome in 
Dominguez Hills, but the 
cost was minimal because of 
corporate sponsorship. 

The profit after the games 
was divided among the U.S. 
Olympic committee and va- 
rious national sports federa- 
tions, which received 60 per 
cent, and the (U.S.) Amateur 
Athletic Foundation in Los 
Angeles, which received, the 
other 40 per cent. 


Andretti ends frustration with victory 


TORONTO (AP) — Michael 
Andretti ended his season- 
long frustration by outduel- 
mg Bobby Rahal and winning 
Sunday’s Toronto Molson 
Indy, his first victory since 
last year’s Toronto race. 

It was the fifth victory on 
the 2. 86-kilometre, 11-turn 
temporary street circuit for 
Andretti, as well as the 30th 
career victory for the 33-year- 
' old driver, the leading active 
winner on the indy-car cir- 
cuit. 

“I love this place,” 
Andretti said. “My crew did 
a great job . today on pit 
strategy. That’s what won us 
the race, and we had two 
great pit stops." 

Andretti, son of longtime 
racing star Mario Andretti, 
saw' his lead over compatriot 
Rahal bounce between 2 Vt 
seconds and one-tenth of a 
second over the last 30 laps of 
the 98-lap event. 

But Rahal, a three-time 
series champion and 1986 
Toronto winner, couldn't 


quite run down Andretti's 
.Tola-Ford. The final margin 
was just 0.425-seconds, about 
three car-lengths. 

“With about 15 laps to go, 
the water temperature was 
going off the dock," said 
Rahal, who also finished 
second here last year. “My 
• crew said to be careful and 
back off. When I'd get dose 
to him, the alarm went off. 
I’m just lucky to finish 
second." 

Andretti's only real 
dangerous moment came on 
lap 76 when he was trailing 
the lapped cars of fellow 
Americans Danny Sullivan 
and Eddie Cheever and was 
just in front of Rahal. 

Sullivan managed to 
squeeze by CbeeveT on the 
inside and Andretti’s fol- 
lowed, but Cheever moved 
over and the two bumped, 
bouncing Andrett's rear off 
the concrete barrier. Rahal 
tried to drive around the 
slowing Andretti, but the 
leader recovered and stayed 


out front. 

. Jacques Villeneuve, a 
Canadian and the crowd 
favorite, started from the 
pole for the third straight 
race and wound up third, 
retaining his lead in what now 
appears to be a' four-way 
battle for the PPG Cup cham- 
pionship. 

With six races remaining, 
Villeneuve leads second- 
place Rahal 118-94, followed 
by fifth-place finisher Robby 
Gordon of the United States 
with 91 and Andretti 90. 

Villeneuve led the first 23 
laps before giving up the top 
spot to Andretti when he 
made his first pit stop, 
Andretti, the 1991 series 
champioh, led the rest of the 


way except for one lap during 
the final round of frit stops, 
when be gave it briefly back 
to the 24-year-old Canadian. 

Italy’s Teo Fabi was just 
behind Villeneuve in fourth, 
followed by Gordon, Brazi- 
lian Raul Boesei, Mexico’s 
Andrian Fernandez and 
Canadian Paul Tracy. 

. The first 17 laps of the race 
were relatively uneventful ex- 
cept for a first-lap collision 
between Sweden's Stefan 
Johansson and American 
Bryan Herta that knocked 
Herta out of the race. 

But it then got very busy as 
AI Unser Jr., the defending 
series champion and a former 
Toronto winner, tried to pass 
Rahal on the inside. 


FURNISHED UILLA FOR RENT ffg 

Duplex, super deluxe, In Sweifieh, 

5 bedrooms, 2 salons, dining, living, 
big hall, central a/c. > 

For more details call 81 8634 - 816947 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartments for rent. Super deluxe, 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths, noise & weather proof, 
central heating, new building, new furniture. 
Owner lives in building. 

For more info, calf Shams 839418, 83S417 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Most luxurious first floor, 300 sq.m., near 
Chilean Embassy. Air conditioned, central 
heating, telephone, satellite dish, Jacuzzi 
bath...etc. 

For more details kindly call 828391 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
URGENTLY NEEDED . . 

A new commercial office in the Gardens Sir., Amman is looking 
for an executive secretary with experience. 

Requirements: 

■ Perfect English. ‘ Shorthand. " Perfect English & Arabic typing. * 
Accounting, fex. telex, computer operation. 

Applicants are requested to address their appOcallon to: - 

Mr. I. A. Fattah 

P.O.Box 941229, Shmeisant, Amman 
Support ad with all necessary documents. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First-floor, independent apartment, with garden and 
separate garage. Consists of two bedrooms, spacious 
kitchen, guest room, sitting room, dining room, maid 
room, glassed-in veranda, independent central heating, 
telephone. With luxurious furniture. 

Please call tel. 665711 or 664256. 


TOR SALE 

Apple Macintosh Powerbook 100, Laptop computer. Memory: 4 
Mg RAi>t. Hard disk: 40 Mg. Global Village Fax/modem internal. 
Software: MS Word, Excel, FileMaker Pro, Wintext. sic. All 
accessories, completely operational as new. Price JD 600. 

Call Dr. Robert Miner, tel 6109S2 (office hours). 

Also for sale: Apple Macintosh LC II (8 Mg. RAM/160 Mg. HD) 
and Apple StyieWriter. Maka ofter. 


AQUAMARINA 

HOTELS 

Special Offer 

JD 20 B/B at Aquamarina I 
JD 16 B/B at Aquamarina III 

@er person per night in double room 
including breakfast, seivice % tax 

Please call 
316250 & 319425 
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Serbs threaten peacekeepers 
as world consults on action 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs maintained 
pressure on the Zepa enclave 
Monday while threatening 
peacekeepers and blasting 
another enclave with rockets 
as world opinion backed stif- 
fer U.N. action in Bosnia. 

Bosnian government de- 
fenders and Bosnian Serb 
forces traded mortars Mon- 
day west of the Zepa enclave 
but U.N. officials said fight- 
ing was limited. 

In the northwest of the 
country another enclave. 
Bibac, was hit by two ground 
to ground missiles. There 
were reports of damage and 
casualties though this was not 
confirmed by the U.N. 
peacekeepers on the ground. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind meanwhile 
warned in Brussels that prop- 
osals to send fresh Western 
troops into Gorazde. one of 
two remaining U.N:-decIared 
safe areas in eastern Bosnia, 
could flounder if the U.S. did 
not provide attack and trans- 
port helicopters. 

However, White House 
national adviser Anthony 
Lake said U.N. forces should 
take “more vigorous action" 
in the face of Serb attacks on 
safe areas. U.S. government 
officials were to meet Mon- 
day with joint chiefs of staff 
chairman. General John Sha- 
likashvili, to review his talks 
Sunday in London with. 
French and British counter- 
parts on Bosnia. 

According to a White 
House spokesman however, 
these discussions foiled to 
answer all the U.S. concerns 


last week and are now thre- 
atening Zepa. 

This call for direct action 
initiated by President Jacques 
Chirac won support from 
some Euro-MPs and the 
French media. 

Russia's Foreign Minister 
Andrew Kozyrev was a lone 
voice calling for diplomacy to 
be given another chance. 
■'Those who think all the 
political options have been 
explored are wrong," he said 
criticising the “acceleration 
of military action." 

In Zepa. a Bosnian Serb 
Army (BSA) company com- 
mander told Ukrainian 
peacekeepers manning a post 
just outside the enclave that 
they would be attacked if 
NATO planes appeared over 
the enclave, U.N. spokesman 
Alexander Ivanko said. 

On Sunday, NATO air- 
planes roared over the 
threatened enclave in a show 
of force but took no action. 

NATO “air presence," as 
the U.N. terms it. was re- 
quested following BSA mor- 
tar and tank attacks on Zepa 
town where U.N. peacekeep- 
ers are based. 

Bosnian army defenders of 
the threatened enclave 
claimed Monday to have re- 
pulsed Sunday’s Serb attacks 
against the safe area. This 
was supported in part by 
U.N. assessments. 

“Yes, there is resistance,” 
said U.N. spokesman Lieuie- 


The 79 Ukrainian 
peacekeepers in Zepa have 
for the most part withdrawn 
into their main base in the 
town though a U.N. presence 
was still at three U.N. posts 
elsewhere in the enclave. 

Meanwhile in Tuzla. where 
30.000 people expelled by 
Bosnian Serbs after they 
overran the fallen Srebrenica 
enclave have settled, reports 
began to emerge of several 
thousand men having 
escaped the Bosnian Serb 
assault on the U.N. safe area. 

The city's mayor, Selim 


Beslagic, was quoted by Bos- 


nian independent radio as 
saying that 6,000 people had 
slipped away from last week's 
Serb assault including 3,300 
soldiers who had begun to 
arrive in Tauzla. 


Islamic group to meet 


nant Colonel Gary Coward, 
fenae 


about plans for Gorazde. 


Michael McCuny said Sun- 
day’s talks were a “substan- 
tive discussion over a variety 
of proposals." 

The U.S. magazine News- 
week said Gen. Sbalikashvili 
proposed flying 1.000 French 
troops to Gorazde in what 
would be the largest helicop- 
ter mission since the Vietnam 


war. 

France wants part of the 
12,000-strong rapid reaction 
force (RRF) deployed to pre- 
vent Gorazde foiling into the 
hands of the Bosnian Serbs, 
who conquered- Srebrenica 


Zepa’s defenders were 
armed with mortars but there 
was little the U.N. 
peacekeepers themselves 
could do to help. “We have 
NATO air power at our dis- 
posal but it is of limtied util- 
ity," Gen. Coward said. 

“They are holding the line. 
They five not fumbled. They 
do have mortars, we can only 
watch and see how the battle 
develops," the U.N. spokes- 
man said. 

U.N. observers put the 
BSA soldiers some 1.3 
kilometres from the town it- 
self. According to Bosnian 
radio Zepa’s population of 
roughly 12,000 have been 
mobilised for the defence of 
the area. 


Meanwhile the nine- 
member contact group of the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference will hold an emergen- 
cy meeting July 21 in Rabat, 
Morocco, on the worsening 
situation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. officials said 
Monday. 

The contact group is to 
chalk out concrete plans to 
save the U.N. safe havens for 
Bosnia's beleaguered Mus- 
lims, according to the offi- 
cials at the 32-member, 
Jeddah-based organisation, 
umbrella for the world's Isla- 
mic nations. 

The group comprises Saudi 
Arabia, Morocco, Pakistan, 
Malaysia. Turkey. Iran, 
Egypt, Senegal and the OIC 
secretary-general Hamid A1 
Gabid. 

It will meet at ministerial 
level for one day under the 
chairmanship of Moroccan 
Prime Minister Abdellatif 
Filali. 

Iran. Egypt and Morocco 
have been lobbying for an 
emergency session of the con- 
tact group, which last met in 
Rabat in May. 

Diplomatic sources said 
the OIC has been under 
tremendous pressure from 
several Muslim states to find 
ways to help Bosnia govern- 
ment from being routed by 
the encircling Serbs. 


Kabariti, Shaath discuss fate of 
Palestinians in Israeli jails 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Planning and Internationa] 
Cooperation in the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
Nabil Shaath met in Amman 
Monday with Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and said later that 
the two discussed the ques- 
tion of Palestinian detainees 
in Israeli jails and issues con- 
nected with the expansion of 
th> self-rule areas of Pales- 
tine. 


“We discussed in detail the 
question of the detainees be- 
cause we know that Jordan 
has exerted strenuous efforts 
to secure the release of the 
detainees and will continue to 
pursue efforts in this direc- 
tion." said Dr. Shaath. 


We also discussed 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions which is currently wit- 
nessing a very positive de- 
velopment at all levels, said 
Dr. Shaath. 

Asked about his views ab- 


out the date for the expan- 
sion of self-rule he said: “It is 
important for the Palestinians 
that Israel respect the new 
date for this process but what 
is more important is to reach 
an agreement that would 
satisfy the Palestinian peo- 
ple." 

“We are concerned not to 
go under Israeli pressure to 
accept anything less than 
what was originally agreed on 
and, therefore, we are not' 
only concerned about the 
date but also about the imple- 
mentation of the agree- 
ment," added Dr. Shaath. 

We are continuing the 
negotiations with the Israelis 
day and night but I cannot at 
this point in time guarantee 
that by July 25 a full agree- 
ment will be reached, though 
we are continuing our full 
efforts to achieve that goal," 
said Dr. Shaath. 

Howevever, he said nego- 
tiations over the question of 
Palestinian elections were 


almost over adding that the 
point under discussion at the 
moment concerns the num- 
ber of representatives in the 
Palestine people's council. 

“We are striving to have 
J00 council members as we 
have suggested at the start of 
the negotiations,” said Dr. 
Shaath, adding that there re- 
mains the question of the 
representation of the resi- 
dents of Arab Jerusalem (see 
story on page 1). 


"These are small issues, 
but the real question lies with 
Israel's withdrawal from the 
Arab towns and villages and 
the return of the land to its 
Palestinian owners," Dr. 
Shaath added. 


The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said that Mr. Kabariti 
and Dr. Shaath reviewed the 
situation in the Palestinian 
lands adding that Mr. Kabar- 
iti voiced Jordan's full back- 
ing for the Palestinian en- 
deavours. 


Militants threaten to kill 


Western hostages in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP). 
— Muslim guerrillas holding 
five Western hostages in 
Kashmir on Monday 
threatened to kill them “any 
time" if 21 of their jailed 
ues were not freed by 
ihi.: n authorities im- 
mec.-icely. 

The Al Faran group, which 
has claimed responsibility for 
the abductions, said in a 
hand-written statement deli- 
vered to news agencies here 
that it would not extend die 
deadline for their execution 
beyond Monday evening. 

“There will be no exten- 
sion of the deadline." the 
Urdu-ianguage statement 
said. "The hostages may be 
killed at any time." 

The Indian government 
dismissed the latest threat as 
“pressure ’ tactics," while 
police sources said in this 
troubled summer capital of 
Kashmir that they were still 
in indirect contact with the 
abductors. 

The previously unknown 
-i seized two Amer- 
. two British trekkers 
^hmir’s Pahajgam re- 
,1 July 4, and a German 
„ Norwegian in the same 


area four days later after one 
of the Americans escaped. 

The militants had first 
threatened to execute the 
foreigners by Saturday even- 
ing, but extended the dead- 
line by 48 hours. 


The Western hostages, in 
an audio cassette also re- 
leased Monday by the Al 
Faran, pressed their respec- 
tive countries to exert press- 
ure on India and to seek their 
release. 


American Donald Fred 
Hutchings said in his mes- 
sage, partly directed at his 
wife Jane: “I am okay though 
we have been walking day 


ment is not ready to talk. 

“The government is not 
showing interest in securing 
the release of the hostages. 

“The international com- 
munity, particularly those 
who have appealed to us (to 
release the foreigners), 
should pressurise India to 
stop human rights violations 
in Kashmir and accept our 
demands immediately," it 
said. 

Besides Mr. Hutchings, the 
other four hostages are Bri- 
tons Paul Wells and Keirh 
Mangan, German Dirk 
Hascrt and Norwegian Hans 
Christian Ostro. 


and night on mountains. I am 
1. The 


tired. The mujahideen have 

been okay to me. 


“Jane I want you to know 
that I am okay but I do not 
know when I will die," he 
said. “Maybe today or 
tomorrow. Maybe this is my 
last communication. I appeal 
to India and America for 
help." 


Indian authorities, who 
have maintained a studied 
silence on the demand by Al 
Faran. denounced the latest 
threat and urged the militants 
to free the hostages on huma- 
nitarian grounds. 


The Al Faran statement 
said it had contacted the 
Kashmir authorities "three 
days back, but the govem- 


“It is unfortunate they are 
making these threats when 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference, Amnesty Inter- 
national and all (other) mili- 
tants in Kashmir have conde- 
mned the kidnapping." a 
government spokesman said 
in New Delhi. 


ROYAL VISIT: Hb Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan cm Monday paid field visits to several army units 
and formations. Prince Hassan T s visit included several of the 
air defence units and the artillery corps of the Fifth Royal 
Armoured D ivis i o n. The Crown Prince was briefed by the 
commanders of the formations and units on the progress of 
training programmes and was familiar ised with duties 
assigned to them. The Prince also watched military exercises 
and took part in some training activities. Earlier in the day. 
Prince Hassan visited Al Hussein Air College and met with 


young students participating in Al Hnssein Air Camps. 
P r i nc e Hassan stressed the importance of the youth m 
building the future of the country and briefed them on the 
role of the Armed Forces in enh a n c in g the feriingsof 
belonging and safeguarding the Kingdom’s democracy. The 
Crown Prince also talked about Jordanian-Palestinian 
relations and affirmed Jordan’s keenness to continue its 
support for the Palestinian people. The Prince condmtel his 
tour by visiting the Fifth Royal Armoured EH vision Com- 
mand and meeting its senior officers. 


Palestinian 
press law 
bars reports 
on police 
activities 


JERUSALEM (AP) — The 
Palestine Liberation Organis- 
tion (PLO) on Monday un- 
veiled a press law that in- 
cludes limits on reporting ab- 
out Palestinian police opera- 
tions and threatens violators 
with fines and jail terms. 


The 18-page law, a copy of 
which was obtained by the 
Associated Press, is to take 
effect in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank on July 25, the 
day PLO and Israeli nego- 
tiators are scheduled to wrap 
up negotiations on extending 
self-rule to the West Bank. 


The law, whose details 
were not previously revealed, 
was signed by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat on June 
25 after being approved by 
his 18-member self-rule 
cabinet in Gaza a week 
earier. 


Hatem Abdul Qader, head 
of the publication depart- 
ment of the Palestinian in- 
formation ministry, said the 
law was lenient “compared to 
laws in Syria, Egypt and Jor- 
dan." 


He noted the Palestinians 
were not demanding stories 
be submitted to censors be- 
fore publication — as does 
Israel in some cases. 


“We are not restricting 
press operations. We are reg- 
ulating it. Absolute freedom 
is anarchy." Mr. Abdul Qad- 
er said. 


IAF says it was winner in 


last week’s municipal elections 


By Sa'eda KDani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front Party Monday de- 
scribed the win of 25 out of 68 
of its candidates in last 
week's municipal elections as 
a victory and that the final 
results in Zarqa were not 
representative of the move- 
ment's popularity. 

“We are surprised to bear 
from the minister of municip- 
al affairs, Nader Thuheirat, 
that the percentage of Islam- 
ists success in the elections 
was only three per cent." said 
IAF Genera] Secretary Ishaq 
Farhan at a press conference 
held at the party’s headquar- 
ters. “Hie percentage' of 
those who won should be in 
relation to the number of 
candidates the party fielded 
in the elections and not on 
the total number of members 
and mayors of the 259 coun- 
cils.” i ; 

Dr. Farhan said that in the 
capital, the party named 
seven candidates but only 


three won; in Kerak, the 
party's six candidates all won; 
in Madaba, seven out of ten 
candidates won; in Irbid. 
only four out of ten won; in 
Aqaba, two out of six candi- 
dates won; in Mafraq, one 
out of nine candidates won. 
In Tafileh all six candidates 
lost; and in Jerash two out of 
six candidates won. 

As for Zarqa and 
Ruseifeh, where the IAF was 
harshly defeated and in 
Ruseifeh where two IAF 
candidates won. Dr. Farhan 
said the party withdrew its 
candidates from both cities in 
protest of what he said was 
the “government’s flagrant 
interference” in the elec- 
tions. 

Dr. Farhan said that in the 
case of the two candidates 
who won in Ruseifeh and 
who decided to hold office 
despite the LAPs withdrawal 
, decision will be studied and 

severe action will be taken 
against them" by Jhe party's 
leadership. 

The front said its participa- 


tion in the municipal elec- 
tions was a partial, and that 
the number of candidates 
who won were one third of 
the total number of candi- 
dates the front named. 

“Our participation in die 
elections was only meant as a 
test for die government's cre- 
dibility,'' said Abdallah 
Akaileh, a Lower House of 
Parliament deputy. “Our ex- 
pectations turned out to be 
;true.” 


Dr. Farhan claimed that 
the government facilitated 
procedures for pro- 
govenunent candidates and 
put obstacles in front of other 
candidates, especially the 
LAPs. 


“What the government 
did, and especially in Zarqa, 
has very serious implications 
on the country,” he said. 
“These actions could make 
the government lose its credi- 
bility at the national and in- 
ternational levels when talk- 
ing about enhancing demo- 
cracy in Jordan.” 


U.S. congressman Richardson 
pays tribute to Iraqi president 
for release of two Americans 


By Amy Henderson 


Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


Hanan Ashrawi. a former 
Arafat spokeswoman who 
founded a commission to 
monitor Palestinian human 


rights and law enforcement, 
aid 


said her organisation was 
studying the document and 
had no immedite comment. 


Article 2 of the law prom- 
ises Palestinians the right to 
“express opinions freely in 
speech, writing and pictures 
through the media." 


But Article 37 bans pub- 
lication of “secret informa- 
tion" on police or other PLO 
troops — including the types 
of weapons they use, their 
ammunition, bases, training 
camps and deployments. 


The penalty for violating 
the ban is suspension of a 
publication for up to three 
months in addition to fines 
and a jail term of up to six 
months. 


Mr. Arafat ordered the 
closure of an Islamic fun- 
damentalist weekly for 30 
days and another for 40 days 
earlier this year. He banned 
circulation of the Jerusalem- 
based An Nahar last year for 
40 days, forcing the closure of 
the paper for that period. 


AMMAN — U.S. Congress- 
man Hill Richardson, who 
arrived in Amman Monday, 
said he appreciated Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
humanitarian gesture in the 
release of two American pris- 
oners held in Iraq since mid- 
March. 

Mr. Richardson, a New 
Mexico Democrat, arrived 
with the two American men, 
William Barloon, 39, of New 
Hampton. Iowa and David 
Daliberti, 41. of Jacksonville, 
Florida who were pardoned 
and ordered immediately re- 
leased Sunday by President 
Hussein. 

“I thank the government of 
Iraq for the humanitarian re- 
lease (of these men),” said 
Mr. Richardson, calling Mr. 
Barloon and Mr. Daliberti 
"victims in an international 
chess game." He also gave 
credit to Iraq ambassador to 
the United States Nizar Ham- 
doun with whom he said he 
had eight secret meeting in 
the past 60 days at the United 
Nations in New York. 

Mr. Richardson said that 
he met with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein for one- 
hour Sunday with a request 
that the Americans be re- 
leased on humanitarian 
grounds. “(Saddam Hussein) 
responded to the humanita- 
rian appeal." Mr. Richardson 


said of the meeting, which 
was also attended by Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tariq 
Aziz. “Hussein* was tough 
and is a very strong indi- 
vidual. and he let us know his 
views on a number of issues." 
he said without elaborating 
further. 

The congressman did not 
comment on the possibility of 
lifting the five-year sanctions 
rh3t have devastated the Iraqi 
economy, but said that he 
“supported U.S. foreign poli- 
cy and continuing sanctions." 
“My hope is that Iraq com- 
plies (with U.N. resolutions) 
especially in the biological 
arena,” he said. 


Trade sanctions on Iraq 
were extended last month for 
another 60-day period on 
grounds that Iraq had not 
accounted for missing biolo- 
gical weapons materials. 

President Bill Clinton 
spoke by telephone with the 
two Americans and told them 
he was "ecstatic" at their 
release, the White House 
said. 


Presidential Press Secret- 
ary Mike McCuny said Mr. 
Clinton had reached the two 
at the U.S. ambassador’s re- 
sidence in Amman, "con- 
gratulated both of ‘them on 
enduring this ordeal." 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher Sunday 
called the prisoners release 
“an important first step" that 


would not necessarly lead to 
the lifting of the sanctions. 
Iraq's compliance with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
is up for review in two 
months. 

The two Americans who 
work for U.S. defence con- 
tractors were arrested inside 
Iraq on March 13 after cros- 
sing illegally into Iraq from 
Kuwait. After their arrest, 
they said that they had been 
on a trip to visit friends 
among U.N. military obser- 
vers in the border's demilita- 
rised zone. Iraq at the time 
said that the two may have 
been involved in espionage. 

During a press conference 
at the American embassy in 
Amman both men appeared 
happy had healthy, and reas- 
serted that they were inno- 
cent victims. 

“A mistake was made and 
we spent four months in jail." 
Mr. Barloon said. “We thank 
the government for our 
efforts and we are so happy." 

Both men said they were 
“treated more than fairlv" 
over the course of the four 
months. Earlier during three 
imprisonment. there was con- 
cern that the health of the 
two. who suffer from heart 
problems, was being neg- 
lected. But Mr. Daliberti 
said. “We had medical facili- 
ties and an ambulance on 
stand-by. They were very 
concerned with our well- 
being." (See story page 2). 


Italian killed in Algeria; journalist jailed 


ALGIERS (AFP) — An Ita- 
lian national was killed Mon- 
day in the working class 
neighbourhood of Kouba in 
Algiers, diplomatic sources 
said. 

The Italian, who was be- 
lieved to be elderly, was 
fatally shot, the sources said. 

The killing brings to 85 the 
number of foreigners assas- 
sinated in incidents blamed 
on Islamic militants since 
Algeria's political crisis be- 
gan in January 1992. 

Ten Italians have been kil- 
led in Algeria. On July 7, 
1994, seven sailors had their 
throats slit in the eastern port 
of Jijel. 


The previous killings of 
foreigners took place on June 
7, when two French nation- 
als, Louis and Gaby Jourdan. 
were shot. 

The latest assassination 
comes at a time when the 
Algerian press had noted a 
fresh outbreak of violence, 
including murders and sabot- 
age, during recent days. 

In the meantime, military 
court sentenced a journalist 
from the Algerian press agen- 
cy. APS, to three years in 
prison for having divulged 
confidential information, the 
daily El Watan reported 
Monday. 

Hadj Benaamane was sent- 


enced last Wednesday in 
Tamanrasset for having dis- 
closed where the number two 
of the banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), Ali 
Belhadj, was being detained. 
The information was classi- 
fied as a “defence secret," El 
Watan said. 

Two others in the same 
case were sentenced, with 
one given a four-year prison 
term and the other a two-year 


dramatic case." 

A human rights observer, 
Kamel Rezag-Bara. express^ 
ed “surprise at the severity of 
the verdict. " 

The newspaper said Mr. 
Benaamane’s new lawyer did 
not intend to appeal. 

The former lawyer, Halima 


Benmaghnia, quit following 
brought against her 


term, the newspaper said. 
The report said i 


the case 
was surrounded by total 
secrecy, and that journalists 
launched ?n appeal for soli- 
darity with their colleague to 
draw attention to “the 


pressure 
r „ , 

py certain parties concerned 
in the affair,” the newspaper 
said. ^ 

A earbomb exploded near 
an apartment buildings hous- 
ing police officers' families in 
a town outside the capital 
wounding 14 people, a ncW 
paper reporti-d Monday 


Queen 'Elizabeth 
on diet— paper 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth, who has 
been praised for keeping her 
figure over the years, has 
been put on a low-fat diet, 
the Daily Mail reported Mon- 
day. Doctors told her to 
switch to the low-cholesterol 
diet, cutting out dairy pro- 
ducts and eggs, after she 
complained of tiredness, the 
newspaper said. It said the 
queen, 69, who does not 
smoke and reportedly eats 
and drinks in moderation, 
had put on a little weight. 
“She is certainly missing 
some of her favourite foods,” 
the newspaper quoted an un- 
identified source at Bucking- 
ham Palace as saying. 


Tears as Imran’s 
wife leaves 
for new life 

LONDON (R) — British 
heiress Jemima Goldsmith 
was in tears with her family as 
she left for a new life with her 
bridegroom, Pakistani cricket 
idol Imran Khan. “Don’t 
worry — Hi look after her” 
Khan promised Goldsmith'? 
mother. Lady Annabel Gold- 
smith, as she embraced her 
daughter at London’s Heath- 
row Airport. The newlyweds, 
who went through separate 
religious and secular cere- 
monies in Paris and Britain 
last month, were passing 
through Saudi Arabia to visit 
relatives before heading for 
Khan's home in Pakistan. 


Woman thief 
undone as she 
reveals all 

TOKYO (R) — A woman 
who had her blouse ripped 
off when she tried to rob a 
taxi driver was arrested after 
witnesses saw her fleeing 
half-naked. Japanese police 
said. Hiromi Mikami, 25, 
tried to snatch a bag contain- 
ing around 50,000 yen ($600) 
in taxi fines from Takayulci 
Chiba. 55, in the city of Sap- 
poro' on Hokkaido, Japan’s 
northernmost main island. 
Her blouse was ripped off in 
the tussle that followed, and 
police, arrested her after wit- 
nesses reported seeing a 
naked woman running 
through the streets. 


Vatican summons * 
bishop over 
celibacy 

comments. * 

DUBLIN (AP) — An Irish 
bishop who said the Roman 
Catholic Church will have to 
consider allowing priests to 
many, has been summoned 
to the Vatican. Press Asso- 
ciation reported Sunday. 
Bishop Brendan Comiskey of 
the Ferns Diocese in County 
Wexford said last month that 
the church has to consider 
change in the celibacy rule to 
halt the fall in recruitment to 
the ministry. Cardinal Cahal 
Daly, the Irish primate, pub- 
licly rebuked Bishop Com- 
iskey after the comments 
were published in an inter- 
view in Dublin's Sunday Tri- 
bune. “Where there is no 
priest, there is no eucharist. 
Where there is no eucharist, 
there is no church," Bishop 
Comiskey was quoted a$ 
saying. "Options are running 
out for diocesan priests. This 
is not a theological issued 
Everything that is alive 
changes, and these changes 
aren t all that radical,” he 
was quoted as saying. “You 
already have married Angli- 
can pnests, converts to Catho- 
licism. ministering in Londo^ 
parishes, so we can't hold the 
line on that.” Press Assoda- 
non. the British news agency, 
said Sunday that Bishop 
Comiskey has been ordered 

tn o£ C! !? ? mectin 8 ‘n Rome 
h,s P 05 '^®" on the 
celibacy issue. After Card. 

5 . cnlic >sm. Bishop 
Comiskey wrote in the Irish 
i unes. 'our priests are great- 
!> .^tressed, and in some 
instances demoralised, by a 
senes of sexual scandals in- 
the cler Sy and by the 

L “ ' Questions coming 
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